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ITU dell ingegno mio, delle fatiche 
PARTO PRIMIERO, e caro frutto amato, 
Picciol volume, nelle piagge apriche 
Che Brenta inonda, in si brev' ozio nato; 
Cosi ti dian benigne ſtelle amiche 
Viver, quando ſard di vita orbato. 
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PREFACE. 


* E poem, of PEE a bation is 


here offered to the public, has an 


undoubted claim to the attention of all 


poetical readers, eſpecially is the lovers of 


Italian poetry, as the offspring of a young 
and fervid imagination, and as it exhibits 
the premature, but vigorous, effuſions of a 


genius that was afterwards to | produce the 


JERUSALEM DeLiveReD. : 


We are told by the biographers of Taſto, N 


and indeed by Taſſo himſelf, that in order 
to lay the foundation of his future fortune, 


he was. ſent very early to ſtudy the law 


in the univerſity of Padua, where this poem 


AS. «| was 


amn 


TTT SARS 
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i "= PEEF ACE 

was compoſed, which he publiſhed at cigh- 

teen years of age, the whole being written in 
ten months. 
Taſſo, in his preface, foys, at he was at 
that time greatly encouraged in writing it, 
by ſeveral learned and ingenious friends, 
among whom he mentions Daneſes and Ve- 
niero, both which names ate to be ſeen in 
the third ® and ninth + books of the work: 
8 De ny the 


* Spiran vive dal lucido metallo 
Le faccie, ove il valor ſcolpito ſiede, 
Annitrir' ſotto loro ogni cavallo 
Direſti, e che cd! pie la terra fiede: 
Indi diſcoſto poi breve intervallo, 
Ampio, e vago pilaſtro alzar fi vede, 
Ove ne? bianchi, e ben politi marmi 
Son ſcritti in note d'oro alquanti carmi. 
Mira Rinaldo la bell opra, e'ntanto 
Nuovo ed alto ſtupore il cor gli aflale, 
L'opra, ch' all altre toglie il pregio el vanto; ; 
Cui Ficia alcuna mai non fece eguale, 
O'] mio Daneſe, ch' a lui fovra or tanto 
S'erge, quarts egli ſoa a gl altri ſale, 


EIN AL po, Canto III. 


t Tai coſe ancor, ma con più dolce canto 
Ho g1a, Veniero, a te ſpiegar ſentito, 


has h | E viſto 


VV 
the firſt is celebrated as an excellent ſculptor, 
and the laſt for his {kill in poetry and muſic. 
Manſo relates, that the RINAL DO met 
with univerſal applauſe, and diffuſed the 
name of Taſſo throughout all Italy; that 

it equalled, and, in ſome parts, excelled 
every thing of the kind; on Which occaſion 
he obſerves, that e nothing leſs could be | 
« expected | from the dawn preceding that 
2A ſun which was ſoon to break forth | in the 
« full ſplendor of epic poetry.” 
Ihe ſucceſs of this poem, which Taſſo, 
from an apparent deſire to emulate Arioſto 
in the choice of a patron of the houſe of 
Eſtè, had dedicated to cardinal Lewis (Luigi), 
ſeems to have determined him to relinquiſh 


E viſto uſcir dal ſalſo fondo intanto 
I marin peſci, ed ingombrar il lito: 
E quaſi aſtretti da ben forte incanto, 
= I vari augei per appagar Pudito, 5 
5 Nell' impeto maggior frenare il volo, 
| E fermartiſi intorno a ſtuolo a ſtuolo. 
e nage, Canto IX. 


4 E W; the 


n- e 
the dry and laborious ſtudies to which his 
father had condemned him, and to give a free 


indulgence to his natural propenſity for poetry 
and philoſophy ; ; which diſpoſition of his 


mind is ſimply and elegantly deſcribed in the 
concluding ſtanzas of his twelfth book ® to 


which, 4 


* Cosi ſcherzando, io riſonar già fea 
Di Rinaldo gli ardori, e i dolci affanni, 
Allorch' ad altri ſtudi il di togliea 
Nel quarto luſtro ancor de' miei verdi anni; ; 
Ad altri ſtudi, onde poi ſpeme avea 
Di riſtorar d'avverſa forte i danni; 
Ingrati ſtudi, dal cui pondo oppreſſo, 
Giaccio ignoto ad altrui, grave a me ſteſſo. 
Ma, ſe mai fia, ch'a me lungo ozio un giorno 
Conceda, ed a me fſteflo il ciel mi renda, 
Sicch' all' ombra cantando in bel ſoggiorno, 
Con Febo l'ore, ed i di felici ſpenda, 
Porterò forſe, o gran Luigi ! intorno 
I voſtri onori, ovunque il ſol riſplenda, 
Con quella grazla, che m' averete infuſa, 
Deſtando a dir di voi pin degna muſa. 
Tu dell ingegno mio, delle fatiche 
Parto primiero, e caro frutto amato; ; 
Picciol volume, nelle piagge apriche 
Che Brenta inonda, in 81 brev* ozio nato: 
Cos ti dian benigne ſtelle amiche 
Viver, quando ſarò di vita orbato: = 
„ Cog 
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p R E F A C E. vii 


which, we are informed by his friend Manſo, | 
that he added the two laſt ſtanzas, as a kind 
of apology for having publiſhed the poem, 
| contrary to the will of his father. 
But whatever might have been the re- 
ception of RINA po on its firſt appearance, 
and though it was ſpoken of in terms of high 
commendation ; by Paolo Beni, a contem- 


Cos t'accoglia chiara fama in ſeno 


Tra quei, delle cui lodi il mondo è pieno. 


Pra, che di quel Signor giunga al coſpetto, 
Ch'ho nel cor io, tu nella fronte impreſſo, 


Al cui nome gentil, vile e negletto 


Albergo ſei, non qual convienſi ad eſſo; 
Vanne a colui, che fu dal cielo eletto 


A darmi vita col ſuo ſangue iſteſſo: 
Io per lui parlo, e ſpiro, e per lui ſono, 
E ſe nulla hd di bel, tutto & ſuo dono. 


Ei collacuto ſguardo, onde le coſe 
Mirando, oltra la ſcorza al gentro giunge, 
Vedra i difetti tuoi, ch'a me naſcoſe 


Occhio mal ſan, che ſcorge poco lunge; 
E con la man, che talor veraci proſe 


A finte poeſie di nuovo aggiunge, 
Ti purgera quanto patir tu puoi, 
| \ggiungendo vaghezza a i verſi tuoi. 


RIxalpo, Canto XII. 
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viii | D C E. 


| porary with Taſſo, and eſteemed one of the 
moſt profound and elegant ſcholars of his 
age, yet this poem ſeems to have fallen ſince 
into unmerited neglect with the Italians them 
ſelves. Mr. Barretti, in the account of the i 


epic poets of his country, only ſays, that 


« Taſſo, when he was but fixteen, printed 


80 another epic poem, entitled RIxALDO y 


and 1 have been aſſured that an Italian writer 
of reputation at this day, being converſed 
with on the ſubject, declared himſelf ignorant 
that Taffo had ever written any ſuch poem. 
The RINAL Do, however, will be found, I 
| believe, in every edition of the author's 
works. In the year 1724, a French proſe 


ranſlation was printed at Fals, entitled RE 
NAD AMOUREUX. 
Neither Manſo, nor any of T aflo' $ 1 


phers, that I have met with, give us an 


inſight into the ſubject, or nature of the fable. 
One indeed has ſaid, that it was formed after 


the e plan of the Oprsszr of Homer, as the 


2 


5 | JERUSALEM | 


ECC 


N JeRVSALEM was of the IL.1aD; and not hav- 
ing at that time ſeen the work, I too haſtily 
alluded to this authority, in my life of the au- 

thor, prefixed to the firſt edition of my tranſ⸗ 

lation of the JERUSALEM ; which error has 

been rectified in a late edition. F rom ſuch a f 

vague and uncertain deſcription, the Engliſh 


reader might naturally be led to imagine, 


that tlie ſtory of the firſt poem was con- 


nected with the ſecond, and that the prin- 


cipal hero of both poems was the ſame, : 


becauſe the characters of the Opyssky are 

ſo nearly connected with thoſe of the ILIAD. 
But inſtead of the hero of the JERUSAL EM, 
we find the Rinaldo of Arioſto, one of the 
famous Paladins of the court of Charle- 
main, and a detail of the exploits achieved by 
him for love of the fair Clarice, whom he 


afterwards marries; which marriage is ſpoken 


of by Arioſto i in his e and forty- 


| third books. 


There can, 1 think, he little doubt but 
2 1 2 the 
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JERUSALEM, known to our inimitable Spen- 


* Quivi era un'uom, @aſfai ſtrana figura, 
Che ſoſtegno del braccio al mento fea, 
E con ſembianza tenebroſa e ſcura, 
Gli occhi pregni di pianto al ciel volgea; 
In ogni atto di lui gravoſa cura, 
E duol profondo impreſſo ſi vedea ; 
La bocca apriva, e queruli lamenti 
Quindi ſpargeva in doloroſi accenti, 
Quanto alla valle ria pid ſ*avvicina 
II cavalier, pin creſce in lui la pena, | 
Tal ch' oppreſſa dal' duol Palma meſchina 
Reggerſi, e reſpirar puote a gran pena 
Ma pur ſenza arreſtarſi egli camina 
Per l'ampia ftrada, che la dritto il mena, 
Sin, che giunto a quel' uomo, in lui mirando, 
Sente il martir nel petto ir ſormontando. 
Giace la valle tra duo monti aſcoſa, 
Daẽ' quali orribil' ombra in lei deriva; 
L'aria ivi 'I giorno appar si tenebroſa, 
di colma di ſqualor, di gaudio priva; 
Com? altrov? è, quando alma e luminoſa 


| Fiamma i color non ſcopre, e non ravviva 
La terra ancor di ſpoglie atre e funeſte, 
La fronte e'] tergo ſuo ricopre e veſte. 
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the poem of RI NAL DO was, as well as the 


| fer. It is more than probable that the ſtrong 
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PRE 


1 E F N . xi 
preſent juvenile poem, furniſhed the Engliſh | 
poet with thoſe hints which he has fo won- 
derfully worked up in the ſtory of the red 
croſs knight. The ſupernatural fire that 
defends the entrance to the houſe of the en- 
chanter Buſirane, in the legend of Britomart, | 
will doubtleſs occur to the reader's recol- 


lection, on peruſing the part where Rinaldo 
and F lorindo paſs through the flame to 
conſult the oracle of Love *, Many other 


circumſtances 


Sorgon con foſche e velenoſe fronde 
Quivi piante d'ignota orrida forma, 

Ed in quelle s'annida, e fi naſconde 
Di neri infauſti augelli odioſa torma; 

E ' un ſtridendo àll' altro ognor riſponde 
Con ſuon, ch” a luogo tal ben fi conforma; 
Quel noioſo a ferir va l' altrui core, | 
Sicche ben par la valle del dolore. 

Rix Do, Canto xr. 
ERinaldo i caſi ſuoi pid brevemente 
Narrogli, e'nſicme poi la via pigliaro ; 
Ne molto gir, ch' altero, ed eminente 
II colle, e poi lo ſpeco ancor miraro : 
Occupava l' entrata un foco ardente, 
Alta colonna di forbito acciato 


Gl: 


enn 

circumſtances may perhaps be found to have 

| ſupplied matter for imitation, and, among the 

1 | reſt, the account of the lion tamed by Cla- 

 rillo, and killed by Rinaldo, will remind us 

of the lion attending « on Una, and killed by 
Sanſloy. | 


„43 e 


Some fictions of the RINAL Do have been 
apparently made uſe of by its author, in the 


conſtruction of his more perfect poem. T he 


x miraculous bark, that conveys the two knights 


from the PAL ACE of CourTesy , ſeems to 3 
0 3 


F | 2 Gliflavaadirimpeto in terra fitta, 
1 E v' era tal ſentenza in carmi ſeritta, 
11188 |  Miieali d'amor conceſſo è l paſſo, 
4 Agti : altri no, pert mezo il vivo foco. 
1040 | RINALDO, Book V. 
"IR | . Fe dipsi la regina, Alba nomata, 
Per moſtrarſi corteſe in ogni coſa, 

E per farſi a coloro amica e grata, 

Che van cercando ogni ventura aſcoſa, 

Una barca mirabile incantata, | 

_ Ci ella chiamo la barca avventuroſa, 

Perciocch' ognun, che in lei di gir fi fida, 
Sempre a qualche ventura in breve guida. 
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be the bark, with the addition of a pilot from 


Arioſto, that conveys Ubald and Charles to 


redeem Rinaldo from the thraldom of Armida. 
The tomb, raiſed by magic to receive the 
body of the lain knight, in the beautiful 
though highly romantic tale of the knight of 
the tomb *, is in the JERUSALEM applied 
to a like purpoſe in the pathetic epiſode of 
the death of Sweno the Dane, The fire at the 
entrance to the cave of Love, and the ſubter- 
ranean fires burſting forth in the battle be- 


Senza nocchier, ſol dall' incanto ſcorta, 
| Sen! va la barca per Fondoſo mare, 
E gli erranti guerrier ſecura porta 
Li, dove il lor? ardir poſſin moſtrare, 
RinaLDo, Book VII, 


, v (a dir mirabil coſa) intanto 
Leyarh un gran ſepolcro alto dal piano, 
E in un momento. quel primiero accanto 

Eſſer poi meſſo da inviſibil mano: 
Si maraviglia ogn' un del nuovo incanto, 
E lor par caſo inuſitato e ſtrano: 
Lo ſtupor crebbe, che da lor fu ſcorto 
Giaceryi dentro il cavalier gia morto. 
| RixALDo, Book vn. 
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tween Rinaldo and Mambrino's knights * N 
may be conſidered as the firſt idea of a poetical 
fiction to be afterwards ſo ſplendidly and 
; powerfully diſplayed | in the enchantments of 
Iſmeno. 


The paſſage in the fich 1006 whore F lo. 


rindo gives an account to Rinaldo of his being 
introduced, diſguiſed in a female dreſs, amongſt 
the virgins at the games celebrated before the 
princeſs Olinda , may have been copied by 
Guarini, in his PAsToR Fi po, Act II. Scene 1. 


* Ma (ſtrano a dir) la via gli vieta, e taglia 
Foco d'incanto al l'improviſo ſorto, 
Simile a quel, che gia Scamandro ſcerſe, 
Ch“ in cener poi I alto Ilion converſe. 
5 RIxAL po, Book XII. 


1 Deliberai cfeminile veſta preſa) 
Tra le donzelle anch' io meſchiarmi, quando 
Vengono infieme a placida conteſa, 
L'una ſoavi baci all'altra dando, _ 
Per poter poſcia (o temeraria impreſa ! 
Cagion, ch' io ſia d' ogni mio bene in bando ) 
Congiunger colla mia la roſea bocca, 
Onde Amor mille ſtrali av venta, e ſcocca. 
| RivaLpo, Book V. 
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FREE ͤ 
where Myrtillo relates to Ergaſto a like 
adventure with his miſtreſs Amaryllis, when 
he was received as a woman amongſt the 
nymphs at the feſtival of Jupiter ; with this 
difference, that F lorindo i is known by Olinda, 
and baniſhed from her preſence, whereas 
Myrtillo eſcapes undiſcovered. — 
Havin 8 referred to ſeveral paſſages of the | 
| RiNALDo that ſeem to be imitated, or were 
afterwards uſed by the poet himſelf, when his 
judgment was ripened, ſome of which muſt 


be allowed to have great merit, 1 cannot here 


forbear to recommend to the reader's notice 
the ſpirited deſcription of the enchanted cha- 
riot employed to carry off Clarice, * in the 
= Mentre Rinaldo ancor vaneggia, ed erra, 
Lo ſtranier colla lancia il terren fiede, 
Ed ecco, che quel s'apre, e fi diſſerra, 
| Sicche fino al ſuo fondo in giù ſi vede. 
Con ſpaventoſo ſuon f apre la terra, 
Ch' al forte incanto la natura cede, 
E fuor (nuovo miracolo tremendo ) 
N' eſce toſto, ee un canro orrendo. oe 
Tirane 


„„ ren 


fourth book, and the account of the diſcipline * 
obſerved in the cam p of Charlemain „ in the 1 
ſixth book *, | 
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Though 


Tirano il carro quattro alti deſtrieri, 
Tinti la bocca di ſanguigna ſpuma, 1 
Pi della notte iſteſſa oſcuri e neri, 
Cui dalle nari il foco accolto fuma z | 
Cui ſimilmente i torvi occhi ſeveri = 

Di furor fiamma orribilmente allumaa 
Che col rauco annitrir, col fiero ſuono, 1 
De” piedi, imitan la ſaetta e'l tuono. 

| . RIxATno, Book IV. 

[1 2 paſſa b Faltere ſquadre, KR 

Adorne di valor, di ferro cinte, + Ef = 
Ed a varie fatiche, opre leggiadre, 
Tutte le vede in util modo accinte : 

Quinci l' anime vili, oſcure ed adre, 3 

Cuil ozio piace, ſon cacciate, e ſpint: 3 

134 Quivi Vener' non ha, ne Bacco loco, 4 

—_ Ne dado infame, od altro inutil gioco. 1 

| Quivi ſi vede ſol chi dal forte arco 

' =_ | Avventi ſtrai con certa aſpra percoſſa; 

8 Chi di ſcudo coperto, e d'arme carco, 

14 ” Poggi in loco erto con deſtreſſa e poſſa; 

TE! Chi porti il deftro ſuo terreno incarco, 

[| it Con lieve ſalto oltra ben larga foſſa ; 

i = Chi muova a marzial feroce aſſalto 

1h 7 Gli aſpri piombati ceſti, or baſſo or alto, 1 
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Though our young poet has intimated in 
his preface, that he meant to form his poem 
rather upon the model of the ancients, than 
after the rhapſodies of the RomanzaToRI, 
yet the RI NAL po has but little claim to the 
title of a regular epic, or pretenſion to rank 
with his greater poem: it has leſs of the epic 
= caſt than even many parts of Arioſto, being, 


in point of wild invention more agreeable 


6. Chi con robuſta man la ſpada giri 

In fiammeggianti rote, o Paſta vibri z 
- E?˖“᷑ chi lottando alla vittoria aſpiri, : 

Mm E diverſe arme paragoni e libri : 

: Chi con gran forza il pal di ferro tiri; 

Chi d'arte militar rivolga i libri; 

1 Chi muova tutto armato il piede al corſo; 
1 5 Chi volga, o lente ad un corſier il morſo. 

| Deh, come in tutto or è Pantica norma, 

=p E quel buon uſo, e quei bei modi ſpenti; 
1 Com? or nell guerreggiar diverſa forma 

Si ſerba (oime |!) tra le Chriſtiane genti ! 
= Or chi celebri Bacco, o inutil dorma ; 
Chi tutti aggia i penſieri al gioco intenti ; 
Chi ne' piacer Venerei impieghi, e ſpeada 
Le n e fol de campi in ogni tenda. 


RIxAT po, Book VI, 
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xviii PREFACE. 


to the fallies of Boyardo and others of that 


claſs. 


Taſſo may indeed be allowed to have here 


improved on the examples of his country; 


for though he obſerves no unity of action, 


has no artful diſpoſition of plan, no nice 
propriety or diſtinction of character, he has 
at leaſt kept one principal hero in view, and 
given us a continued narrative, without any of 
the interruptions that have been objected to 


Arioſto, which objection I have endeavoured 


to remove in my laſt publication of the OR- 


LANDO, by digeſting the adventures into a 


5 regular ſeries. 


Whatever may be che faults of the Ri- 
NALDO, with reſpect to fable, character, 
and other requiſites of regular compoſition, I 
believe it will be found in the original, even 
by the readers of the JERUSALEM, neither 
defective in energy of expreſſion, nor beauty 
of verification; at the ſame time the whole 
is fo varied with intereſting events and lively 
- E OS imagery, 


3 


— 
F 


EENNGS 


PF REF ASK ix 
imagery, that it cannot but prove highly ae- 
ceptable to all thoſe who are delighted with 


poetica excurſions into the regions of fancy 


and romance; to the admirers of Aklos ro, 


Tasso, and SPENSER ; and it is chiefly for 
the uſe of ſuch readers that the preſent ver- 
fon 3 is intended. 
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State of the forces of Charlemain and the Pagans on 
the plains of Aſpramont, after the deaths of Troyano, 7 
Agolant, and Almontes. Account of Orlando. Rinaldo, 
then very young, being detained by his friends in France 
from the ſcene of action, is jealous of the riſing glory of his 
kinſman Orlando. He quits Paris, and retiring to a grove, 
laments his ſituation : he finds a horſe and armour, and ſets 
cout in ſearch of adventures. He hears of the wonderful 
horſe Bayardo, enchanted in the foreſt of Arden; and reſolves 
to undertake that adventure. His meeting with a beautiful 
huntreſs, who proves to be a princeſs of the court of Char- 
lemain. In order to make trial of his valour, he, at her in- 
ſtigation, fights with and 8 all her knights. | 


0 _ 


0 VE's + Bae pains I _ when firſt his dart 
Transfix d the young Rinaldo's gentle heart; 


How amorous fires, and thirſt of glory led 


His venturous ſteps in danger's paths to tread,” 


What time the Moors, by e Charles 


i 


„ 1 5 


ſubdu'd, | o 


Though ſtrong in courage, weak in battle ſtood ; 
While ftretch'd on Aſpramont s contended plain, 
Lay Agolant and ſtern Almontes ſlain. 

O mule! that oft with me in ruſtic groves, 


HFaſt ſung to artlefs notes my growing loves, 10 


When liſtening ſhades approv'd my tender lays, 
And Echo learn'd to ſound the fair-one's praiſe ; 


Since now (my verſe to other themes addreſt) 


A nobler ſubje& ſwells my labouring breaſt, 
— EG. 


@ 
/ 


$- : CCC 
Do thou with equal warmth the ſong inſpire, 15 
And grant that aid ſublimer ſtrains require. 

Some future day a mightier taſk may claim, 

A tribute to Eſtenſian Lewis' fame, 

Though deeds like his, can aſk no mortal. rhymes, . 
| To ſend his name to far-ſucceeding times, 26 
A name that ſhines, by native worth diſplay d, 


And ſoars to heaven without terreſtrial aid. 
And thou, illuſtrious prince! 1 of honour'd race, 


N Whoſe brow fuch wreaths, whoſe rare ſuch virtues 3 
grace; 5 
Whoſe glory darts around hack fervid rays, TY 4 
All ſplendor fades in their ſuperior blaze; 
If Cer thy thoughts from loftier views deſcend, 5 
Vouchſafe awhile thy favouring ear to lend : 
Here may'ſt thou ſee, in ſhadowy fiction dreſt, 
F hy praiſe perchance by other names expreſt : 8 | 
But when thy brows ſhall wear the triple crown, . 
And Hereſy ſhall lie by thee o erthrown; 
When, by thy breath inſpir'd, the pious hands 
Of Chriſtian peers ſhall dare th' Egyptian bands; 
When the ſtern Ottoman to thee ſhall yield = © 
Th' ill gotten ſpoils of many a ſanguine field, 
Then to the trumpet wall I change the lyre, 
And with thy deeds and arms my ſong inſpire. 
Victorious 
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Victorious Charles, in many a bloody fight, 
Had met and quel ld proud Afric's boaſted might: 40 
By brave Orlando, on the fatal plain, | 
Lay great Almontes and his brother * ſlain: 

Yet ſtill the Pagans, though by fortune croſt, 

Preſery' d their place in many a guarded poſt, 

Which near the ſeas, or far on land they gain d, 45 
Since firſt their arms th' invaſive war maintain d. 
Bur Charles, who held the field and neighbouring 
| ſhores, 

In various parts beſieg d the Pagan powers, 

That oft oppreſt i in ſuch a doubtful ſtate, 


7 Preſag d the turn of more diſaſtrous fate. 0 ö 


2 | Each day ſome chief their works or lofty wall | 


Forſook, and iffu'd forth, at honour”s call, 

To prove in daring liſt of ſingle fight, 

If Moors with Franks could boaſt an equal might. 
But when the fun withdrew his golden head, 55 
And night o'er heaven her ſable pinions ſpread, . 
Their troops conjoin'd our ſleeping hoſt aſſail'd, 

To try that fortune, which ſo oft had fail d. 

The palm from all who in the liſt exceld, 


Or firlt 1 in general fight the glory held, 60 
N dor Ano. 
B Ton Orlando 


' — _ 


5 
þ 
/ : 
| 
| 
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Orlando won a youth whoſe warlike praiſe 


Might rival heroes ſung in ancient days. 


No knight ſo bold, with cuiraſs, plate, or mail, 


By magic fram'd, could aught in arms avail 
To meet that force, to which in every field 65 
Might Mars himſelf the prize of battle yield. | 
How oft this youth, with ſingle prowels, chac'd 
A thouſand Pagans from the plain diſgrac d! 
Hoy oft himſelf through hoſtile ſquadrons hew'd! 
| How oft with Mooriſh gore the earth bedew'd ! EL: 79 : 


How oft, with anguiſh pierc'd, the wretched bands 


: of Agolant confeſs d thoſe ſlaughtering hands, 
By which the braveſt chiefs of Afric lain, 


In purple mountains heap' d the groaning plain. 


Soon buſy Fame with rapid pinion ſpeeds, 7 5 


And bears from clime to clime his glorious deeds : 
From ſmall beginning greater bulk ſhe gains, 
And every hour increaſing ſtrength attains ; 


Yet, mingling truth with lies, {till changing ſhows 


A different form, nor reſt nor ſlumber knows. 8 


Amidſt the many that her wonders hear, 


She pours the tale in young Rinaldo's ear; 


His valorous kinſman's martial worth diſplays, 


And every feat that ſtamps Qrizndo' $ proce, 


\ | At 


Bor I, R IN AI. D o. e 
5 At once great Amon s noble fon *  confeſs'd $ 5 
The emulation of a generous breaſt; 
And hence, with heavier weight of grief he ſees 
His flower of youth conſum'd in ſhameful eaſe, 
When ripening manhood call d him forth to dare 15 
The toils and hazards of deſtructive war; 90 
Nor longer lead, remote from martial ſtrife, 

In robes of peace a ſafe degenerate life; 

Like ſome weak dame that toil and danger flies, 
That wields the diſtaff, and the needle plies. 
Ae fears each tongue may thus reproach his name, 

And juſtly tinge his cheek with conſcious ſhame. 96 
= Lo ! one whoſe hours of thoughtleſs ſloth diſgrace 
The well-earn'd honours of his ancient race!“ 

Such thoughts revolving in his reſtleſs mind, 
Hie left the town and regal domes behind, 100 
Fair Paris' town; where, till that hour, detain'd 

By fond maternal care, the youth remain'd ; 
And haſtening thence, a verdant mead he found, 
Where flowers of fragrant ſcent adorn'd the ground ; 
Ober whoſe ſmooth ſurface many a tree difplay'd 105 
Its leafy boughs to form a grateful ſhade: | 85 
This wiſh'd retreat, from prying eyes apart, 
He choſe to caſe the ſorrows of his heart, 
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He fate, and inly ſighing, thus expreſs'd 

The ſecret anguiſh of a wounded breaſt. 110 
Ah! wherefore ſhould not anger, grief, and ſhame, 


| Whoſe blended powers oppreſs this vital frame, 
_ Conſume me quite, and end theſe hapleſs days, 
NO longer then the theme of blame or praiſe $ 
No deed I boaſt, whoſe merit my efface £1725 oy "IH 
The ſtain my life muſt bring on Amon's race ; | 
A wretch am I, of all mankind depreſt, 
Nor bleſt by fortune, nor by virtue bleſt. 
Not one ſo abject angry heaven ſurveys, 


Where Phoebus ſhines with mild or ſcorching rays! 


O! that my happier lot had been decreed 121 
In humble life — no branch from Amon's ſeed ! 1 


Why was I not a timorous woman born, 


Nor made the ſubject thus of others? ſcorn ? 


In noble blood, in him who draws his birth 125 
From princely parents of unſullied worth, - 


Diſgrace i is doubled deeper ſinks the ſtain 
Than where the lips can vaunt no gentle ſtrain, 


| Ah! what avails it now in thought to view | 
Thoſe honours that my great forefathers knew ? 1 30 


| 


Array'd i in ſteel behold Orlando goes, 


And hews down ſquadrons of the Pagan foes ; 


rr 7 


And with his conquering ſword, in crimſon dy'd, 
Bends from her ſummit Afric's towery pride; 
While I my hours to empty pleaſures give, 135 

In eaſe and indolence luxurious live; 

In gilded roofs, amidſt the downy plume 
Of ſleep immers'd, my piime of years conſume, 

To a fond mother's prayers and tears reſign'd, 
A flate that ill beſeems the manly mind! 140 
As thus he mourns, a neighing ſteed he hears, 
Whoſe piercing note aſſails his ſtartled ears: 
Sudden he turns, and caſting round his eyes, 
| Beneath the ſhade a ſtately courſer ſpies: 

g Ty'd to an ancient tree, the curbing rein "Sy - 
Confines his ardour, while he champs i in vain. {EEE 
The frothy bit, and proudly prancing round, 
Shakes his looſe mane, and paws the trembling ground. 

Againſt the trunk appear'd, with ſplendor bright, oY 

Oft gems and gold diffuſing mingled light, 150 

A warriors arms, that ſeem'd in every part 
The wondrous work of more than human art, 

'Lefs} Joys the thirſty ſtag, by fortune led 

Where the ſtream murmurs in its welcome bed; 


Of he, the youth, who unexpected gains 3 155 


The fair- one's fight that caus d his love-ſick pains 1 
Than 
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Than now th exulting knight rejoic'd to find. 

0 (Since all on battle ran his ardent mind) 

Theſe radiant arms, that grac'd the trunk from far, 
Like ſome proud trophy to the God of war; 160 
| Theſe round his limbs the fiery youth "_ 1 
And round his limbs the mail ſo fitly clos'd, 


: 1 He deem'd ſome friendly hand had wrought the ſpoil 


That ſeem'd the product of Vulcanian toils,- © 
He view'd, where, painted on a golden field, 165 
A furious panther fill'd th expreſſive ſhield : oy 
Cruel his eye, his hairs like briſtles roſe, 
And every gazer's breaſt with terror froze. 
High on his hindmoſt feet the ſavage ſtood, 
i His mouth and claws diſtain'd with recking blood : 170 
his fam'd device great Amon's fires obtain' d, 


And ſons ſucceeding | ſons in fight ſuſtain'd. 

And now the glowing youth with eager ſpeed 

T he bridle loos'd and ſeiz' d the ſnorting ſteed ; 

Nor touch d the ſtirrup, but with active heat 175 

At once impetuous vaults into the ſeat. 

8 Plac' d on his courſer, with ſevere delight, 5 

He view id his limbs in glittering armour bright: 

Around on every part his eyes he roll'd, 

The ſteely breaſt- plate and the targe of gold 1% 
1 | 8 85 . They." 
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Then, with ſtrong graſp, the « quivering ſpear he ſhook, ; 
That many a knight to earth, unſeated, ſtruck. 
The ſword he left, for ſtill in mind he weigh'd 
A ſolemn oath his lips erewhile had made; 
When with his brethren twain (a gentle band) 185 
He took the rank of knight from Charles's hand, 
In greateſt dangers ne'er in fight to wield | 
A truſty falchion 1 in the doubtful field, 
Till ſuch a weapon firſt in arms he won 
From ſome fam'd chief, in fields of battle known, 190 
Behold him now with martial ardor fir'd, 
hoſe ſoul to deeds of high emprize aſpir' q, 
With fierce ; Impatience wind his mettled ſeed, 
And with the ſpur impel his tardy ſped ; 
While riſing hopes his fearleſs boſom warm, 5 __ 
To meet ſome peril worthy of his arm. | 55 
He haſtes — he flies — and ſwifter than the wind, 
Soon iſſues on the plain, and leaves the grove behind. 
As when the horſe forſakes his native ſcat, 
Impell'd with vernal ſtings of amorous heat, 200 


Nor curbing rein, nor torrents? rolling force, 
. Nor rocks, nor floods with-hold his rapid courſe : 
So fares the youth, whoſe emulating breaſt 
The ſpur of honour {till forbids to reſt. 
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Now here, now there he wanders, of reviews 2035 
Woods, caves, and ſireams, and oft his toil renews. 
What time the labouring hinds with gladſome care 
The ox unyoking, to their home repair, 9 
And from our world the ſun declining flies 
To paint with colour'd beams remoter ſkies, 210 
He enter'd Arden s ancient wood, convey d 
By fate reſiſtleſs to this dreary ſhade, 
Al night he rode, but when with roſeate ray 
Aurora bluſhing gave returning day, 
A ſire he met, of reverend mien, who ſhow'd N 
His hoary face by time in wrinkles plough'd ; 
Slow as he pac'd, a truſty ſtaff ſupply'd * 
Its needful aid his trembling feet to guide: 
His ſow-white locks and every ſign expreſs'd 


A pilgrim, long by creeping years oppreſt : 


15 
t 
9 


On young Rinaldo now he fix'd his look, 
And thus in mild and ſolemn accents woke. 
Say, whither goeſt thou, by ill fortune led, 
Methinks already I behold thee dead! 5 
Since many a warrior, wandering here, has drown d 
In ſtreams of vital blood the fatal ground, 226 
Who durſt fo raſhly in his ſtrength confde, 
To cope with powers by mortals vainly try'd. 


5 Know- 


= For me, if right theſe feeble members ſpeak, 


And to the warning fire he thus returns, 
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Know then, this foreſt has a ſteed receiv d, 

0 Whoſe force excels all force of ſteeds believ d: 230 | 
Than which no land a goodlier cour ſer ſees, 
No land where ſummers burn, or winters freeze: 

To ſhun his fight, like frighted hares, diſmay'd, 
| Fell boars and lions lurk in covering ſhade : 
5 Through craſhing trees his furious way he makes, 235 
Air groans around, and earth beneath him ſnakes! 7 
Explore, unhappy knight, ſome ſafe retreat 

7 Of cave or den—methinks his thundering feet | 
Already fill the woods with dread alarms, 5 
Nor aught with him avail thy ſtrength and arms. 249 | 


70 It little boots my ſafety hence to ſeek, 
To extend a life, that every waſting hour 
Awaits the ſtroke of death's remorſeleſs power. 

So ſpoke the ſage: and while Rinaldo hears, 245 
| His generous ſpirit owns no abject fears, 
But glows with tenſold ardor here to raiſe 
From unexampled deeds eternal praiſe; 


| For high diſdain within his boſom burns, 250 
? To hear another urge him thence to fly, FRY 


As if he ſhunn'd | in honour' 8 cauſe to die. 
F 
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Fly thoſe that fear—no noble knight (he cries) 

Neglects the javelin and the ſpur applies : : 

The more the peril frowns, he bolder ſtands 255 

To meet ſuck peril with determin'd hands: 5 

Behold me firm; whatever chance betide, 

To ſhow by certain proof my proweſs try d 

Place me where Phœbus darts his warmeſt OY 

| My feet ſhould hither ſpeed to purchaſe fame. 260 

e faid: th' attentive fage with wonder view'd 

The intrepid youth, and thus his words rene wd. 

No knight like thee has ever met theſe eyes, 

My ſpeech but fewel to thy zeal ſupplies, 

That prompts thee now to ſeek the glorious meed 26 by | 

Which honour gives for this adventurous deed; 

And well I deem in thee ere long to find 
A proweſs equal to thy dauntleſs mind ; 

So ſhall thy valiant hands, with Heaven to blend, 
Soon bring this arduous taſk to proſperous end. 270 
Fate calls thee now thy living name to raiſe, ws 
And crown thee after death with deathleſs praiſe : 
Attend my counſel—when with fearleſs aim 
Thou ſingly ſeek'ſt yon courſer's power to tame, 

(So may'ſt thou eaſier that dire fury quell, 27 5 
: By which before ſo many warriors fell; : 

| CE TY : ——_ 
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Uſe every art to drag to earth the need, =: 
When inſtant mildneſs ſhall his rage ſucceed ; 
| And he more gently yield to thy command, 
That Xanthus fierce to great Achilles hand. 280 
Now hear his ſtory, yet by few receiv'd, 
And when thou hear'ſt it, ſcarce, O knight ! believ d. 
Brave Amadis of France, through earth renown "+ 
To Oriana fair, in nuptials bound, 
By tempeſt driven, with long and dangerous toil, 235 
An iſland reach'd, ſince call'd the dangerous ifle ; 
| That diſtant far beneath the freezing Zone, 
With other iNands then remain'd unknown. 
The champion there, with years and labours broke, 
This ſteed ſubdu'd, and thence to Gallia took. 299 
But when to brighter orbs he ſteer'd his flight, e 
And left the world to mourn his loſs in night, 
A wondrous chance the fatal ſteed befel, 
In theſe black ſhades, within a gloomy cell 
By Alquife * kept, whoſe magic-working mind 295 
A myſtic ſpell of ſtrange effect deſign” SE 
That here detain'd, no knight by art or force 
Should to his guidance bend the fiery horſe, 
Save him whoſe blood deriv'd its ancient claim 
From generous Amadis of royal name; 300 
| A great enchanter in AMADIS de GAULE, | 


And 
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: But luckleſs he whom raſh deſire impels 


* _ 


„% RINALDO. boss f 
And him whoſe arm ſuperior might could boaſt, 


Or equal his amidſt the embattled hoſt : 
And from that hour which ſaw the magic deed. 


Complete, no eye till late beheld the ſteed: 


Since when, the moon has twice ten times diſplay'd 305 
Her monthly horns to tinge the nightly ſhade, | 

And now by ſigns, the fated time appears, 
The fated time prefix'd in rolling years, 

To break the powerful ſpell, ſo ſtrongly fram' d, 


And ſee at length the furious courſer tam'd. _ 310 


Nor wonder that, remov'd to Gallia's clime, 
The ſteed ſtill lives to this far diſtant time: 


While magic charms o'er man or beaſt maintain 


Their potent farce, the Parcæ hold in vain 
The vital thread, nor can their dreaded power 315 


Abridge th enchanted life a ſingle hour. 


All Nature's laws the magic ſeer obey, 
Who ſhares with Nature's ſelf an equal ſway. 


Theſe woods conceal the cave, where veil'd in night 


The courſer never ſtrays to meet the ſight : ; f 320 


To approach the covert where retir'd he dwells! 
Hence muſt I part—thou, noble youth, farewell ! 1 
And if chou hop'ſt to break the wondrous ſpell, 


93 1 F orget 
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F orget not this—that when the ſteed 0 een 32 # 
Shall preſs the earth, the palm becomes thy own. 


Scarce had he ſaid, when ſudden from the view 


Midſt the thick ſhades the friendly ſage withdrew : 
Swift as the ſun adown th' horizon guides 


His glowing car to plunge i in weſtern tides. 38 
Rinaldo wondering ſtood, and Glent mus d, 
Like one whoſe brain, with feveriſh heat confus d, 
Sees dreadful viſions i in his ſlumber riſe, 


Of phantoms never ſhown to waking eyes. 


The form that to Rinaldo ſeem'd a ſage 335 


Low bending with the weight of cares and age, 
Was Malagigi, to the champion dear, 


In ties of blood, in ties of friendſhip near; i 


Indu'd with all the powers of magic-art, 


And the mild virtues of a generous heart; 340 


Since every hour he ſpent of lengthen'd days, 


To aſſiſt the brave in deeds of virtuous praiſe. 

He late Rinaldo for awhile reſtrain'd 

To eaſe inglorious, and in France detain'd, 

Till dire preſaging ſtars their threats ſhould ceaſe, 34 5 


And with his growing years his ſtrength increaſe. 


Now paſt the threatenings of malignant ſkies, 
That oft diſmay, and oft impel the wiſe, 
V The 
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The von he foo, where on a tree diſpos'd, 
He to his fight the wiſh'd-for arms diſclos' d. 350 
Meantime Rinaldo, with his ſteed, purſu'd 1 
5 * tedious path amidſt th entangling wood, 

In hope to reach, by track of welcome feet, 
Through ways unknown, the courſer's dark retreat. 
At every noiſe, or breath of ruſtling wind, 355 
Tlis fancy raiſes what he ſeeks to find; i cs OR 
But through the foreſt ſtill he toils in vain, 
Till evening Phcebus gilds the weſtern main; - 
Then near a fountain ſide (of four that fram'd 
By Merlin's art, were through the region fam'd) 360 
is ſteed forſaking, on the verdant bed, 
| Reclin'd at eaſe his weary limbs he ſpread 5 
Then with the river's tide, and homely food 
Of fruits that wildly grew, his ſtrength renew 4. 9 0 
At morn he roſe, again with eager haſte 365 
Purſu'd his ſearch amid the devious waſte ; 

But when Apollo from his mid-day ſeat 
Had pierc d the ſolid earth with ſcorching heat, 
He heard, or ſcem'd amidſt the groves to hear 
| The noiſe of ſteeds and hunters in his ear: 370 | 
Then to the found the youth his courſe addreſs'd, 
Deſire and hope mann in his breaſt, 


= Sudden 


Was 
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Sudden appear'd at diſtance in his ſight; 
A hind of beauteous form and milky white, 


That, cours'd at ſpeed, appear'd to fly from death; 37 5 


With feet o'erweary'd and with panting breath, 
| While chilly ſweats her feeble frame bedew'd : 
Yet fear ſo far her fainting ſtrength renew'd, 
Still through the woods her rapid flight ſhe took, 
And far behind the gazing knight forſook, 38 a 5 
He next high ſeated on a palfrey view'd 1 
(That with an arrow's ſpeed the chace pirkvd) 
A blooming maid, in foreign veſture dreſt, 
| Whoſe garb and mien her princely line confeſs'd 
| By whom the timorous beaſt her wound receiv d, 38 5 
By whom was ſoon of harmleſs life bereay'd : 
Deep in her ſhoulder fix d, with thrilling ſmart, 


Through ſprinkled woods ſhe bore the mortal dart, 


Rinaldo wondering mark'd th' approaching fair, 

Admir'd her faultleſs ſhape, her courtly air; 390 
Her lovely locks, part waving in the wind, 

And part in knots of beamy gold confin'd; 

Her rich embroider'd weeds, that gently preſs'd 
The hidden beauties of her ſwelling breaſt, 

And, claſp'd above the knees, to view expos'd 3983 


Her ſnowy feet 1 in purple buſkins clos'd; 
VHV 
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Her eyes that ſparkling tender glances ſhed ; 
The roſe and lily o'er her features ſpread ; 
Her ivory forehead, and her lips that ſmil'd 

With every ſweet that ſorrow's ſelf beguil'd. 400 
Struck with the ſight, the gentie youth amaz'd, 
With ſilent tranſport on her perſon gaz d. 

Not fo, Diana, when Actæon view d 
Thy naked beauties in the cryſtal flood, 
He ſpeechleſs, with enraptur 'd looks beheld 405 
The peerleſs form that earthly forms excell'd : 
Thoſe nameleſs graces that reſplendent ſhin'd 

O'er all her ſex, and every charm refin'd, 

Swift on Rinaldo's ſenſe like magic ſtole, 
And ſeiz'd with grateſul force his melting ſoul, 410 
There fix'd with ſudden power Love's mighty throne, 
Where ſoon he reign d ſuperior and alone. 
Then chus he ſpoke: O! Whether mortal fair, 
Or born of heaven, may heaven's peculiar care 
Watch o' er thy peace, and every ſtar that dreſs'd 415 
Thy form with beauty, join to make thee bleſt! 
And happy ſhall I deem my fate decreed 
For thee to conquer, or for thee to bleed! 
But ſince it now has pleas” d the favouring ſkies 
To give an angel to my raviſh'd eyes, 420 

9 | e 


fork ie e 


0 ! gracious hear, and let thy lips reveal 


What yet from me the envious fates conceal, _— 


That thus thy birth, thy ſtate, thy virtues ſhown, 

: As now thy outward mien and grace are known, 

1 may with honours due thy name adore, 42 5 
And thee, ſole Goddeſs of my vows, implore. 8 

As thus Rinaldo ſpoke, a roly red 

With modeſt bloom, the fair-one's cheek 0 erſpread. 
80 looks the paly regent of the night, | 
When windy vapours hide her ſilver light ; 439 
With deepening bluſh her features lovelier ſhow'd, 
And brighter fires within his boſora glow d.. 
To him the virgin then theſe words addreſs'd, 


| Each word a flame and arrow in his breaſt. 


Not, as thou deem'ſt, am I—O! gentle knight! 4 3 ” 


. Nor can my merits ſoar ſo vaſt a height; 


Ike thine, my form of human mould I own,” : 
And ſubject live to Charles“ imperial throne. 
Yet, great in arms my brother boaſts a name, 
That draws from royal blood its lineal claim ; 440 
O er Gaſcony, by right of birth commands, 
And now with Charles he wars in foreign landls, 

For me, u unfetter d yet by Hymen' s chain, 
1 love che ſports of Cynthia's virgin train, 
C J- [ dwell 
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I dwell within a caftle's neighbouring ſeat; 445 
With me my mother ſhares the calm retreat; | 
Nor want I what my wiſh or rank may claim, 

(Menials and friends) and Clarice my name. 
But who art thou, Sir knight ? thy deeds diſplay, 


Whoſe proffer'd ſeryice I with thanks repay. 450 
To whom Rinaldo thus—My birth I trace 


From mighty Conftantine's imperial race, 


Who mov'd the ſeat of rule to Grecian lands, 


And left fair [taly in alien hands. 
| of Clarmont 8 blood, my ſire is Amon * 455 - 


Amongſt the Paladins of Gallia fam'd 


Rinaldo am I call'd, whom zeal i 


In thy defence to prove a warrior's fires. 


Who knows not of thy fire with honours crown d, 


Of all thy race for feats of arms renown'd? 460 
(Feats witneſs'd oft by many an eye that view'd 
The flying foe by Clarmont's ſword ſubdu'd) 

Of great Orlando, whoſe all- conquering hands 
From faithleſs Moors defend the Chriſtian bands? 
But yet no deeds of thine has rumour ſpread— - 46 5 

The damſel ſpoke, and as theſe words ſhe ſaid, 


Each accent ſeem'd to rive his conſcious beet; : 


He groan' d, with anguiſh and with ſhame oppreſt, 
Inly 
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Inly he rav'd, with pain he drew his breath, 
He figh'd for fame though bought by glorious death, 
Till to her mild reproach he thus reply'd, 471 
Fer mild reproach that touch'd his noble pride. 
I own Orlando's deeds fo far tranſcend, 5 
That few with him in glory's liſt contend; 
: But though ſo high his matchleſs worth I deem, 475 
(Nor let, fair dame, theſe words a boaſting ſeem) 
I little fear to meet his arm in fight, 
And prove in equal field a recreant knight, 
Would Heaven but grant that now thoſe lovely eyes 
Might ſee us both diſpute the victor's prize. 480 
He ceas'd: and ſudden round the virgin drew 
Of knights and dames a brave and courtly crew: 
Some ill they fear'd, ſince borne with eager ſpeed 
The chace ſhe follow d on her nimble ſteed, 
And left them far behind—but when they view'd 485 
In ſafety her, whom anxious they purſu'd, 
Each gliſtening eye exulting pleaſure ſhow'd, 
And every heart with loyal tranſport glow'd, 1 
Her train ſhe ſaw, and with a ſmiling look, 
To, young Rinaldo turning, thus ſhe ſpoke, 490 
If Heaven, brave youth, with ſtrength thy nerves 


inveſt, 


And breathe fuch courage in thy noble breaſt, 
£4. "> To 


. 

21 
- 
: 


„ 
1 
1 
1 
i 
i 1 
q . 
[1 1 4 
1 
{LM 
08 
b k 
1 
5 
2 
4 
4 
+22 
1 
#5: 
$8 
195 
e 
38 
' 2851 
Fi 
9 5 
* 3 l 
ir 
Fg 3H 2 
1 4 
E 5 
17 RJ 
1 
„ 
14738 
| 
of 4 
1 FEF 
HE IM 
en 
1 
l 
| 359%! 
an 
1 
Hibs 308 
gy £4 : 
WES! 
/ ö 
EN 
FE... 
1 * 
„ 
$15 2 
* os ; 
1 39 
FTE V 
£'3% 1 
- $34 . 
BHS: 
. 
1 
N 
1 
1 R 3 
dy Fo * 
) * . 
i 
1 * BJ 
* o . 
! 7 
F "3 
#3 ＋ 
1-453 
| . 
is 7” | 
1 
: $ 
3313-8 
. 
x 112 
3 1 
148 
in 
+ 3862] 
3 
+7 
1467.8 
1 
+ 33 
: 3 W 
48H 
1 
= » KY 
WE 4: 
a "i 
36 
1 Fo 
Ro # 
= _ 
© wk | 
4M 
T3 
__ 
1 , 
_ 148 3 
3 4 4 
r 
* 17 2 * 
£0 ; 
iT Y 
FL OM 
£ 2 
& 4 
ES + | 
1 * £4 
REN Hi 
RY 
\-; 91 
4 + + 
x «Bi 
_ 
1 
J ** 
"BE 15 
1 
1 
. 
__— "71 
* . x1 
1 * 
o Vv 
© LL ! 
„ 
* 8 - 
Ti 
J Fc. 
$3 W 
i #3 
4; * 
= 
on F 
{ 
©) 
* 
18 
1 
14 
oF. 
\ 5 
1 
7 
4 
2 
7 
. 
137 
++, fl 
7; val 
I 
rs 
F: } 
i 
= 
4 26 
uo! | 
\* FS 
+ 43 
i% 7$] 
1 
; : 
3 £30 
„ 
N 
1 
s : 
1. 
0 
171 
14 
8 * 
1 
'\ 3B 
4: 
9 . 
14 
75 
14 


= N * ———— 4 3 e 
K 8 ths . — gy, c 
4 of 2.82 A 1 3 " 8. — N IP rod * * ** = 4 
_—_x 2. * s: * — — ode K — — 
9 
— 


— 
8 
. . 
—— 8 

N 12 1 2 
— —— 3 


parts — 
2 — 


W 
Saved 


— fs) AO ty" nr er —— 5 — 
"it r 
— —— a. 
— 
nee rea 


. — — 
> = a 7 


24 R IN A L D O. Book I. 


To meet Orlando's arm, whoſe ſingle might 
Boaſts every praiſe that crowns a perfect knight, 


With him j an fields of dangerous Mars to vie— — 49 5 
Here may'ſt thou now thy early valour try. 


Dar'ſt thou in combat brave Orlando's hand? 


Behold my warriors, a determin'd band; 
Let theſe in jouſt beneath thy valour fall, 
And thou, a ſingle knight, oppoſe them all, 500 


Then ſhall I ſay ſuch palms thy arm has won, 
As well beſpeak thee mighty Amon's ſon: 


So ſhalt thou equal ſhine, with ſword and lance 
To him, eſteem'd the matchleſs peer of France. 


The virgin ceas'd: her grateful words 1 impart 50 5 


A ſudden tranſport to Rinaldo's heart. 


Then thus : The taſk thou giv'ſt, tranſcendent dame, 


Demands a knight of no ignoble name; 


| Yet much I hope—if thy all-heavenly charms | 
With equal force inſpire my feeble arms. 510 


He ſaid, and wheel'd his ſteed with rapid pace, 
And ſtood before the warriors face to face, 5 


Gaz'd on their martial mien with ardent look, 


Then thus aloud in threatening geſture ſpoke. 


Ye valorous warriors ! no imputed blame, 515 


Nor Juſt revenge. for wrongs, nor r injur'd fame, 


A nobler 


5 An ancient feud with mutual hatred reign'd ; 


For this to Gallia' $ realm he came conceal'd, 
Left outrage ſhould attend his name reveal'd; 
And, urg d by force of tyrant love, bely'd 
Beneath an humble rank his lineal pride; 


"wat i i 8 25 
'A nobler cauſe impels my arm to try 

| How far your force oppos'd with mine may vie. 
Be now defy'd and let th' event declare, 


Who from the field the victor” s wreath may bear, 1 


And merits beſt to ſerve yon princely far. mY 1 
Then ſtern Alcaſtus, whoſe undoubted foray, 0 
(His father dead) T heſſalia's realms obey, wy 
As one inflam'd with mingled love and pride, | 
In bitter taunts, ſeverely thus reply'd. 525 
Inſenſate ! well thou ſay'ſt—the preſent hour 
Shall prove this faithful ſpear's reſiſtleſs * 

And make to thee his fatal folly known, 
Who dares another's ſtrength, but weighs not firſt his 

own. e e 

This knight for Gallia left his native ſtate, 53360 
In evil time to meet diſaſtrous fate ; | | 
The charms of Clarice his wonder drew, | 
And to his heart the pointed arrow flew. 


Between his ſire and Charles, for years maintain nd, 


55 


Till 


„ RINALDO, Box 
Till favouring fortune led him to obtain 540 
A place in Clarice's attending train. Da: 
| Rinaldo, when he heard the rival knight 
With words ſo fierce accept the proffer'd fight, 
His weapon plac'd in reſt, and rein'd his ſteed: 
The foe prepar'd for jouſt with equal ſpeed: 545 
- Ax Lace Det champions graſp the beamy lance, 
At once embrace the ſhield, at once advance: 
That, bears his point againſt the helm addreſt, 
Where o'er the forehead plays the dancing creſt ; T N 


This, with leſs art, againſt his rival's breaſt, 550 } 
| Unmov'd Rinaldo on his breaſt ſuſtain dd — 
The ſpear, that many from their ſeat conſtrain'd ; 

But ſtern Alcaſtus, with a mortal wound, 
Hurl'd from his courſer, dy'd in blood the ground. 
Again Rinaldo, firmly ſeated, flew 555 
Amidft the thickeſt of the knightly crew, L 
And with two wounds two gallant warriors ſlew ; 
Then with half-ſpear (his ſpear aſunder broke) 
He ſcatter d deaths from many a fearful ſtroke: 
Till ſplinter'd to his graſp, the craſhing wood 560 
Around the plain a thouſand fragments ſtrow'd. 
His ſpear thus ſhiver'd, hope rekindling roſe, 
To breathe freſh courage in his ſhrinking foes ; 
| But 
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But ſtill the noble youth the fight purſu d, 5 
Though all diſarm'd his better hand he view'd: 565 
So generous minds, unquell'd in every ſtate, 
Oft gain new ardour from diſaſtrous fate. 

Meantime fair Clarice, with ſteadfaſt ſight, 
5 Beheld the valour of this youthful knight : 
That matchleſs valour firſt her wonder bred, 570 
On wonder then her gentle fancy fed 9 e 
With fond delight; that fond delight to view 

His deeds, himſelf, within her boſom blew 


The kindled ſparks; and while ſhe prais'd his worth, 


By flow degrees ſhe gave affection birth. 575 
But now, in rage renew'd, the rival foes 5 
With force conjoin d the fearleſs knight encloſe; 5 
One from his helm the waving creſt divides; 
One through his fencing ſhield the weapon guides ; 5 
His vizor ſome, and ſome his limbs aſſail, 580 
Each part ſecur d in plate and jointed mail. 
Rinaldo now advances, now retires, 
And, dauntleſs, ftill to victory aſpires. 
His courſer wheeling round, with nervous hand | 
He ſeiz'd the boldeſt of the warrior band, 385 
Seiz 'd by the gaſping throat, and whirling round, 
To diſtance caſt him lifeleſs on the ground. 
ps | = 
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7 Againſt another aim'd a deadly ſtroke 
With gauntlet mail'd, and thro” his helmet broke, 
When ſenſe and life at once the wretch forſook. 


8 FFT 
One on his helmet drove the pointed ſpear, 


And vainly hop'd the battle ended here. 


Him with a ſhock Rinaldo's fiery horſe 590 
Hurl'd from his ſeat : the youth with matchleſs force 


| Nor yet their fury ceas'd; but Lyncus flew 595 


(Not flame more rapid) from the warrior- crew, 


To cloſer fight; when him Rinaldo tore 


Fierce from his ſeat with unreſiſted power, 


And ſent the living weight amidſt the ſoe, 
Who, fainting now, their former warmth forego; 600 


And, terror-ſtruck, no longer dare engage 


Th' unequal conteſt with Rinaldo's rage. 


Then, loſt in wonder, with a ſmiling look 


Fair Clarice advanc'd, and thus ſhe ſpoke : 


Unconquer'd champion! well by proof is known 


Thy matchleſs valour—ſee the palm thy own! 606 
The cauſe of quarrel paſt, thy fury ceaſe, 


Behold each bends, and ſues to thee for peace. 
As when the ſkies the T yrrhene ocean laves, 


And buries veſſels in its gulphy waves, 610 


If chance, with looks ſerene, above the tides 


lis car triumphant hoary Neptune guides, 


The 
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T he winds are huſh'd, th' obedient waters ſleep, 

And all unruffled hes th expanded deep: 

So, at her preſence, at the dear requeſt | 615 


Of that lov'd voice, the knight his wrath ſuppreſs'd; 


And fince, to where th Heſperian billows rolbd, 
Apollo ſtoop'd with flamy wheels of gold, 

The wounded warriors on the bier they laid, 

And thence by menials from the field convey'd. 620 
But near his Clarice, with fond delight, 

In pleaſing converſe rode the happy knight; 

While as they rode, he ſought her mind to move 

With all the gentle eloquence of love; 
Vet ſhe or ſeems unconſcious of his pain, 625 
Or treats with harſh rebuke, or coy diſdain, 
That every hope with cruel fear depreſs'd, 
And damp'd the tranſient rapture in his breaſt; 

For though ſhe Ggh'd with paſſion like his own, 
She durſt not make, like him, her paſſion known: 6 30 
Alas ſhe knew not love conceal'd acquires 
Redoubled ſtrength, and burns with fiercer fires, 

_ Meantime the youth, unpractis'd to deſcry 

The thoughts that veil'd by outward ſemblance le, 
Chill'd by her looks, that ſpeak ungentle ſcorn, „ 
1 'cels with a thouſand pangs tus bolom corn, ON 
| | How 
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How oft the fair in outward features ſhow 

VUnfeeling ſenſe of love and amorous woe, 

Vet bear within a ſoft and duRiile heart 

For ever open to receive his dart! 640 

Unſkill'd he views the ſex's various kind, 1 

Who deems the face an index of the mind. 

To win their prey each coyert art they uſe, 
: Thus conquer man, who thoſe that fly purſues, 

But moſt Rinaldo mourn'd, in fear his name, 643 

| Yet undiſtinguiſh'd in the ranks of fame, : 

Deſerv d not love like hers—he little knows 

What tender conflict in her boſom glows ; | 

Yet hopes he ſtill ſuch future wreaths to gain | 
As might, approv'd, her favouring grace obtain: : 6 50 
Thus love incites the brave to generous deeds, 


| As goring ſpurs impel the fiery ſteeds. 


When near the caſtle gates at length they drew, 
Th' enamour' d warrior bade the dame adieu; 
Who now, with gentler mien, her ſpeech addreſs d, 


And, courteous, begg d him there awhile to reſt: 6 56 
But he, who firſt would every action prove 
Of knightly arms to win her noble love, 


To excuſe his ſtay in grateful terms reply d, 
And what his heart deſir d, his lips deny 'd. 
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us ARGUMENT. 


\. RinaLDo, departing, laments his love for Clarice, Her 
love for him. Rinaldo meets with two knights, Iſolero, a Spa- 
niard, anda Britiſh knight. Conteſt between the former and 
Rinaldo for the adventure of the horſe Bayardo. The 
Britiſh knight pacifies them, and all three go together to find 
his cave. Departure of the Britiſh knight. Iſolero is foiled 
and nearly killed by Bayardo. Deſcription of the battle be- 
tween Rinaldo and Bayardo. Rinaldo at laſt conquers and 


tames him. Iſolero recovering, the two knights are ſtopt in 
their way by a ſtrange knight, from whom Rinaldo wins the 


ſhield of Love. The ſtrange knight then diſputes the pallage 


with . but is conquered by Iſolero. 


THE 


OF 


Ro NALD O now departing, left behind 


His heart a captive from his breaſt dijoin'd, 


No ſoothing comfort can his grief control, 

Or raiſe to peace his love-deſponding foul. | 

Fain would he yet have ſtaid, repents too late 

He left the miſtreſs of his future fate; 
Who rul'd a life, which till that day he led 

Free as the ſtag in native foreſts bred. 

Oft-times he turn'd his ſteed, oft- times reſolv'd 
His backward courſe ; now this, now that revoly'd: 
And while repeated ſighs his ACCENts broke, 

Thus to himſelf with trembling voice he ſpoke. 
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Oh! cruel honour, whither wouldſt thou force 
My venturous feet to trace thy doubtful courſe ? 


Hop'ſt thou this arm ſhall high achievements boaſt, 
When, left with Clarice, my heart i is loſt ? 16 


| The heart, not ſtrength, inſures the watrior's tame, 


And, robb'd of that, I ſhall but purchaſe ſhame; ; 


| How could I bid the lovely dame farewell! 

Her, from whoſe lips ſuch gentle accents fell; 20 
Her, for whoſe charms my foul with rapture glows, 
Who only can reſtore my loſt repoſe? 

Thou, cruel Honour, could'ſt my bliſs reſtrain, 


'T'was thine her dear requeſt to render vain; 


The ſuit 1 wiſh'd compel me to der, 25 


And far, alas! from her I lov'd to fly! 
He paus'd ; and for awhile the earth he view'd | 


With downcaſt eyes, then thus his plaint renew'd. A 


Inſenſate love (for, ah! with love 1 burn) 


T0 Clarice now counſels my return! 15 30 


In errors vain my wretched elf I loſe, OTE 
To embrace the worſe, the better to refuſe : 


Shall I, whoſe fame no warlike deeds declare, 
Intrude my preſence on a maid ſo fair? 

g Nought have I done (nor boots 1t to deny) 1 35 
Can make me hope to attract her gracious eye. 


S "0 
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Ah me! full many a ſign too well diſplay'd 
That all my weak deſert ſhe wiſely weigh'd : 
'The juſt diſdain that firſt the virgin fir d, . 
Io claims like mine a juſt reply inſpir'd ; 
And if ſhe urg'd me at her ſeat to reſt, 

'T was courteſy that in her gentle breaſt 


The ſenſe of my ignoble name ſuppreſs/d. 

But when my prowels gains renown in fight, 

A manly beldneſs 1s the victor's right, 45 
- That face for which I ſcorn the faireſt dame, 5 

The face that kindles here ſo fierce a flame, 
Shall ſtrength and ardor to my nerves ſupply, | 

And plume my young defires with wings to fly. 

What though my heart be raviſh'd from my breaſt, 50 

- T here, in its ſtead, her lovely form impreſt, 

To deeds of praiſe my ſlumbering ſoul ſhall wake, 

: And courage wield his arms for beauty's lake. 

le ſaid; while Clarice no leſs ſuſtain'd 

The pangs of love, no leſs in ſighs complain! „ 

Faſt from her eyes a ſtream of tears ſhe pour'd 

Io bathe her checks, and thus her ons | 
What ſecret poiſon now, with mortal Pains, | 

0 wretched Clarice! inflames thy veins! 


What thoughts, unknown before, thy mind employ, 60 
That (while they pleaſe) thy peace and reſt deſtroy ? 
| 1 3 Whence 
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Whence ſpring this in ward warmth, and ſtrange deſire, 


That mingled joy and grief at once inſpire? 


Alas tOO late 1 find my cauſe of woe, . 


When nothing now avails that cauſe to know,” 65 


'Tis love, whoſe will the proudeſt hearts obey, 
Commands o'er mine with unrelenting ſway D : 
L, Tiis he ct dil flames and wiſhes there, 


By turns now bids me hope, and now deſpair. 5 


Ah! when could he, who gives both joy and pain, 70 

Such ſudden empire o'er my thoughts obtain? | 

When could this foe prevail; by force or art, 
Ah! wretched maid ! to ſeize thy feeble heart ? ” 


Had 1 no power to guard me from his might, 
Or ſcape his hidden ſnare by timely flight? * 


Still onward journeying bold Rinaldo goes, 

No peace his mind, no reſt his body knows: 

And now he came where thick with aN ſhade 

A lofty oak its ſpreading boughs diſplay d, 
- That caught, by fits, chill Dian's ſilver lch, 3 30 
A welcome ſhelter from the dews of night. 8 
T here, on the ground, which genial May had dreft, 
In all the beauties of her emerald veſt, 

Two ſtranger knights reclin'd at eaſe he view A, 
Who cheer'd their powers by ſtrength-reſtoring food. 
With 


\ 


; 
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With courteous greeting theſe to reſt invite 86 
The noble youth; their fair requeſt the knight 
With thanks declin'd; at length no more deny'd, 
But left his ſteed, and plac'd him at their ſide. 
The ſtrangers now (all ſatiate with their food) 
Their interrupted converſe ſoon renew'd ; 


Bauch converſe high of arms, as well became 
5 Theſe honour'd ſons of chivalry and fame. 


= chanc'd Rinaldo told his purpos'd deed. 
To achieve the conqueſt of the magic ſteed: 96 
When, from the two, a champion long proclaim "ns 
Expert: in arms, and Iſolero nam'd, 

5 Thus ſpoke, with frowning aſpe&t—Knight unknown, 
F orego th' adventure thou haſt dard to won; 
The trials mine and frenzy rules thy brain, 100 
Shouldſt thou contend for palms I ſeek to gain. 5 

Rinaldo ſmiling then Apollo freed. 

From eaſtern waves ſhall ſee me face the ſteed : 

Nor to another will I yield the claim, 1 

Or paſs ſuch inſult as degrades my 2 name, „ 

Then Iſolero, i in Iberia born, * 

Unus'd to hear the taunts of hoſtile FI 

His ſword unſheathing, made this ſtern reply; . 

To me reſign the enterprize, or die ! | 1 
. His 
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38 
His friend, a gentle knight of fair report, ; 110 
(Amidſt the firſt of England's royal court | 
Efteem'd in fight) had try'd the ſteed to gain 

With venturous arms, but try'd his arms in vain; 
Though not alone he came, but with him drew 

(In potent aid) of friends a martial crew. 115 

This knight, whoſe eyes ſo late the courſer view'd, 
That many flew, and all his train ſubdu d, 

Who to himſelf, in ſuch a dangerous ſtrife, 

Efteem'd th? advantage great to ſcape with life, 
Addreſod the Pagan, that with helm prepar'd, 120 
And furious mien, the youthful warrior dar d: 4 
0 valiant chief! (he cry'd) reſtrain thy rage, 

Nor raſhly thus in fruitleſs ſtrife engage. 

Nor yet in ſuch a fearful taſk diſdain 

A partner's aid the danger to ſuſtain. 12 s. 
Suffice that, join d with one, thou dar'ſt aſſail 

A ſteed, before whoſe force the braveſt fail. 

In vain he ſpoke ; ; the furious Pagan knight, 

Who burn'd with frenzy to conclude the fight, 
Cut ſhort his ſpeech; around in circles threw 130 
His flaming ſword, and on Rinaldo flew. ; 
Wich ſtrength collected, thundering from above, 
Againſt the ſhield the trenchant blade he drove; 
3 Y The 


— 
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The trenchant blade divides the lifted ſhield, | 
And ſends the parts divided on the field; 135 
Then, paſſing on with unreſiſted ſway, * 
| Rives from the helm the remnant creſt away: 

The helm it cleaves not, but with dreadful weight, 
Thence glancing downward, cuts the ſhoulder plate. 
A ſtone beſide them ſtood (an ancient bound 140 


To mark the limits of adjoining ground) 


5 Ponderous and huge! on this Rinaldo lays 
1 His nervous hand (no feebler hand could raiſe 
Th' enormous maſs!) this heav'd, and lifted high, 
With matchleſs force he made the ruin _C 145 
a Not with fuch fury, near Pozzoli, driven „ 


From central earth, beneath th' expanſe of heaven, 


Vaſt craggy rocks, by ſtrong convulſion torn, 
With roaring thunder to the clouds are borne. 
The cruſhing ſtone the e fiery Pagan ſtruck 150 
Full on his helm, but firſt the buckler broke; 8 
Along the plain was Iſolero ſpread, 

His members quivering, and his ſenſes fled: 
But death enſu'd not - though the warrior lay 
A ſeeming load of pale and lifeleſs clay. 155 

Rinaldo now, who deem'd the combat o er, 3 
And thought the Pagan fall'n to riſe no more, 
oz: Diſmiſs'd 


— 
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Diſmiſs' d all rage and anger from his breaſt, 

That in their ſtead receiv'd a gentler gueſt: 
He ſigh dhe wept—for ſtill we ſee conjoin d 160 


Pity and valour in a noble mind. 


Soon Iſolero from his ſwoon awoke, 
Though ſcarce recover d from the grievous ſtroke ; : 
| Yer once again he graſp'd his ſword, and flew 
With rage untam'd, the combat to renew ; 16 5 
When here the courteous Engliſh knight eſlay'd 
From cruel fight the Pagan to diſſuade ; 
At length preyail'd—and 1 now (the truce agreed) 
He to each mind th' adyenture of the ſeed 1 
Again recall d If aught my words may move, 170 
Seek not, ye noble knights, this taſk to prove. 
What greater peril threats beneath the ſkies! 
What mortal powers can win the fatal prize! 


Againſt this courſer art and courage fail : 


He mocks the pointed ſpear, and twiſted mail, 55 171 


ut if ye ſtill this dreadful hazard dare, 


Together to the fated cave repair: 
Then he, with whom the cruel * mall wage 
The conflict firſt, may firſt the ſteed engage; 
His partner ſtand aloof, and mark what fate 180 
In ſuch a trial ſhall his friend await.— 3 
9 * 
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But, ah brave peers | attend to my requeſt, 
(Though fear of death is baniſh'd from your breaſt) 
With fuch a foe each wiſh'd advantage take, 
And rather both th' aſſault united make. 185 
He ceas'd: the knights his firſt advice approv 'd, 
” But moſt his counſel Iſolero mov'd ; 
And when with radiant beams of morning light 
The ſun had pierc'd the fable veil of night, 
The co bold champions roſe with equal ſpeed, 190 

And each impatient preſod his foamy ſteed, x 

Their güde the Britiſh knight, who led the way, 
Through neareſt paths to where the cavern lay. 

The knights, who now by good Rinaldo's „„ 
No ſword beheld, nor ſhield nor ſpear eſpy d, 198 
Addreſs d him thus Without a weapon's add 

Darſt thou, fir knight, the dangerous beaſt invade ? 

Hop'ſt thou ſucceſs without a warrior's arms ? 5 

Or ſay has cruel death for thee ſuch charms ? ? 

For arms (he cry'd) a dauntleſs heart I bear, | 200 

With this the brave can every peril dare. 
In friendly talk they thus their courſe purſu'd, 

Till near at hand the fatal cave they view'd ; 

When here his leave the gentle Briton took, 

And ſpurr'd his courſer and the knights rock 205 

But 
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But theſe, diſmounting on the graſſy mead, 
Each warrior firſt ſecur'd his truſty ſteed, 
Reſoly'd on foot the venturous deed to prove, 
So might they better ſtrike, ſo eaſier move 
In cloſer circles, and with readier feet 210 
Buy turns more near advance, by turns retreat. 
And lol the courſer comes with ſpurning heel 
He ſtrikes, and bounds 3 in many an airy wheel : 


Each nervous limb he ſhakes, erects his ears, 


From his wide noſtril fiery ſmoke appears : 41 
He heeds nor trees, nor rocks that croſs his way, 25 
But breaks through all with unreſiſted ſway; 
With neighings ſhrill his foe to fight defies, 
While to his hoof the ſounding earth replies. | 
| His colour bay, and thence his name e he drew, 220 
Bayardo call'd; a ſtar of ſilver hue 
Emblaz'd his font; and ſimall his well-turn'd head, 
Thick on the right his ruffled mane was ſpread ; 
White were his hinder legs; his ample cheſt 
With brawny muſcles ſtrength of lungs exprels'd ; 22 5 
His ſhoulders large and firm, his ſinewy feet 
As thunder powerful, and as lightning fleet. 
Such once was Cyllarus, ere Pollux force, 


Conjoin'd with art, fubdu'd him to the courle ; 


\ 


nd f 
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And ſuch, ere Mars had rein'd their necks to war, 230 : 
The ſteeds that proudly drew his ſanguine car. 

Dire though he ſeem'd, as ſent to upper light, 

A helliſn fiend from realms of central * vs; 
He ſwelPd with ardor bold Rinaldo's breaſt, 

While Iſolero tranſient fear confeſs d. ©2039 > 

On Iſolero firſt Bayardo bends ; 

The knight with reſted ſpear the ſhock attends: 3 

The furious beaſt breaks ſhort the craſhing ſpear, 

No ſtrength, or weapon ſtops his mad career! 
Back ſhrinks th' Iberian knight with wary ſpeed, 240 
And yields a paſſage for the ruſhing ſteed, 

That harmleſs pals'd, but with a ſudden wh 

Turns as the knight unſheaths his gleamy ſteel; , 


His ſword he drew—for Iſolero came 


With other purpoſe than the ſteed to tame: 245 5 


This taſk, from thoſe that, well- inſtructed, knew, 
He held beyond what human force could do: 
He came (ſince every other hope was vain) | 
To leave the courſer by his weapon lain, 
Far different thought Rinaldo's mind Kere d. = . 
Far mightier deed with peril ſtrange reſolv- d. 
Againſt th' Iberian knight Bayardo turns, 
Now here, now there, with feet alternate ſpurns. 
The 
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The baron aims the weapon where from far 


Amidſt his forchead ſhines the ſilver ſtar; 255 


In vain he ſtrikes what ne'er was doom'd to ſeel 
A wound impreſt with edge of ſharpeſt ſteel. 

Again, with ſtrength renew'd, the ſword he * 
Again Bayardo's front the ſtroke receiv'd : 


The powerful beaſt the mighty ſtroke confeſs'd, 260 


That bow'd his head beneath his brawny cheſt : 
| Dreadful he foam'd, againſt the knight he flew, 
And with a ſudden ſhock to earth o 'erthrew: 
The Pagan falls, and with him falling lie 


: His empty hopes of glorious victory ! = 265 


Rinaldo ſaw pale Iſolero ſpread | 
All motionleſs, his ſenſe and vigour fled, 


While life ſcem'd baniſh'd from the proſtrate dead, * 


And now the noble youth with eager ſpeed 


Intrepid ruſh'd to aſſail the fearful ſteedlʒ 270 


| Now near he drew, and now, his gauntlet bent, 

With matchleſs ſtrength at all his arm's extent 
He aim'd a furious blow the ſtaggering beaſt 
Had ne'er till then ſuch mighty force confeſt. 


: His wounded mouth pour'd forth the ſtreaming blood, ; 
And ſtain'd the herbage with a crimſon flood. | 276 


Leſs ſwiftly bounds an arrow from the ſtring ; 
Leſs ſwift a falcon ſhoots upon the wing; 


Than 
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Than on the youth the raging courſer flies; 
With bloody teeth to ſeize his arm he tries: 280 
Back drew the wary knight, again he ſped 
His mailed gauntlet at Bayardo's head: 
Bayardo turn'd, and dealt with thundering feet 
A ſtroke to caſt a mountain from its ſeat. 
Cloſe to his flank the gallant youth adheres, 285 
Since there nor hoof nor furious teeth he fears. ” 
By art, not ſtrength of arm or weapon's blow, 
He ſeeks advantage o'er his cruel foe. 
Vet once (it fo befel) his footing faild, 5 
When, lo! with ſpurning heel the ſteed alfa 290 
Th' unguarded knight—his ſide the Liroke receiv 'd, 15 
That near of ſenſe and life his limbs bereav'd : 
He kept, yet ſcarcely kept his trembling feet; 
And had he chanc'd the nearer force to meet, 
The hoof (with ſuch tremendous ſweep it came) 295 
Had ſhatter' d a his arms and cruſh'd his bleeding 
frame. 
But now Rinaldo fhunn'd a ſecond ſtroke, 
That ſnapt and hurl'd to earth a fold oak; 
An oak, whoſe root as far beneath was pound. 
As 0 er the plain he rais'd his ancient head. 300 
Then ere his feet Bayardo backward drew, 
On theſe his nervous hands Rinaldo threw 


At length great Amon's ſon th' advantage found, 
And, by his art o erthrown, menen e the 
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And firmly held—while here and there the ſiced. 
Impetuous ſnorts, and ſtruggles to be freed. 
He bends his neck, diſplays his threatening tecth, 305 


While ſmoky clouds his flamy noſtrils breathe ; 


With neighings ſhrill he makes the woods reſound, = 


ground. 


As when the ſea, that late i in tempeſt high, 310 


With dreadful ruin menac'd earth and ſky, 5 


Fo Smooths its rough waves, and bids their anger ceaſe ; 5 


The waves obedient ſink and ſleep in peace: 


So when this courſer, late the general dread, 


lad touch'd the earth, his native fierceneſs fled; 315 


All mild he ſeem d, yet ſtill a pride retain'd, 
A pride that all ignoble lords diſdain” d. 
And now his ſtately neck the warrior preſe'd, 


Smooth'd his rough mane, and clapt his ſwelling 
_ cheſt; 


Loudly he neigh'd, as if rejoic'd to ſtand | = 320 
Beneath the preſſure of his maſter's hand. 1 
The ſon of Amon, who exulting view d 
8 ſavage fury by his arm ſubdu'd, 
The reins and ſaddle from his ſteed diſplac'd, 


And with the golden ſpoils Bayardo grac'd. 325 


Th' 


Www 
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Th' Iberian knight, who from Bayardo's force, 
Lay ftretch'd on earth a ſeeming lifeleſs corſe, 


Recovering roſe, what time the blooming knight 


W ith dauntleſs breaſt maintain'd ſo ſtrange a fight. 


Th adventure thus achiev'd, in mute ſurpriſe 330 
He ſtood, and ſeem'd to queſtion with his eyes: 


He little deem'd ſuch ſtrength of nerve to find 


In tender limbs, ſuch youth with manhood j join'd. 
Rinaldo now conſol'd the chief, who late 


The conflict try'd with unpropitious | V 5 


Departing thence, as fortune led the way, 


A path they took chat midſt the foreſt lay, 
And through the ſylvan wilds at length convey' 'd, 


Where ſunk a hollow vale in dreary ſhade: 


A warrior here they met, that o'er him threw 340 


A ſurcoat mix'd with green and yellow hue ; 


Who by his lofty mien and vigorous frame, 
Appear'd of nervous ftrength and knightly fame. 
Trac'd on a golden ſhield, the ſtranger knight 
The quiver'd archer bore with pinions light: 345 
His naked limbs were ſhap'd divinely fair; Fe OTE. 


A bandage veil'd his eyes, with haughty air 
He ſcem'd to tread, and bound i in ſilken ties 
. Beneath his feet ſtern Mars _— lies. 


5 With equal ardor brave Rinaldo preſt, 
Bayardo turn'd and to the fight addreſs/d. Sn 
Rinaldo on his breaſt the ſpear receiv + The 
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From | Ifolero' s ſquire Rinaldo took = 350 


A powerful ſpear, and thus the knight beſpoke. 
To me, O baron bold ! that fated ſhield 


Of right pertains—behold the ſpear I wield 

Prepar'd in jouſt with thee my claim to ſhow ; 
Then haſte to trial, or the ſhield forego. 365 
No heart, like mine, conſumes with amorous fires, 
No heart, like mine, to conſtant faith aſpires. - 
The ftranger then—By proof ſhall this be known, 
And if thou conquereſt, be the ſhield thy own. 15 5 
vet well I hope to hurl thee on the plain, 360 


Or, failing now, my former boaſts are vain. 


This ſaid; he wheel d around with ſpear i in reſt, 


Which nearly from his ſeat the warrior heav' "Bo 
So fierce the ſhock ; for ſcarce the ſtranger knight 


E' er found his victor in the field of fight. 
His ſpear Rinaldo gainſt the vizor fer, | 
And death had follow'd, had the weapon 1 met 3/0 
A weaker helm, yet with the ſtroke diſmay'd, 
Along the plain the ſtruggling chief was laid. 5 


_ His 
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His feet recovering ſoon, he roſe and gaz'd 

Confus'd and ſpeechleſs round, with looks amaz'd, 

Then to the youth he gave the buckler won: 375 

Sir knight (he ſaid) thus far my taſk is done; 

But if thou ſeek'ſt thy further path to gain, 

Thy ſword with mine muſt ſuch pretence maintain. 

Here I ſolero ſpoke, who hop d to claim 

By deeds a right to ſhaie Rinaldo's fame, 380 

Companion not unmeet By me (he cry“ d 

To brave Rinaldo) let this ſtrife be try'd.. 

Be mine the taſk to make our paſſage free; 

In greater deeds I leave the palm to thee, 

My champion thou—he ſaid, and left his ted, 385 

Then both the warriors to the fight proceed. 

Both know to ward, and aim with equal art, 

Both nerve of limb poſſeſs, and fearleſs heart: 

Fach prompt in turn to preſs, in turn retire, 

And from his rival catch the noble fire. 390 

Now at the ſword's extent, now near they ſtrike, 

Awhile they fight with force and flight alike ; 

Till favouring fortune ſeems to yield at length 

To Iſolero's arm the praiſe of {kill and ſtrength. 
The bold Iberian * with exulting mind 395 

Perceives the conqueſt to his ſide inclin'd : | 

| * ISOLERO, 


E 
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The more the rival warrior's power decays, 


The more his vigour ſwells, his ſpirits blaze. 

He pours a ſtorm of ſtill- increaſing blows, 

He drives him round, nor reſt nor pauſe allows ; 400 
Till now compel! d his foe reſigns the day, 

And yields to them the long-conteſted way. 


A 


END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 


THE 


1 * 


THIRD BOOK 
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A ſtrange knight attacks Rinaldd, miſtaking him for another, 
He is vanquiſhed, diſcovers his miſtake, and, at Rinaldo's 
requeſt, gives him an account of the ſtate of the Chriſtian 
and Pagan camps, Hiſtory of Francardo, king of Armenia, 
and his love for Clarinea, princeſs of Aſſyria. His conqueſt 
afterwards of the Temple of Beauty, where he falls in love 
with Clarice, at the fight of her picture: the embaſſy ſent 
by him to Charlemain, in order to demand her in marriage. 
Departure of the knight from Rinaldo and Iſolero, who 
meet with two equeſtrian ſtatues of Triſtram and Launce- 
lot, the wonderful work of Merlin. Rinaldo achieves the 
enchanted lance of Sir Triſtram, | | 


T H E 


THIRD BOOK 


u 


\ ND now Rinaldo and th' Iberian knight, 
- Who vanquiſh'd late the ſtranger's arm in fight, 
(The ſtranger, by his fire Ranſaldo nam'd, 

Though from his after deeds the PixRCE proclaim 'd) 


Purſu'd through various paths their winding way, 5 
Zy night's chill ſhade, or warmer beams of day: 
But no adventure, worthy here to tell, 
By night or day the warlike pair befel; 
Till pacing on, as low the ſun declin'd, 
Along the banks that liver Seine confin'd, 10 
0 knight they met, who round his armour wore 
A ſurcoat rich, with gold embroider'd er: 
A billowy ſea, that in his buckler flow'd, 
The wn of the enen ſhow'd. 
355: Large 
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Large was the warrior, and his limbs declar'd 15 


Strong nerve and bone, for martial toil prepar'd. 


Soon as Rinaldo met his eager eyes, 

And have I found thee, wretch | (enrag'd he cries) | 
Diſcourteovs | knight !—and as the word he . 
With both his hands he aim'd a powerful ſtroke. 

7 Rinaldo on his caſque the ſtroke receiv'd, 

- And ſcarce retain'd his ſeat, of ſenſe bereay d: 
Backward he fell, upon his ſteed reclin'd, 

But ſoon recovering roſe, incens'd to find 

A baſe aſſault of ſuch unknightly kind. 0 254 

He foam'd, and reining round his fiery ſteed, = 

With goring ſpur impell'd Bayardo's ſpeed, 


And ruſh'd againſt the foe—as oft we view 


| The well-breath'd hound the tuſky boar purſue. 
Full at his head once more the trenchant ſteel 389 
The ſtranger aims; but well prepar'd to wheel 


His courſer round, the warrior ſhuns the blow, 


That, harmleſs hiſſing, diſappoints the foe. 
His dagger bold Rinaldo drew, and-dy'd 
With ſmarting wounds the ſtranger's arm and ſide, 35 


Who, furious now, againſt Rinaldo's head 


And temper'd helm the thundering weapon ſped : 


His mouth and noſtrils pour'd a-purple flood, 
And through his vizor or guſn d the ſtreaming blood. 
Then, 


1 
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Then, with a ſpeedy aim, the youth who burn d 40 
With dreadful wrath a ſudden wound return'd; 
Above the brows his gleaming ſteel he ſent, 
And the blood ifſu'd from the gaping vent. 
While thus the knights i in ſanguine ftrife engag % 
5 An equal fight their fiery courſers wag d; | 0 
And each, by turns, with furious teeth, with ſtrokes 
Of ſpurning heel, his rival's rage provokes. 
Bayardo, fiercer than the fierceſt ſteed, 

Than every beaſt of wild or ſavage breed, 
| Ruſh'd on the foe with ſuch reſiſtleſs force, 50 
As drove at once to earth the knight and horſe : 
Above, the courſer lay, beneath him preſt, 
With better arm and leg, the knight diſtreſt a 
In vain attempts by art and ſtrength to riſe, 
Still helpleſs fetter'd on the ground he lies. 85 5 5 
Meantime the blood faſt guſhing from his veins, | 
Death ſoon had bound his limbs in icy chains; 
But, merciful as brave, Albano's * knight 
Forbids his ſpirit thus to take her flight: 
He quits his ſeat, his hand affiſting gives, 60 
And from his ſteed the ſtruggling foe relieves: — 
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Then back reviving=Now; fir knight, prepare, 
Tf fuch thy wiſh (he cries) to end the war. 
| Bnt he, who from his feeble ſtate requires 


8 : r 
. 


Far other cares, nor fight but truce deſires, 65 
With humble geſture low his head inclines, | 
And to the youth his truſty ſword reſigns. 
Then thus O chief by courteous ſoul no leſs 
Than valorous arm, thy conqueſt 1 confeſs. 
Here had I, wretched, breath'd my lateſt breath, 70 
But that thy g generous aid forbade my death. 
Sure 'twas ſome powerful cauſe impell'd thy arms 
(Not brutal thirſt of joy in ſavage harms) = 
From which I late could ſuch aſſault ſuſtain, 
When both our courſers by thy ſpear were ſlain. 75; 
He ſaid: Rinaldo, with admiring eyes 
Awhile in filence gazing, thus replies. 


Ne'er have I yet, forgetful of my fame, 


— I 


Againſt a courſer bent my murderous aim. 
III fare the hand, that with unmanly blow 86 
Would wound the ſteed that bears a gallant foe ! 


Nor could this arm offend, with ruffian power, 
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A knight unknown till this adventurous hour. 
Soon as theſe words the ſtranger-baron heard, 


His ſudden wonder by his looks appear'd : $5 
+: A 
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On Amon's ſon he gaz'd, and while he mus'd, We 
From head to foot intent his form perus'd „ 

Nor doubted long, for ſoon reveal'd, he knew 


The targe where love was painted fair to view, 


The cauſe from which his error late he drew. go 
Brave chief! (he cry'd) a knight as baſe of heart, 
As thou art courteous and of high deſert, 
Who bore the ſame device thy arm ſuſtains, © 
Is he of whom my honour wrong'd complains ; 
And I, too blind with inward rage to ROW gc 
A generous warrior from a treacherous foe, TEE 
And by that ſhield deceiv'd; with headlong ſpeed 
Would wreak on thee another s hateful deed. 
| He faid} and ſeem'd preparing to recite 
His ſource of quarrel with the rraitor-knight ; 100 
But here Rinaldo, who with pity viewd _ 1225 
The ſanguine ſtream that all his arms eder d, 
Firſt will'd that Ifolero's ſkilful care 
(Ere further ſpeech his waſting ſtrength impair) | 
| Should ſearch his wounds—for Ifolero knew 105 
This art, eſteem'd by all the knightly crew. 
His wounds now dreſs d, the knight purſu d his tale: 
I came from where the powers of Charles aſſail 
Proud Afric' s bands, and ſcarce had paſs'd.the way 
That rough and ſteep o'er Alpine mountains lay, 110 
„ 855 When 
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When lo! a dame I met of aſpect fir 


2 Who thence implor'd me, with protecting care, 


To attend her ſteps to where her caſtle ſtood, 
Beſide the courſe of Seine's far-winding flood. 


My faith I pledg'd, amidſt ſurrounding arms, 1 15 


To guard her ſafe from all impending harms: 


For her 1 many a hardy toil ſuſtain d: 


At length, one day a ſhady vale we gain d, 


Where on our path a furious warrior broke, 


Who proudly thus with threatening accents ſpoke. 120 


Von damſel, warrior! to theſe arms reſign, 


Nor dare diſpute a prize ſo duly mine, 


Elſe may'ſt thou not alone her loſs ſuſtain, 

: But worſe befall—if {till my powers remain: 

For thy deſerts can ſlender title claim 125 
© (If right I judge) to fuch a peerleſs dame. | 


As ſhe i in beauty, I excel in fight; 


And thou muſt prove for her a recreant knight. 


He ceag'd : when to his ſpeeches ſwoln with pride, 


By juſt reſentment fir'd, I thus reply'd. Ws 


1 leave wy truſty ſpear alone to tell 


How far in jouſt thy proweſs may excel; 
And well I deem by proof ere long to find 
Thy valour equal to thy courteous mind. 
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No more was needful : each bis rival dar'd, 135 
And each to ſhow his martial {kill prepar'd. 
Though to the ſhock we ruſh'd with equal heat, 
Both, firm and moveleſs, kept the courſer's ſeat: : 
Vet, wounded in his breaſt, my rival ſhed Tt 
A ftream that dy'd his various veſt with red; 140 
And fearing hence, the conqueſt eaſy deem'd 55 
Would prove more doubtful than he firſt eſteem'd, 
His pointed ſpear he turn'd, with furious ſpeed, 
And through the vitals chruſt my generous ſteed; 
Then, with like rage th' unmanly traitor flew, 145 0 
Beneath th' affrighted dame her palfrey flew, | 


And ſwift as lightning vaniſh'd from our view. ' J. 
N T hus, left on foot, I ſpeechleſs ſtood, oppreſt 
With rage and wonder ſtruggling in my breaſt. 

Firſt to her home the dame I ſafely led, 150 
Then vainly him purſu'd, who ſafely fled. BY 
Five times has night her ſtarry veil diſplay'd, 

As oft have Phoebus” beams diſpell d the hade, 
Since, wandering round, I ſought to trace his flight. | 
Touvenge ſuch outrage on the name of knight; 155 
But view d no path that might tus courſe betray, . 


Nor found a guide to point my doubtful way. 
Rinaldo heard; and pauſing, ſoon divin'd 
The ſtranger fought the * nenn to find Z 
Who 
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Who green and yellow in his veſture wore, 160 


From whom in jouſt the ſhield of love he bore. 
Then to thi attentive knight Rinaldo tod 
By what event he won the targe of gold; 

And from the camp beſought him to relate 5 
What fortune now befel the Mooriſh ſtate; 165 


And why, a warrior he of peerleſs might, 


By looks declar'd, and lately prov'd in fight, 
Forſook the field, where he with nobler claim 


Might add new trophies to his former name. 


Th. knight reply d To ſolve thy doubts, attend 170 


With patient car: what mov'd me thence to bend 
My ſteps elſewhere, my faithful lips ſhall ſhow ; 
But firſt ſhall tell, what firſt thou ſeek'ſt to know. 


x Imperial Charles commands th' extended plain, 


The ſhores, and paſſes to the gulphy main. 1 8 17 * 


The Saracens their ſcatter'd forces hide | 
In forts of ſtrength, but ill with ſtores ſupply'd: : 
No friendly ſuccours in their danger near, 

To raiſe their ſpirits, now depreſt by fear; 

. hile chus, in fate's extreme, the future ſhows 180 

A thouſand deaths, and yet impending woes. 


Sobrino ſage, who Garbo's ſceptre ſways, 


2 Defend | 
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Defend the Moors — the firſt a perfect knight; 

The laſt a giant, horrible to ſight 135385 
Amidſt the Paladins no tongue can tell © 
The deeds that young Orlando's deeds excel. 

> His name each adverſe legion ſhakes to hear, | 

Even Atlas and Sobrino learn to fear, | 

Now wouldſt thou rather ſeek what weighty cauſe 1 90 
A knight, like me, from fields of battle draws, 

From arms and camps, that better might advance 


My valour try 'd than diſtant plains of France; 


It fits me firſt th' adventures to declare, 


Adventures that befel (unheard and rare) Rex - 
A king, to whom I owe a ſubject's name; 55 
And late to mighty Charles his envoy came: 
Francardo he, that o'er Armenia reigns, 
And neighbouring ſtates in Aſia's vaſt domains; 
Than whom the ſun no braver warrior knows, 200 
Of all chat Aſia's ample bounds encloſe, 
Mambrino ſole except, to whom is given 
Strength more than human by indulgent Heaven. 
This youthful king confeſs'd a gentle fame | 
For Clarinea, high and princely dame; 205 
For Clarinea, courteous, good and fair; . 


To great Aſſyria's king the only heir. 


By ſome brave deed his paſſion to reveal, 
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She, wiſe as fair (though bleſt with every grace 


That decks the lovelieſt of the female race) 
Francardo's merits ſaw, and ſeen, expreſs'd _ 210 
With favouring eyes th' emotions of her breaſt ; 
And granting all that modeſt love can claim, 
Still added fuel to his growing flame. 7 
The youth, who found, by looks and geſture prov'd, 
Himſelf fo dear to her whom dear he lov'd, S 
Not life more valued, glow'd with ardent zeal 


The pledge of truth, and love's eternal ſeal. 


One day he ſwore, i in tribute to her charms, 


Through Afia'srealms to aſſert with knightly arms, 220 
That Nature's hand ne'er form'd a virgin-fair 


As might with her in female gifts compare; 
Nor from his limbs the ponderous mail lay down, 

Till in each fortreſs, wall'd and regal town, 
| Where'er he paſs'd, he to her praiſe had gain'd 225 
The victor's wreath, by ſword and lance obtain'd. 


; On ſach deſign, my king Francardo firay'd 
Through Aſia's realms, and various proofs eſſay d. 


He Thirbo, Dulicon, Algardo, quell'd, 


(Al's giants huge) and from che liſt expelld; 230 
9398 Alb anch, 


F --<6 


Albrando, king of Tyre, to earth he threw, 
And all that held the ſpear, or falchion drew, 


His nerves were ſtrong in combat to ſubdue. 
His arm the Babylonian Soldan dar'd, 


Portentous form ! half human, half a pard! p77 


The chief returning now for arms renown'd, 
Begirt with trophies, and with laurels crown d. . 
It chanc'd that to his ear the wonders came 


Of Beauty's temple, ſpread by flying fame: 


- 


In India s land the coſtly pile was plac'd, 240 


Where pictur d forms the poliſh'd marble grac d. 
The faireſt maids and dames of every clime, 
Of paſt, of preſent, or of future time, 

Were figur'd here in Nature s genuine hue, 
And hence the fane its name from Bzaury drew. 245 
Here life's own tints the breathing canvas fill : 

No product theſe of feeble human {kill ; 

A ſage magician, firſt of all his kind, 

Theſe ſtrange effects by helliſh ſprites deſign” d, 


And fix'd a guard of monſters round the ſeat, 4238 


To keep the threſnold from forbidden feet. 
No eye can witneſs what the walls contain 
Till firſt the beaſts by ſome brave arm are Main. 


But 
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He ſtrait reſolv'd the magic pile to view, 
With all its ſpells; nor fear'd the murderous crew, 


| Whoſe fury each unbleſt adventurer flew. 260 
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But never earth that monſter brought to light 
(Moſt ſavage, wild or dreadful to the ſight) 2 55 


Could ſhake F rancardo's ſoul: when now he heard 


This temple's honours through the eaſt rever'd, 


He threaten'd from its deepeſt baſe to throw 


The ſtately pile, and lay its glories low, 


| Unleſs that dame the nobleſt place poſſeſo d, 
That dame who firſt enflam'd his amorous breaft.. 


He reach'd the temple, forc'd the ſavage guard, 265 


Eſſay'd the entrance, and the gates unbarr'd ; 
Then view'd the female charms divinely trac'd, 
That in oblivion all his thoughts effac'd : | 
Such grace, ſuch beauty, now enchant his eyes, 
That Clarinea's fading empire In 270 
And midſt theſe peerleſs forms, ſhe ſeem'd no more 
To him that peerleſs form ſhe ſeem'd before. 


. Nor yet amidſt theſe pictur'd dames diſplay'd, 


Appear'd the features of th' Aſſyrian“ maid. 


Full many a dame, though fair, the magic ſeer 275 


amen deem'd an honour'd ſtation here. 


* CLarINEA, 


Beneath 
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Beneath each portrait, mark'd in letter'd gold, 
The damſel's lineage, land and name were told; 


And when indulgent Nature's happy birth 


Her beauty gives to bleſs thi admiring earth, 280 


Amidſt theſe dames, of more than human grace, 
The paſt, the preſent and the future race, 


One kindled in my ſovereign- s heart the flame 
Of fierce deſire, and Clarice her name. 


The reſt he prais d, the reſt with wonder viewed, abs 


But ſhe alone his panting heart ſubdu'd. 

Fain would he thence, with amorous ardour, bear 
The lively ſemblance of the matchleſs fair, 
That hung, where near, the ſacred altar rais'd, 


With ſparkling gems in mingled luſtre blaz'd; 290 


Where in a cryſtal lamp a light was ſeen 

To gild the ſtatue of the Cyprian queen : 

But ſage Anacro, by his magic ſkill, 

Though dead, oppos'd the love-ſick monarch's will. 

| Anacro was the ſage magician nam'd, 295 
Like Zoroaſter, or like Atlas, fam'd. 

When now Francardo found thi attempt were vain 
To wreſt the beauty from th' enchanted fane ; 


He caus'd by art rare female forms to frame, 


Fair forms, expreſſive of his pictur'd dame, 300 


F | In 


1 
133 
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i In various modes, to ſuch perfection brought, 
b On canvas pencil'd, or in ſculpture wrought, | ] 
Wo As mock'd the life : with theſe his fond defire | F 
| He ſooth'd, with theſe he fed his growing fire: ] 
Wn Deluſion ſweet l- yet love permits not long 3056 fl 1 
| | Such ſenſeleſs forms his better claim to wrong, © ] 
k But bids him hope to change theſe empty toys 
4 For living bliſs and more ſubſtantial joys. a 
| Nor long Francardo can that ill endure, q 
i That ill which afks each day a ſpeedier cure. 310 4 
To mighty Charles he proffers aid to lend, ] 
j And, join'd with him, the pride of Afric bend, & / 
q To make her powers abandon Europe's ſeat, E 
4 And ne'er again her raſh deſigns repeat, j 
| Would he to Clarice unite his hand, = 315 \ 
i Whoſe martial brother rules the Gaſton land. 8 [ 
4 Full well he knew her brother Ivo ſway'd 7 
i The Gaſcon realm, and Charles beheſts obey'd, 1 
ö His vafſal king: this firſt Francardo read, }iÞ } 
f When on the pictur'd fair his flame he fed; 320 7 
And ſince, this knowledge from a peer he drew, | A 
A- peer, that well the court of Gallia knew. _ 1 
If Charles conſent to yield (and ſo believ 'd, 3 7 
Through all che camp che rumour ſeem d receiy d) | v 


g | To 
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To him this peerleſs maid, the deſtin'd ſpouſe, 325 


Her former rites of Chriſtian lore allows: 
And ſhould their loves behold a future heir 5 
Decreed Armenia's regal crown to wear, 
He wills that he his mother's faith obey, 


Like all that own imperial Charles's ſway. 3 30 


Theſe terms I in Francardo's name reveabd 
To mighty Charles, nor from the king conceal'd, 
That ſhould he tlieſe reject, my conquering lord 
To Afric's bands would potent aid afford, 2 


From Gallia's empire rend her ancient fame, 335 


And thence by force convey the beauteous dame. 
But though the king nor granted nor deny d, ; 
He gave me hope, while courteous he reply'd, 
Yet nought reſolv'd, for ill (the monarch deem'd) 
In ſuch a cauſe his rule or judgment ſeem'd. 
To Ivo hence I went, who, well prepar d 
To weigh my ſuit, in anſwer thus declar'd: 
He wiſh'd, ere with my monarch's love he clos' d, 
To hear how Clarice her heart diſpos'd ; 


And how her aged mother's will inclin'd, 345 


That claim'd moſt empire o'er a daughter's mind. 
Then Clarice I ſought (my ſovereign's will 
With all an envoy” J duty to fulfil) 


8 When 
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68 RINALD o. | Boox It 


When thoſe, by Charles aſſigr d my guides, I loft 


While the rude Alps with heedleſs courſe we croſt, 3 50 
Thus have I told, to theſe remoter lands 


What brought me from the camp and Chriſtian bands. 
But more if aught thy counſel ſways the fair, 

At fitting time thou may'ſt her choice prepare, 
In ͤ Aſia's realm the name of queeit to . 
Nor whelm with ſwift deſtruction Gallia's reign. 


While thus the Pagan knight his ſpeech purſu'd, 


Reſentment riſing fir'd Rinaldo's blood; 


And now, with rage enflam'd, he ſeem d prepar d 


To prove by outward deed a foe declar d. 360 


Soon as the knight had ceas'd— How raſh, how blind 
(Rinaldo cry'd) thy lord's inſenſate mind 


If &er he thinks by lifted ſword and lance 


To ſhake with doubt the fearleſs knights of France! 
_ him come, and bring his boaſted ſwarms, 365 
B 


little nurtur'd | in the ſchool of arms— 


Vet, if he ſeek not ſleep's eternal night, 
Or own the ſmalleſt ſpark of mental light, 
No more in Gallia let him hope to wed, 


Nor whelm with ſname his own devoted head. 379 
He ceas'd; and parting thence, the knight forſook, 


And with tht Iberian chief his Journey took ; | 
5 Y —— - Whoſe 


ſe 
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Whoſe earneſt ſuit to attend him, ſcarce compeIlPd 


The hard conſent the youth had elſe withheld ; 
Who rode in ſilence, and but ill ſuppreſs'd 375 


The ſighs that iſſu d from his glowing breaſt, 


Now here, now there, his troubled thoughts he ted 
On all the champion of the fyren faid : 
Hence cruel. love, with ſtill· increaſing ſmart, 
To deeper wounds expos'd his bleeding heart: 380 
His heart by turns with various paſſions torn, 5 
With fear, wich jealouſy, with rage and ſcorn; * 


While each to each the changing field reſign' d, 
And held dire combat in his tortur'd mind. 


So when the winds a doubtful ftrife maintain, 385 
With force alternate, for th' ethereal retgn, - 

Not half ſo ſwift revolves the engine light 

That points from high their veering courſe to Goh, 
As, midſt the ſcenes by wavering fancy wrought, 
Rinaldo fluctuates i in a tide of thought; 399 


Till in their path, at unawares, they view'd 

What rous'd the warrior from his penſiye mood: 

His eyes he rais'd, and midſt ſurrounding made 

(A nobler object mortal ne'er ſurvey' d) 

Two champions ſaw, in mailed armour dreſt, 395 
10 matchleſs art in ſeulprur'd braſs expreſt : 


EEO One 


JJ Wem 
One hand, embrac'd, the plated buckler held, 
| And one, in reſt, the vigorous ſpear impell'd. 
Theſe front to front againſt each other ſtood, 399 
With threatening mien, and looks denouncing blood, 
The ſpear s, nor form'd of brafs, nor temper'd ſteel, 
Though faſhion'd like the reſt with maſter-{kill, 
Two lender ſerolls the combatants proclaim'd, 
Here Launcelot, and Triſtram there was nam d. 
Tz hou wouldſt have e the ſteeds beneath them 
e 405 
Ad earth deep trembled to tele bounding read, 
Not diſtant far, of poliſh'd marble white, 
A ſtately pillar rear'd i its towering 5 
0 On whoſe fair ſurface, goodly to behold, 
Myſterious verſes ſhone i in letter'd gold. 419 
Rinaldo ſtood, and long with looks amaz'd — 
On this unequall'd work of ſculpture gaz'd ; 
Surpaſſing every reach of human mind, 
And ſuch a work as Phydias ne'er celign'd, 
Or my Daneſes, far o'er Phydias held, e, 
As his the boaſt of Grecian times excell d. TS 
Then where the column rais'd its marble head, 
Theſe words engrav'd the youthful champion read, 
Here mighty Launcelot and Triftram try'd 
Their mutual dare, each other here defy'd: 420 
Theſe 


JJ 


m 
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Theſe rivers ſtill, this air, this ente plain 


* he echoes of their thundering ſtrokes retain. 


"Theſe are their manly forms, by magic wrought, 


Such as they here the dreadful combat fought. 
Lo] theſe the fatal ſpears, whoſe force ſuſtain d 42 5 a 


Their powerful onſet, and unbroke remain'd. 


T heſe (ſtrangely form'd of twiſted nerve and bone, 


Prepar'd from ſpoils of ſavage beaſts unknown) 
Are here reſerv'd, two warriors hands to fill, 
Who thoſe ſurpaſs in martial ſtrength and ſkill, 4 30 


Let others from the raſh attempt refrain, 
Nor riſk th adventure they muſt riſk i in vain.” 


The Paladin, who oft had heard the chance 


Divulg'd by rumour thro” the realms of France, 


Addreſs'd th' Iberian knight, who gazing ſtood, 435 
And uninform'd the ſculptur d wonder view d. ; 


To him Rinaldo told, that Merlin's art 


(To whom alone the fates ſuch gifts impart) 


Thoſe heroes dead, their figures here diſpos'd, 


And in their graſp the magic ſpears enclos d. 440 


This heard, th' Iberian warrior, firſt i in pride 


Of all his peers, to bold Rinaldo cry” d: 
Howe'er unmeet I ſeem with theſe to vie, 


This ſtrange adventure now I mean to try. e 
-F 4: _ He 
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He ſaid, and ſtretch'd his hand with eager haſte 445 

To ſcize the lance in Triftram's gauntlet plac'd ; 

But ſoon the ſtatue his deſign repell'd, 


And with a ſtroke to earth the warrior fea. 
O! unexampled deeds of Merlin's power, : 


Diſplay'd through Gallia's realm and England's ſhore! 
Deeds far tranſcending human faith, that ſeem 451 
The vain illuſions of a maniac's dream! 


Rinaldo then in turn his hand addreſs'd 

W ith martial vigour, but with doubting breaſt ; 

When Triſtram's image low tus head inclin'd, 455 

His gauntlet open d, and the ſpear reſign” d: 

As if he bade the peerleſs knight retain | 

That lance by numbers ſought, but ſought i in vain. 
Not with ſuch tranſport from its native ſhoot 


A harmleſs infant plucks th' inticing fruit: 460 
Not with ſuch joy the miſer, brooding o'er 


His golden treaſure, ſwells the heapy ſtore, 
As now the youth the fated ſpear receiv'd, 
 Exulting, Hz alone that bold emprize achiev d. 
This Se no longer there the warriors ſtay, 46 5 
But 1 thence to new adventures bend their way. : 
END or THE THIRD BOOK, 
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Tus ARGUMENT. 


Rinaldo and Iſolero, travelling along the banks of the Seine, 
ſee a bark with damſels ſailing down the river, and a mag- 
nificent chariot on the ſhore, with Galarena, wife to Char- 
lemain, and the ladies of her court, guarded by a company 
of knights. Rinaldo diſcovers Clarice among the ladies 
attending on the queen: his behaviour on the occaſion. 
He and Iſolero attack the knights, kill or put them to flight, 
and Rinaldo carries off Clarice by force. Rinaldo's way 
is intercepted by a ſtrange knight, of dreadful aſpect, who 
firſt unhorſes Iſolero, and then, by a magic ſpell, deprives 
Rinaldo's horſe, Bayardo, of the power of motion. The 
ſtranger carries away Clarice in a wonderful manner, not- 
withſtanding the efforts of Rinaldo to purſue him. 


THE 
FOURTH BOOK 
. 
N 4 1 5 © 


Hl LE Tfolero and Rinaldo view 4 

The ſtately Seine, and on the banks purk'd 
T! heir pleaſing way, where, winding from its ſource, 
To reach the ſea he held his ſilent courſe, | 
A bark they ſaw before the breezes ie 5 5 
In eaſy motion down the yielding tide ; „ 
Her tackling gay with wreaths and flowers enroll d, 
Her ſails of ſiver, and her awning gold, 


There lovely dames celeſtial muſic raiſe, 


And blend their minſtrelſy with vocal lays: 10 


At once their lips harmonious notes reſpire, 
At once their flying fingers ſtrike the lyre. 
Drawn from their liquid depth the ſtrains to hear, 


"The ſcaly 1 race and wanton nymphs appear, . 
$2.57 Beſide 


ane 
72-4 
Ws - 1 


N. 
* 


— 
1 


= SE 22 — — - > — Sul : = . = 
N= — — — — — i 22 
2 Y — - 26-5 x 2 : SA _ on 
— —— ; — — — 4 4 SES + — 2 
. ne ENS IS : — wm 2 o Wi G 
0 4 5 * 3 "Ins N 
«= a; -* ET . : & — IN 
EE, ET el Fo — — Des EE a ge ee EE 
7m!!! ⅛ X... ̃]⅛ BP EE 
= 


— a 
Kone = — 
= LR 
5 = 
ta 
Rene. 3 
a "II 7 
— ä 
* 


A 


. 
35: 1 
1 
oy 78. 2 
e 
q - 
e 
N F 
, T4 Vi 
7 . 
1 
11 % 
: ,* 
4 WE 
1 
7 
2 
K 
[ 


7 
1 


TE Ea 


16 RINALDO Boos Iv. 
| Beſide the courtly bark, not failing o'er 19 
The limpid ſtream, but on the flowery ſhore, 
In regal ſplendour roll'd a glittering car, : 
With heavenly females, more than mortal fair; 
The perch was gold, enrich'd with mingled blaze 
Of eaſtern gems, that caſt unnumber'd rays. 80 
Gold were the wheels, and ſilver plates encas d 
The various joints, with nails of ſilver grac'd. 
Beneath the ſeats a purple carpet flow'd, 
Where mingled flowers in labour'd colours glow'd ; 
With rich embroidery, wrought by ſkilful hands, 2 5 
And ſtarr'd with pearl from India's wealthy lands, 
The ſeats of ivory fram'd, more dazzling white 
Than ſnows on Apennine's aſpiring height: 
FT en comely ſtags, with ſkins of milky hue, 
And gay with painted horns, the chariot drew : 30 
Around their necks were golden circlets rall'd, 
Their tender mouths were check d with reins of gold, 
By damſels held, accuſtom'd theſe to guide, 
While Love appear'd | in all his pomp to ride. 
A hundred knights were near (a ſhining crowd) 
Of prancing ſteeds and poliſh? d armour proud. 
Amidſt the ſplendid wain, in princely ſtate, 
High on the throne a dame imperial fate: 
5 | ' Majeſtic 


Book IV. NIN ATS . 77 
Majeſtic wiſdom on her features ſhin'd, 
With every charm that decks the female kind;; 40 
And many a lovely nymph their queen enelos d, e 
With graces rarely to the world expos'd. 
Thus on her car, in ſilver luſtre bright, 
| The ſun's fair ſiſter through the peaceful night 
Directs her courſe, while round her ſilent roll = 45 
Unnumber'd ſtars that gild the glowing pole. 
So Thetis, circled with her azure train, 
In tuneful concert {wells the ſoothing ſtrain, 
When drawn by dolphins through the parting tide, 
+ The billows, huſh'd, beneath her wheels ſubſide. 50 
Theſe dames might bend beneath their ſovereign ſway 


The boſom moſt reluctant to obey, 
And teach with love the favage tribes to glow, 


That dwell on mountains clad in Scythian ſnow : 

What wonder then, if gentle ſouls, inſpir d 55 1 

With young deſire, by charms like theſe were fird? 

Thou, watery god! beneath the neighbouring ſtream 

Couldft own the force of beauty” s fatal beam, 
That, ſhot from ſparkling eyes, reſiſtleſs came, 

Nor all thy cooling waves could quench the flame. 60 5 

Thus hiſſing ſteel from ſprinkled drops acquires 

Intenſer hear, and burns with fiercer fires. 
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But chief the wondrous power Rinaldo found, 

Long ſince in love's tyrannic fetters bound : 
Unmov'd he ſtood, but not unmov'd remain'd 6 55 

IIis ſtruggling heart, that every check diſdain'd, . 

And beating quick, would to his miſtreſs fly, 

Baſk i in her ſmiles, and languiſh in her eye. 

Amidſt this fair and honour'd bevy fate 

The peerleſs maid who ruPd his better fate, 70 

Diſtinguiſh'd plac'd beſide the gilded throne, 

Where Gallia's empreſs, Galarena, ſhone, 

Along the banks-their ſportive way they hold, 

All eyes attracting as the chariot roll'd : 285 
But while with ſteadfaſt gaze, with glance on fire, T6 

With all the kindling zeal of young deſire, : 
He views that face, whole nameleſs charms control 
His beſt reſolves, and melt his amorous ſoul, 

He calls to mind what late, with anguiſh heard, „ 

The wounded knight of Clarice declar' d: e 

On this he dwelt, till now the venom'd peſt 
Sole rul'd the tyrant of his wretched breaſt, 

Behold his tranſient 3 Joy by ſorrow chas d. 
His cheering hope by gloomy fear effac'd; „ 
While every pang that rack d his inward frame, 88 
His tears, his ſighs, his loud laments proclaim! Wh 

| \ N Ah 
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Ah me! (he cry'd) ſhall then a rival gain 
Thoſe charms that held me 1n their pleaſing chain! P.. 

Depriv'd of her, I lead a life forlorn, os 

Like ſapleſs twigs from fading branches torn. 90 

Since thus another dares my bliſs invade, SE 

Ah! when will death afford his welcome aid? | 

Yes—let me die—ſince death's an envy'd prize 

T o him who, rack'd with ſuffering, daily dies! 

If waſting grief, deriv'd from cruel woes, 9 

Suffice not yet my hated days to cloſe, 

This hand can bid life's current ceaſe to run, 

And do, what years with rolling courſe had done. 

It fits to die and end at once the ſtrife, 

The load of wretchedneſa, the load of life! 100 

Repentant then And ſhall I die (he cries) 

If other cure than death my fate ſupplies ? 

How have I, wretch, ſo loſt the ſenſe of right, 

And quench'd in darkneſs reaſon's guiding light? 
What worſe than death, unhappy, could I prove, 195 
Should ſhe not only now reject my love, 

But cruſh each hope that flutters in my breaſt, 

5 Of that dear idol ſtill to live poſſeſt * 2 

Though fortune grace me not with laviſh ſtore 

Of ſparkling gems, or gold's reſplendent 10 

Whence 


J 4 


Wuhence now I ſtern (fo different is our ſtate) 
Unfit to Join with her's my humble fate, 
bhe yet forbids me not, with dauntleſs ſoul, 


Wich ſtrength of nerve, to reach the long/d-for goal,— — 


Then, periſh he! through whom in as I 3 115 
But firſt let lovely Clarice be mine. 

The fair my captive, and the Pagan * flain, 

Who then ſhall dare my purpos'd will refrain, 
In facred ties of Hymen' s rites to join, 
By every pledge of truth, her heart with mine ? 1 120 

Who then refuſe to hail my love's ſucceſs, 

Fer virtuous faith, and my defires to bleſs ? | 
Such thoughts revolv'd, from Iſolero's hand 

| He ſnatch'd a ſpear, and where the ſhining band 
Of knights array'd in ſteel the car enclos'd, 125 
He ſtood, and dauntleſs all their force oppos'd. 

A fierce Maganzan, in Bayona born, 

Oreno nam'd, the challenge heard with ſcorn, 


And promis d Alda, whom with love he woo'd, 


To bring yon ſtranger, by his arm ſubdu d. 130 


Th impatient warriors now, with eager ſpeed, 
On either ſide ee the foaming — 2 
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Nor 
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Nor either knight his weapon vainly aim'd, 


1 hough different art and ſtrength th' effect proclaim' d. A 


Along the plated orb, with harmleſs courſe, — 13 
Oreno's weapon glanc'd, with erring force; 
Not ſo the ſpear by bold Rinaldo ſent, 

This thro' the fierce Magaizan” s buckler went; 

A buckler, fram'd till then! in every fight 


Jo guard its lord from ſtroke of hoſtile might : 140 


Nor could the plate and mail the weapon ſtay, 
Thro' plate and mail the weapon forc'd its way, 
And with a deadlier wound tranſpierc'd his heart, 


Th an late receiv d from love's more feeble dart. 


The dreadful wound each breaſt with terror chill'd; 14 c 


But thine revenge and headlong fury fill'd, 
Stern Aridan ! when breathleſs on the plain 
Thou ſaw'ſt thy deareſt pledge of Hymen ſlain. 


Not winds more ſwift than thou to aſſail the foe, 


Whoſe fatal proweſs laid thy offspring low; 150 


But ſtunn'd and trembling, ſtretch'd along the land, 
Thou fall'ſt, ſubdu'd beneath a ſtranger's hand ! 
Again Rinaldo to the combat preſs'd, 

Again his lance unbroke prepar'd in reſt; 

When fierce Galvano from the warrior crew, 155 
With equal ſpeed to meet Rinaldo flew, 
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And, vainly now (the conqueſt deem d 118 own) 
He thus addreſs'd him in a haughty tone: 

The firſt encounter ſhall decide our claim, 

And one brave jouſt ſecure the victor's fame. 160 
He ſaid: th event confirm'd the words he ſpoke, 
The combat finiſh'd with a ſingle ſtroke : 
But ah! far other than his hopes enſu'd, 

His rival victor, and himſelf ſubdu'd, 
Rinaldo then, collecting all his force, 16 
Againſt the reſt impell'd his generous horſe | 'Y 
And where the thickeſt preſs his way withſtood, 

He brandiſh'd round the ſteely-pointed wood. 


5 Firſt three his rage 0'erthrew ; of fix he riv 4: 


N enſanguin'd mail, and four of ſenſe depriv d. 170 
Unhappy he ! ! who, warn'd by other's harm, 
Shuns not the power of his deſtructiye arm! 
For know, ye Gods ! your heavenly workin s hand 
Ne'er forg'd for Troy or Argo's fayour'd band 
A helm or ſhield fo temper'd, to oppoſe = 7 
The fearful tempeſt of Rinaldo's blows, : ph 
When Iſolero chus the fight beheld, 
And Mars! in terror ſtriding o er the field, 
He felt redoubled zeal his boſom warm, 


And ſhook his quiver ing ſpear with powerful arm. 130 
| Then 
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Then fierce Anacro midit the throng he ſpy'd, 
What time the knight with daring wound had edn 
| Rinaldo's hand and brows, and hop'd to view 
The warrior's death ſome mortal ſtroke purſue. 
His veſt was white, but Ifolero ſped 18s 
The fatal blade, that from his boſom ſhed 
A ſtream, that dy'd his veſt and armour red. 
Onward he paſs'd, as bold Hernando came 
On this new Mars * to prove his weapon's aim. 
Beneath his arm he drove the cruel blade, 190 
And thro” the mail an ample paſſage made; 
Thus deep infix'd, the griding fteel below 
Forbade the lifted weapon's threatening blow. 
: Though either brave compeer amid the fight 
Full many a proof diſplay' d of equal might, 195 
Though, flowing faſt from many a gaping wound, 
The blood in crimſon ſteep'd the ſlippery ground, 
Yet oft themſelves the cruel ſtrokes confeſs'd 
Of hoſtile ſwords. by hoſtile hands addreft. 
As when, amidſt the dry and burning ſand, 200 
The ſavage- maſtives and the ſhepherd-band 
With two gaunt lions wage the dreadful fray, 
Whom hunger draws to rend the fleecy prey : 
- * ISOLERO. 


8 2 


„ Ow * N 
3 ; ; 
: * bak 2 « 2 . . 2 £ . 4 * * 
32k 9 9 i £ Cares ? - 3 = TIS PT wy: N 1 8 LY 
& bi N EI 6 a 27 n 8 3 „ + 3 2 J'S) = 2 $5 s 

- 1 r N Sag 2 2 r — ag 
Fr — 
A %G — 


, . 2 mY r r 
, | 8 * . — — * 4 : n N 1 ou hrs FP = 4 
N PE * . c ( 8 "x * wh 6-6 — 5 : N 1 I 2 : — 
_>_ 0 "gy +" r 2 12S — . * Ip ES * „ r e , ry » > & Com tO IHE 4 WL — b 4 
— . C a, oh W 5 . i 3 l — r 8 j „ E Foy e "GY L "© 4 * 20 33 — 
—— 0 —T—. 0 1 3 1 : 7 3 TT N 8 LEY 1 — 2 ee” y 3 32 * Woh. EI ö ä 2 — 
75 1 n HR Fg RR e 5 . WG Some TY Son 


8 * 5 
B N — rb . * was — Q ee e 
FCC ĩ˙Üwͥͥ ĩ˙ê e A a PROS TO 


8 — 54 _— 
* N TS 
2 
LI SITE - 8 . 25 3 
wy — — — . 3 2 5 
3 2 a” In : 


— 2 . 
2 


—— 20? — 
EN eee YT « 


r Kg 


EVO A 


 FPTIWALÞ 0: Book IV. 
5 The t timorous flock, in ruſtic fences pent, 5 
All doubtful ſtand, and tremble for th' event: 205 
So, death-like paleneſs o'er each feature ſpread, 5, 
With mournful geſture, and with looks of dread, 
The lovely dames their inward feeling ſhow, 
Sad victims of unutterable woe! 
And oft, as ſhifts the fortune of the 1 
Their paſſions change, their hopes or fears decay. 
chile thus the battle ſtood, and Fortune's ſmiles 
Seen” d yet to favour neither party's toils, 
A champion, born beneath the freezing pole, 
Where through bleak ſnows the ſluggiſh waters roll, 
His lance extending, came, in certain truſt 216 
To lay Rinaldo proſtrate on the duſt. 
Behold the end of all thy conqueſts near! 
Even now thy days, unbleſt ! ! ſhall finiſh here: 
No longer hope (he cry'd) thy wretched life 220 
Shall ſcape the chance of this diſaſtrous ſtrife. 
While thus, with empty words, the boaſter read 
Heaven's high decree, his lance Rinaldo ſped ; 
Driven through his mouth the bleeding tongue it cleft, 
And, in the midſt, of iſſuing ſpeech bereſt. 225. 
He reel'd; but F auſtus, with a pious hand, 
The fainting warrior in his ſcat ſuſtain'd "I 


2 


Fauſtus, 
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* auſtus, then waging unſucceſsful fight 

With Spain's bold chief *, who ſternly to requite 
The friendly aid, with falchion fiercely aim'd, 230 
Lopt ſhort the pious hand, and left him maim'd, 
Nor from the toe, thus maim'd, un >uniſh' d went 
Th Iberian knight *__the toe, with force unſpent, 
Th [berian' s better hand in purple dy'd, 
And pierc' 'd, but Nightly pierc'd, his n fide; 5 
5 Thence on Rinaldo heavier ſtrokes beſtow! „ 046 
That to the ſadd!e-front the warrior bow” d. 
Stunn'd with the ſtrokes, while Amon's generous fon -:. 
Scarce held his ſeat, on him united run 239 
The ſwarming throng. nk Gaſcon couch' d his lance 
To wound the knight, when lo! by dire miſchance, 
: His brother, for his foe, the weapon found, 
Sad author of his own diſaſtrous wound ! 
Unhappy warrior! by that weapon ſlain . 
Againſt another aim'd, but aim'd in vain Th 24.5 
With trembling voice he fell, his vigour fled; 
His helmet gaſn'd a vital current ſhed. - 

Rinaldo now (his ſtrength and ſenſe return'd) 
With tenfold rage, with tenfold ardor burn'd. 
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Fernando this, and hapleſs Niſus knew, 250 
The firſt he wounded ſore, the next he flew. 
As pour'd from Apennine's tremendous height, 
The flood, with foam of torrent ſurges white, 
More fiercely rages in deſtructive force, 
As mounds and fences meet its downward courſe: 255 
So grew his valour midſt his foes enclos'd, 
And fiercer rag'd, as more by theſe oppos'd. | 
Already, yielding now, the fainting band, 
Beneath the ſtrokes of his deſtructive hand, 
With hopes of conqueſt all their courage dead, 260 
: Confus' d and trembling o'er the champaign fled, 7 
And ſudden i in Rinaldo's gen” rous breaſt 
All hoſtile warmth and rival rage ſuppreſs'd. 
P he battle's conflict fans the warrior 8 A 
The conflict o'er, the noble blaze expires. 265 
Rinaldo now his rapid courſer turn'd 
To where the troop of lovely females mourn'd 
With tears and ſighs; while pallid looks impart 
The cruel thoughts that rend each trembling heart. 
Before this fair and courtly train he ſhow'd 270 
A placid mien, and lowly reverent bow'd ; 
Nor ſeem'd leſs gentle now, than late he mind 


In arms terrific o'er the warrior Kind, 


Mild 
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Mild courteſy on valour grace beſtows, 

As ſet in gold the pearl or ruby ſhows. 275 

On Galerena then he fix'd his look, 

When from his lips theſe ſtudied accents broke. 
Tranſcendent queen! beneath whoſe ſceptred ſway 

Proud Gallia bends, exulting to obey: | 

What grief! is mine, that whilſt to thee my will 280 

Inclines a vaſſal's duties to fulfil, * 

The tyrant love compels my feeble heart 

To act a traiterous and diſloyal part; 


From thoſe bright dames, before their miltreſs eyes 


To ſingle one, my long-devoted prize ! 235 


; But he, who oft o'erturns, without control, 
The wiſeſt counſel and the firmeſt ſoul, 


Takes from my deeds all choice and O twere vain i 


To oppoſe his ſtrength, or ſtruggle i in his chain. 


In ſuch a cauſe my crime may pardon find, 5 Gage 


Such crimes are venial 1 in a lover” s mind; 
And hence I go, refoly'd ſome future day 


My better zeal ſhall wipe theſe ſtains away. 
So ſpoke the knight, and ſpeaking, from the car 


With oft compulſion drew the aftoniſh'd fair, 295 
. While to her heart the blood tumultuous flew, 


And pale and wan her changing features grew. 
Wnt A Fain 
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| Fain would the queen the raſh attempt withſtand, 


And ſnatch the captive from the ſpoiler's hand: 


To free the maid th? enamour'd youth deny „ 300 


And threats and prayers in vain the queen employ” d. 


Her on a ſteed of ſafe and eaſy pace 
He gently ſeated, to ſome diſtant place 
Reſolv'd to bear the invalu'd prize alone, 


And woo her beauties in a land unknown, 305 


With looks, where once the roſe and lily join'd, 


Now wan through fear, with eyes to earth declin'd, 


Thoſe lovely eyes that pour'd a ſilent tide, 


T he virgin follow'd flow her valiant guide. 


The knight, who well by outward ſions divin'd 1 


The tempeſt brooding in her troubled mind, 


To bend her thoughts his riſing hopes to ſhare, 


From her ſad breaſt to baniſh every care, 
His winning ſpeech to ſoft perſuaſion fram'd, 
And thus in humble phraſe her pity claim . Zig 


Fäair dame (he cry d) whence ſprings the ud: VO 
That rends thy gentle ſoul, and mocks relief? 


Ah! why does ſorrow's fable veil diſguiſe 
15 he native luſtre of thoſe angel eyes? 


What now appears mis fortune's ſour annoy, 32⁰ 


May prove thy future good, thy future joy. 


For 
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For heaven's dear ſake be then thy tears ſuppreſt, 
And ſtill the ſighs that heave thy mournful breaſt. 
Think not my wildeſt hopes would e'er offend = 
Thy purer thoughts —firſt earth aſunder rend, 325 
To entomb theſe limbs, ere I the cauſe ſupply 
To pain thy heart, or dim thy ſparkling eye! 
Ah no !—ſecurely reſt - on thee alone 
Depends my will — thy bliſs includes my own. 
And let me ne'er a wiſh on aught beſtow | 330 
Unwiſh'd by thee—my ſource of joy or woe! 
He faid, and added more, that not to obey 
Love's impulſe blind, or paſſion's youthful ſway, 
He bore her thence, but urg'd by courage, coobd 
With ſober prudence, and by reaſon rul'd. = 335 
He told what from the Pagan's * lips he heard, 
And dwelt on all he knew, and all he fear'd ; 
Then laſt his name declar'd, till then conceal'd, 8 
And ſtrait his manly face and golden locks reveal'd. 
As when from parting clouds, in luſtre clear, 340 
The ſtars of Leda's friendly twins + appear, 
The ſwell'd and angry waves no longer roar, 


And bluſtering tempeſts vex the deep no more; 
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Thus, 
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| Thus, at the glance of thoſe commanding eres, 
* Whence mighty Love his nobleſt flame ſupplies, 34 5 | vv 


The tides of grief, the winds of terror ceaſe, 80 

And all her ſtormy breaſt is huſh'd to peace. A 

The damſel on her lover ſweetly turn'd $i 

Her modeſt looks, while he with ardour burn' „ * 

i With eager gaze devour'd each opening grace, 350 I 

| ; And hung on all the beauties of her face. I 

* But while he ponder'd on the means to bleſs 1 
His conſtant ſufferings with deſerv'd ſucceſs, 

CE What place might ſooth her beſt, what courtſhip 1 move | 

Her coyneſs to receive his proffer'd love; 65 | 

= 


Lo! one they met, who ſoon their progreſs ſtay'd, 
Himſelf and ſteed in fable weeds array'd : 
Horrid his mien! and on his ſhield he bore 
A ſpeckled dragon in a lake of gore. 

Rinaldo, with a ſtern and haughty look, 360 
He view'd from far, and thus indignant ſpoke, 
Say, whither hop'ſt thou raſhly thus to bear 
(Ah! wretch!) a dame ſo honour'd and ſo fair? 

To me a prize, thus foully gain'd, reſign — 
Be thine the ſhame of guilt, the purchaſe mine. 365 
| Yield, yield her ſtrait—unleſs thou ſeck'ſt to know | 
Hoy far this ſword can pierce, or eleave my foe. 
2 e 
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But Ifolero, who at diſtance came, 

With tardier pace, behind thE knight and ha, 

Soon as the ſtranger's challenge reach d his N 370 

Advanc'd with ſpeed, and vainly couch'd his ſpear. 

Sudden he fell before th' opponent s ſtroke: 

When thus to Amon's ſon the victor wks. 5 

In fiercer tone With thee my power ſhall wage LY 

Far other fight, if thou preſum'ſt to engage 375% 


In ſingle trial my deſtructive rage. | 
At this the Paladin, with high diſdain, 
To proud Bayardo gave the looſen'd rein, 
But ſudden he, amidſt his fiery courſe, 
Sunk nerveleſs down, nor ſoon reſum'd his force. 380 
Unlook'd for chance! and preſs'd beneath his ſteed | 

Rinaldo lay, nor art nor vigour freed 

Th' impatient youth, who ſtrove, but ſtrove 1 in vain, 
To raiſe Bayardo, panting on the plain ; 

And ſwoln with wrath, on either hand he wy'd 385 
Threats, ſtrength, and light, and ſtroke on ſtroke 

1 apply' d. 

Unlike his former ſelf the courſer lay, 

A uſeleſs load amidft the public WAY. 

While thus Rinaldo rav'd, the ſtranger knight 
Againſt the champaign ſtruck with furious might 399 

| His 
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His potent ſpear, and lo! to view diſclos'd, 
A yawning gulf the central gloom expos'd: 
Earth, with deep roar, her opening jaws EY 'd, 
And Nature's laws the force of ſpells obey d: 
When iſſuing forth, tremendous to beholdꝰ 395 
On whirling wheels a dreadful chariot roll d: 
Four fiery ſteeds the wondrous chariot drew, 
Their mouths diſtain'd with foam of ſanguine hue; 
Their colour dark as night; thick wreathy ſmoke 
With gather'd flame from every noſtril broke — 4.00 
Each cruel eye, with glaring venom fill'd, 
The gazer's breaſt to ſudden terror chill'd; 
Their neighings hoarſe, and hoots reſounding loud, 
Seem'd bolts and thunders from a burſting cloud. 
To this dire car the knight unknown | convey d, 405 
Half dead with fear, the pale and trembling maid; ; 
There plac'd her fafe, and ſeated at her ſide | 
Be ſnatch'd the reins the ſnorting ſteeds to guide. 
Prepar'd for new debate, th' Iberian Knight 
Regain'd his ſteed to o'ertake the chariot's flight, 410 
But the ſtrong wheels with ſpeed ſo rapid flew, 
That ſcarce his ſtraining eye- balls could purſue, 
Increafing wrath Rinaldo's boſom fir'd, 


Deny's to give that aid the fair requir'd ; 


Thus 
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Thus torn, ah cruel! from his arms away, WY 5 
Like ſome poor fawn, the wolf's unpity'd prey, 

Ah! hapleſs youth! how ſoon his hopes are fled, 
Thoſe hopes that late his eager fancy fed f 
Deſpair and grief divide his ſoul: by turns 

He ſighs with anguiſh, and with rage he burns. 420 


END OF THE FOURTH BOOK, 
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Rinaldo, continuing his purſuit of Clarice, at length meets with 


a beautiful youth in the garb of a ſhepherd, who appears in 
great affliction, _ Rinaldo accoſts him, and hears the ſtory 
of his misfortunes : he and the young ſhepherd conceive 
a friendſhip for each other; and both, by the advice of the 
latter, go to conſult the ora:le of Love. They arrive at 
the wonderful cavern, where they enter, having paſſed 
through the enchanted fire, and, after a ſacrifice, hear the 
one delivered from the mouth of the i Image. 
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| NP now the chariot vaniſh'd from the view, 
While gathering round the duſt aſcending ry 


A fable veil, that ſnatch'd from every eye 

The chearful ſplendor of the golden ſky : 

When, ſudden from the ſpelful influence freed, 5 
With thundering hoof the new-awaken'd ſteed 
Upſtarting fierce, indignant ſpurn'd the plain, 

Once more obedient to the ſpur and rein, 

Rinaldo, ROE with grief and ſhame oppreſt, 

( he charm remov'd) his noble beaſt addreſt 10 
To new purſuit, and urg'd his eager Pace, 

Where the fleet wheel had left th' indented trace, 
Thick and more thick, around the car diſpos' d; 

The extending cloud an ample ſpace enclos'd, | 
H — Where 
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Where not the keeneſt glance of mortal ſight 135 


(Keen as the lynx) could pierce the murky night. 


Meantime with torrent force the rain deſcends, 


vet midſt the ſtorm and gloom the champion bends 


His anxious ſearch, with unabated ſpeed, 


As undirected flies his truſty =_ 29 
He throws up all the reins, the ſpur applies, 


And to his breath the ſmalleſt pauſe denies. i 


At length, when Phœbus from the golden wain 


His courſers frees, and ſeeks the briny main, 


The cloud dividing flits in vapours light, 25 
Nor car he ſees, nor ſees th' Iberian knight *; 8 


Neo object left, ſave trees, and lawn, and ſhade, DE 


And ſtately Seine, that cuts the verdant glade. 


What tongue ſhall tell the cruel pangs he prov'd, 
In thoſe drear wilds, from human ſeats remoy'd? 30 
For ſuch a taſk all mortal ſkill were vain, 5 | 
Thou, Phoebus, canſt alone inſpire the ſtrain. 

Wild with his loſs, in deſperate act he ſtood, 
By his own ſword to ſhed his vital blood: 


Now death ſeem'd ready at the call of wick, oh 


Without a crime to give his woes relief. 
And now, with frantic gaze the ſtream he ey'd, . 
EY to plunge beneath the friendly ride, 
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But hope, that wholly ne'er th? unhappy fails, 

While yet the breath of ebbing life prevails, $0 - 

T hough weak and cruſh'd beneath the ſtroke of fate, | 

Still ſtruggles to reſiſt th' oppreſſive weight, 
And whiſpers to his ſoul ſome faint relief, 

Some ſoothing thought to calm his rage of grief. 

In ſearch of Clarice he means to ſtray. 1 45 

Through all the realms that feel Apollo's ray: Te 

When winter whitens every field with ſnow, 

When Flora bids the roſe and lily blow ; 

Nor quit the ſearch, till he the dame regain 

That held o'er every ſenſe unrival'd 0 


The dame once found, he fear'd no luckleſs hour 


Again would part them, though th united power 
Of warriors, bred between the freezing pole 

And burning circles, ſhould his hope control : 

Full well his mighty ſtrength in arms he knew, 55 
With love increas'd, his martial ardor grew. 

L ſſt to himſelf, if e' er the wandering feet 

Of ſtranger chance th* enamour'd knight to meet, 
The knight nor ſees, nor ſpeaks ; ; in viſions toſt 

Of fond conceit, his ſpeech and ſight are loſt. 60 
Or if ſometimes a pilgrim” s form he views, 

His eager tongue enquiries vain purſues ; ; ; 

; EE When 
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When ſudden from a voice unknown he hears 
The plaints of ſorrow in his wondering ears. 
The noble warrior with impatient ſpeed ” 65 
To explore the cauſe impels his mettled ſteed ; 
Perchance with ſome fallacious hope impreſt, 
Still prompt to harbour in the lover's breaſt. 
And lo! he view'd beneath a pine-tree's ſhade, 


Outſtretch'd on earth, a gracefuff ſhepherd laid: 70 


| His age the ſpring of life, when early prime 
To Cyprian Venus conſecrates the time; 
When love each boſom ſways, nor yet begin 
The downy hairs to ſhade the poliſh'd chin. Es 
Around his limbs a ſhepherd's garb he drew 75 
Of ſnow-white ſkin, with ſpots of ſable hue ; 
And o'er his locks, the lovelieſt of their kind, 
In verdant wreaths the bay and myrtle twin d. 
Bare from the knee his well-turn'd leg expos 1 
His ſlender foot in azure buſkins clos d 80 
Of fineſt grain, that richly to behold _ 
Were ty'd in varied forms with braids of gold. 
So ſeem'd Endymion once in Cynthia s eyes, 
What time deſcending from her native ſkies, 
Enclos'd by dreams and night's fantaſtic powers, 8 5 
She paſs' d with him the ſweetly circling hours. 
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Thus oft appears from ocean's wavy bed, 
With ſplendors beaming from his radiant hend, 

The ſtar which beauty's queen complacent views, 
Whoſe purple ray extinguiſh'd light renews. go 
In ſuch a ftrain the courtly ſhepherd . 1 

His moving plaints, ſo ſweet his woes deplor' d, 

The fierceſt ſavage at his grief would melt, ; 

And hearts that never tender pity felt, 
Tears bath'd his cheeks, and tears his eyes clams 


Thoſe eyes that luſtre on the day beſtow'd, 93 20 


While ambient air the burning ſighs confeſs d, 
That burſt unceaſing from his tortur'd breaſt, 
Ah me! (he cry'd) why cam'ſt thou, love, the foe 


Of every bliſs, the ſource of every woe ? | 1 


With endleſs care to work my ſoul's annoy, 
To cloud my peace, and poiſon every joy? 

Alas! what. boaſted honours canſt thou claim, 
What mighty triumph to enhance thy fame? 


A ſimple ſnepherd at thy feet to lay, = og. 


Who own'd, when firſt aſſail'd, thy potent bay! Pd 
I little once believ'd thy fatal . 
Would deign to pierce the homely ruſtick's heart, 


When Jove' s eternal Weapons ne er invade 


The harmleſs tenants of the rural hade: 110 
8 3 But 
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80 ſweetly ſpeak thy heart 5 conſuming Pains, 
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But ſince thou deign'ſt on me, depreſt below 

Thoſe nobler aims, ſuch humble power to ſhow, 
Why wouldft thou fix my thought on views fo high, 
Where, hope extinguiſh'd, peace muſt ever die ? 

T hou, cruel, treacherous God! concealing ſtill, 115 
| Beneath fair pleaſure” s form, the ſharpeſt . 

N hou bid'ſt me graſp (O luckleſs turn of fate 9 

An object far beyond my humble ſtate. 
In other boſoms love from hope is bred, 

Love feeds in mine, and grows, though pe is dead! 
By beams of ſun or ſtar, the faithful dove 121 
Purſues with hope the partner of his love: 


The bull, in early ſpring, for fight Prepares, ” 


And, urg'd by this, his ſavage rival dares': 
Each breaſt, where love is kindled, hope maintains, 


In mine, alas! ſole love the tyrant reigns . 
While thus he mourn'd, intent Rinaldo heard 

His plaints in bitterneſs of ſoul preferr'd ; 

And tender pity for the youth oppreſs'd, 7 


- With added pangs, his own afflicted breaſt. 5 130 
Soon as the mourner ceas'd, with eager look 
On him the champion gaz'd, and thus he ſpoke. 


O lovely youth! whoſe ſadly moving ſtrains 


Accuſing 


Book V. R IN AL D O. 103 
Accuſing love and cruel ſtars, that ſhed 1 «5 
Their baneful influence on thy hapleſs head, Ss 
To me diſcloſe the ſtory of thy grief 
8o pitying Heaven afford thee kind relief. 
Behold a knight, eſtrang d from every good, = 
Like thee by fortune and by love purſu'd, 140 
Each hour I live, i in ſecret flames I glow, + 9 
To others hateful, to myſelf a foe! 
Securely then thy mournful tale diſcloſe, 
To him whoſe boſom throbs with equal woes; | 
Since even the wretched ſoothing eaſe W aq 
To find a fad companion in diſtreſs, . 
＋ ouch'd with theſe courteous words, the firanger : 
_ rais 4: - 
His ce tice and bs Riinalils ant, 

While down his bloomy check the tears purſu'd 
Their frequent courſe, and all his veſt bedew'd. 150 
Then thus: If thou, O warrior! ſcek'ſt to know 

What cruel pangs from amorous paſſion flow, 

Unpitied paſſion! from thy ſteed deſcend, 

And ſeated on the turf my tale attend. 

Hear—fince like mine, thy ſoul has learn d to prove 
The wretched thraldom and the pains of love : 1 56 

| Yet own, howe'er thy life with ſorrows pine, f 
Thoſe ſorrows far, ah! far excell'd by mine! 85 

. Then 
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Then let thy courteous lips in turn diſcloſe 


The cauſe from which thy own affliction roſe, 160 
Where proud Numantia's ancient kingdom lay, 


(The rival once of Rome's imperial ſway) 

| Whoſe ſons have oft, amidſt th' embattled train, 
The country drench'd with blood of Latians ſlain ; : 
Where now the ſhepherd ſwains (a harmleſs band) 
Have fix'd their dwelling from Hiſpania' 8 land; 166 


With evil ſtars J led my infant years, 


Born of a ſire whoſe wealth excell'd his peers. 
A ſtately temple, by our fathers rais'd, 
To Venus once with ſacred altars blaz 4; 179 


And every firſt returning morn to greet 


| Of genial May, accuſtomꝰ d here to meet, 


From neighbouring lands the mingled votarics came, 


To grace with honour'd ſports the Cyprian dame: 


Nor Wee now they fight the folemn Gn 17 5 


There prizes rang'd reward the victor band: 


Who furtheſt hurls the diſk with ſkilful hand: 


85 Who firſt, with ſtrength and art ſuperior ſeen, 

O ercomes the wreſtler on the crowded green : | Wen 
Who with his arrow gains the foremoſt name, 
And ſtrikes the mark that mock'd his rival's aim: 
| Who 


Book V. R IN AL D O. 1 
Who with ſwift foot outruns the racer train, 
And he whoſe ſpear can beſt the courſe maintain, 
The damſels, ſprung from humble ſtate, advance: 18 3 . 
And lead in conteſt ſweet the ſprightly dance; 
While thoſe whom Heaven allots a nobler place, | 
By birth deriv'd from more illuſtrious race, 
With lip to lip exchange the friendly kiſs; 
And ſhe who ſweeteſt yields the gentle bliſs, 190 
By common ſuffrage gains a wreath, to crown — 
Her beauty's charms with new acquir'd renown, 
And now the ſun has clos'd the ſecond year | 
(To me how ſlow the days, the hours appear!) 
Since to the temple, for my grief and ſhame, 195 
To rites of May the fair Olinda came, 
The fair Olinda, cauſe of all my ſmart, | 
Of lovely features, but relentleſs heart : 
Olinda, to our king th' acknowledg'd heir, 
Whoſe fame for beauty diſtant lands declare. 200 
Ah me! when firſt ſhe met my dazzled view, 
Through all my frame a chilling tremor flew | 
Pallid and cold, with pain I drew my breath, 
And life ſeem'd fluttering on the verge of death, 
Nor yet theſe ſymptoms to myſelf reveal d 208 
The mortal poiſon which my heart conceal'd, 5 
5 1 = _ 
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But till intent that lovely form I view'd, 
And nouriſh'd orief with love's delightful food. 


At length my wound I knew—but what avail'd 
To know my wound, when every medicine fad? 210 
Too late I ſtrove - for love victorious reign d, 
And o'er my boſom ruthleſs ſway maintain d. 


My fault 1 knew—but ah! condemn'd in vain 


The fault that ill beſeem'd my lowly ſtrain; 


Still tyrant love compell'd me to forego 215 


Each fond reſolve, and ruſh on deeper woe, = 

The living fount, with gurgling waters clear, 

: Delights not thus the wearied thirſty deer: 
Not thus the paſture green, and dewy mead, 
Delight the lowing herd and fleecy breed : 220 


Not thus the fanning breeze and cooly ſhade 


The pilgrim, fainting from the ſunny glade ; 
As thoſe dear beauties charm'd my raviſh'd eyes, 


Though by ſuch beauties her admirer dies. - 
The games begin - and firſt the ſportive train 22 's 


Contend to whirl the diſcus o'er the plain: 


A gentle ſhepherd, in the manly play, 

From all his rivals bears the palm away. 
The wreſtling next ſucceeds and I, whom love 
Impel'd, my courage and my kill to rome. 230 


The 


Book V. RINA L D O. 107 
The conflict daring, each opponent foil, 

And win the general voice to crown my toil. 

The games proceed—and now the lovely crew 

Of gentle dames their ſofter ſtrife purſue. 


Full many a nymph I ſaw (O envy'd bliſs !) > « 


With her I lov'd exchange the balmy kiſs. 

Ah me! what ſudden thoughts my foul enflam'd ! 

What tempting frauds my buſy fancy fram'd! : 
Laſt in her hand the prize Olinda held, 


For him whoſe ſwiftneſs 1 in the race excell'd, 8 240 


Prepar'd I ſtand, nor find declining force 
(Though ſick with wild deſire) refuſe the courſe, 
Love can my feet with nimble wings ſupply : 


In viewleſs motion to the goal I fly— 


I paſs the reſt, and ſoon the place attals” 448 


Where fate the charming author of my pain, 
Soon as 1 near beheld the royal dame, 
A chilly trembling ſe1z'd on all my frame; 


The prize I took, and taking gently preſs d 


Her ſnowy hand, while virgin coyneſs dreſs dd 250 


Her lovely cheek in tints of crimſon hue, 
And prone to earth her modeſt eyes ſhe threw. 
Apollo now withdraws his evening fires ; 


| With him my brighter ſun from view retires, 
And 
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And I, forlorn, i in cheerleſs night remain, — 451 
* he prey of grief, and ſtill increaſing pain, 
O! had ſome power, in pity of the ſtrife, 


From wearied limbs releas'd this wearied life, 
I had not then ſurviv'd, ſuch pangs to know, 
And feel the growing pangs of deeper woe! 269 


In what dire conflict paſs'd the ſleepleſs night! 
How dragg'd the heavy hours till morning licht! q 
No more I hop'd to view that angel-face, 

7 hoſe ſparkling eyes, and every nameleſs grace; 


5 But fate far other doom'd, whoſe fr oward will 265 


Prepar'd to plunge me yet in deeper ill, 

Our clime, our pleaſures charm'd the royal fair; 1 
The temperate ſeaſons, and the genial air, 

The ſhelter'd vale, the gently-ſwelling hill, 


The ſhady foreſt, and the Iimpid rill ; 270 


The ſylvan game—from early childhood bred 


To rural ſports, a huntreſs life ſhe led; 
And hence ſhe choſe a caſtle's ancient ſeat, 


And fix'd her dwelling in the lone retreat, 


Oft times ſhe iſſues forth at opening day, e 
With morning breeze, and Phœbus' glimmering ray, 5 

What time the tender plants and flowers we view, 
Beſpread with ſprinkled drops of ſilver dew : 


Begirt 


rer — 
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Begirt with buneſmen and with knights ſhe ſtands, 


With dames and damſels drawn from foreign lands: 280 


She follows now ſwift ſtags and timorous hares, 
And now for harmleſs birds her net prepares. 
1 chat, with partners ſkilful in the chace, 


Was ever wont the field and lawn to trace, 


And through the country bore an equal name 2 


With thoſe who praiſe for {kill and ſwiftneſs claim, ' 
Was ſoon with courteous look and ſpeech retain'd, 
And midſt her troop an honour'd ſtation gain d. 


Still was I near, for ever at her ſide; 


It ſeem'd that fortune now my wiſh ſupply d: 290 


Her dog I led, her golden bow I bore, 

Or held her quiver with its deadly ſtore. 

I deem'd it bliſs to touch that envy'd veſt, 

| Whoſe amorous folds her loyely perſon preſs'd. 


Thus, thus I Iiv'd, till Phcebus' annual ray 295 : 


Again brought back the morn of flowery May 5 ; 
When reſtleſs love, who gives not perfect joy, 
While ſweets untry'd the lover's thoughts employ, 


Who draws his votaries on to new defires, 


And, while he quenches, kindles fiercer fires, 300 


Impell'd me firſt to dare the fraudful deed, 
Whence all my ſorrows, all my woes proceed! 


He 


x DO EY 2 — RT oa a "0 FIG Wits n * 9 W i 1 „„ * Pp 0 8 n 5 Ne * . 15 p F | 1 1 ; ? ook : R 0 8 
ee r e e 1 — 5 . l Go Dt: Ss 2 1 Wed. cd. n * 


wi 


PPT 


. 
PUPUPUPPPPPPPPUV pee ee en EE NET ICI IN ER 
bg 6 — 9. — — — - o — — - * Lp — — - — + — * = — — - _— = — . I — 
- £ — = ©. — = — — : — — — — —. I os ng He — =: ̃ — — — — — SS 
.. BS © ES. Z — e — — n= == — — === Tn LEBEN 


10 R IN AI. D O. Boox v. 


He with dark clouds obſcur'd my reaſon's light, 


Nor let my judgment ſever wrong from right. 

I purpos d now, in female garb array 'd, 305; 
| Toj Join the dames, myſelf a ſeeming maid ; 12 
So might J hope (O! fancies raſh and wild! 

For which I live from every good exil'd) 

"P 0 preſs that ruby lip, whence Cupid aims 


A thouſand darts, and lights a thouſand flames. 310 


Nor hard it ſeem'd to faſhion ſuch deceit ; 155 
My youth, my blooming form ſecur'd the cheat: 


No tender hairs, matur'd by ripening time, 
Embrown'd my cheeks, that glow'd with roſy prime. 
Full ſoon a veſtment, fring d with gold, 1 choſe, 31 5 


And all that female art or coſt beſtows | ? 


To deck their charms—my ſecret I diſclos'd 


To one in whom my faith had long repos d; 
Then reach'd the temple, where I ſaw reſort 
The train of females to their feſtive ſport; 320 
While o'er my face a ſnowy veil I threw, ; 
To hide my features from the general view. 


But, eager for their rites, the female throng, 


Of me regardleſs, pour'd in ſhoals along. 


Securely mingled with the reſt, I ſeem'd N 


Among the maids a maid, and ſo by all was deem'd. 


. . 1 5 Ful 
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Full many a lip (each fair in turn careſt) 

With little joy, with leſs deſire I preſs'd ; 

At length I came to where Olinda ſtood, 


: Soul of my thoughts, my every earthly good! 350: 


Around her waiſt, as ivy claſps the vine, 

My arms I threw, and glu'd her lips to mine : 

When ſtruck with inftant doubt, all dale, amaz 'd, 
The ſtartled virgin on my features gaz d: 

A ſudden tremor then my members FRY - 08 
N T he conſcious blood my ouilty cheek forſook. 

Her doubts increas'd ; with fix'd and nearer view _ 
She mark'd, and ah! too ſoon my face ſhe knew. 

: Then fury kindling i in her ſparkling eyes, 


: With low, but firm determin'd voice, ſhe cries : 340 


How dar'ſt thou, wretch, ſo foul a treaſon frame, 

How dar'ſt to act what ſtains the brow of ſhame 2 

Hence — inſtant fly this interdicted plain! 

Nor hope once more to approach our chaſte domain; 

: And if I now forbear with rigorous hand 345 

To claim the penance crimes like thine Seven, 

Know this] fear leſt rumour's breath ſhould raiſe 

Some lying tongue to taint Olinda's praiſe. 

But wherefore ſhould I vainly now reveal | 

The cruel pangs I then was doom'd to feel? 350 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe fole temembrande ſtill renews the ſmart 


Of every wound that feſters in my heart: 5 


J fought to die—but when J drew the blade a 
To take my life, my friend the weapon ſtay d: 1 
To change my thoughts he try d, nor vainly try'd, 3 66 
With one who never yet his ſuit deny d. 
He urg'd me thence for France to bend my way, 
Where (if report was true) a cavern lay, 
f Whoſe wonders wide around all tongues proclaim, 
Nor tell its equal in the world of fame. 360 
There, from a golden i image, Love forchows 8 
5 o all his vaſſals future] Joys or woes, 
And ſage advice affords 1 in every ſtate, 
Of threatening danger, or of adverſe fate. | 
This day, when morn with early ſplendor glow'd, 3b 5 


The deſtin'd path a reverend ſtranger ſhow'd. 


Not hence remote, 0 'erhung with nodding ſhades, 
The fatal cave a mountain's ſide pervades. 
Say now, fir knight, what pangs thy breaſt may gets 
From cruel deſtiny, or wayward loye. 1 5 370 
Then let us both to yonder cave repair, 15 
5 And from the image needful counſel bear. 


Rinaldo briefly next his ſtory told : 


Together now their friendly way they hold 3 


6 285 . Not 
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, Nor far they Journey, ere the mountain nigh | 


A burning fire the cavern's mouth defends : 
Full oppoſite a column's height aſcends ; 
Deep fix'd in earth of poliſh'd ſteel it ſhines, 
And bears inſcrib'd theſe monitory lines. 5 
« With fearleſs feet, ye loyal Jovers ! ook: 


| That formidable cavern's deep receſs ; 


But you, ye perjur'd train, far hence retire, 
Nor hope to paſs yon interdicted fire.” 


The lofty mount, that ſeem'd of living ſtone, 


In luſtre bright, like flamy crocus ſnone, 
A magic work ! around whoſe ſculptur'd baſe 
A thouſand figures roſe with vary'd grace ; 


The wars of Love, his numerous battles gain'd, Y : 
899 


| And all his trophies from the Gods obtain'd. 
Florindo (thus was nam'd the gentle youth, 
In love a mirror of unſully'd tut), 
With courage equal to his faith, Prepar d 


113. 


375 
They view, and ſoon the wondrous cavern ſpy: 


380 


365 


To attempt the cave, che burning terrors dard, 5 


And paſſing through (as if a welcome gueſt) 
His ſenſe a pure and balmy air confeſs d, 
duch as from thick and mortal dregs reſin d 
F ceds not the tranſient life of frail mankingds,.... 


S Rinaldo 5 


395 
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Rinaldo, who, with looks intent, ſurvey'd 
Ih he ancient loves of fabled gods portray d. 400 
| Soon as he ſaw Florindo fearleſs caſt. 

_ Amidſt the fiery blaze, and ſafely paſt, 

; Eager to follow, with impatient ſpeed | 

He ſafely firſt ſecur'd his foamy ſteed ; 


To Vulcan's threatening then his limbs he gave, 40 ; 
And trod with ſtep ſecure the ſecret cave. 


Three holy prieſts there choſen to Nn 
And every ritual for the place provide, 
Devout attendants on the bowyer- god, 
The ſtrangers welcom'd to their lone abode; 410 
And at their altar, bade the knights prepare 
| To ſupplicate the winged power with prayer _ 
And pious vows, breath'd forth from pureſt thought, 
| As by their kind and ſage inſtructors taught. 
| Mean time the Paladin, whoſe better mind 41 5 
The purer lore of Chriſtian orace refin'd, 7 
Abhorr'd theſe rites ; nor deem'd that aught divine 
In ſculptur'd gold would heavenly powers confine ; 'E 
But rather judg'd ſome fiend of hell, conceal'd 
In ſuch a form, the future times reveal'd : 420 
For this, apart the gentle knight retir'd, 
And theſe vain rites with filent gaze admir 'd. 
Pu,  Indignant 
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Indignant now the idol had deny'd 
His favouring ear, nor to the youths reply'd; 


But Merlin, he who fram'd the wondrous ſpell, | 42 5 ; 


Conſtrain'd the i image each event to tell, 
And wiſely had prepar'd with preſcient power 
For every chance of this predeſtin'd hour. 


A milk-white bull, that never yet had known, 


In furrow'd field beneath the yoke to groan, 4.30 


Whoſe breaſt but late with amorous heat on fire, 
Confeſs'd the pleaſing ſtings of young deſire, 

A grateful victim on the altar laid, 
To mighty Love a ſacrifice they paid; 


And next, to thee! his beauteous mother, flew 4 3 5 | 


_ Two gentle doves of more than ſnowy hue. 
The rites complete, the cavern trembles round, 
An earthquake ſeems to rock th' affrighted _ 


Above, below, repeated echoes groan 


With dreadful voices, and with ſounds unknown. 440 4 


So when the ſouth aſſails the ſtormy waves, 

The roaring ſea with double fury raves. 

The ſtarue nods his head, his pinions quake, 

And rattling from behind his golden arrows ſhake: 3 
When from his lips releas'd, theſe accents came: 445 
Y * Rinaldo, thou purſue the path of fame, 


1 2a Thy 
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T hy firſt deſire | with glory gild thy life, 
Then take the lovely Clarice to wife, 
And crown thy bliſs—know he, that late convey d 
From thy victorious hand the peerleſs maid, 450 
(The maid whoſe beauties, with attractive ns 
Eftrang'd thee from the great purſuit of Oy - 
Was Malagigi, whoſe o 'erſecing care Z 
His chariot brought, from thee thy prize to bear, 3 
And to her friends reſtore th affrighted fair. 455. 
Thou too, Florindo ! glow with martial fires, 898 
Since arms muſt lead to all thy ſoul deſires: 
- For know, if yet the truth unknown remain, 
Thou draw'ſt thy birth from blood of royal ſtrain. “ 
| The voice prophetic left each beating breaſt 460 
With doubt uncertain, yet with hope impreſt; 
To anxious fear ſupply'd a ſhort relief, 
And chac'd awhile the gloomy clouds of grit 
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Rinaldo and Florindo arrive where the Chriſtians and Pagans 
are encamped. Deſcription of the diſcipline obſerved in 
the camp of Charlemain. Florindo leaves Rinaldo, and is 
introduced to the emperor, from whom he receives the rank 
of knighthood. He delivers a challenge on behalf of himſelf 
and Rinaldo, whoſe name he conceals, to enter the liſts 
with any knights. The challenge accepted and proclaimed, 
as well among the Pagans as Chriſtians. The jouſts begun 
by Rinaldo, who vanquiſhes all opponents. He engages 
Atlas, the great champion of the Pagans, and wins the 
ſword Fuſburta. He fights with ſeveral Chriſtians, and 


among others, kills Hugo, a young warrior of great eſti- 


mation. Charles incites Orlando to revenge his death. 

Orlando and Rinaldo meet, unknown to each other: their 
battle deſcribed, till they are parted by the emperor, ſtruck 
with the valour of the unknown knight. Florindo after- 
wards ſignalizes himſelf in various encounters. The day 
being ended, he and Rinaldo depart from the camp, Charles 
having i in vain endeavoured to detain them. 
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HE generous youths the cavern now forſook, 
And to Italia” s realms their courſe betook, | 


Where, preſt by royal Charles, the Pagan ſtate 
Already fear d the worſt from adverſe fate: 


In preſence here of Pepin' mighty ſon „ 5 


They hop'd for wreaths in liſts of glory won; 
And here Florindo purpos'd to demand 
The rank of knighthood from the ſovereign 8 W 
The ſoil they travers d, which the Julian name 


And Julian deeds have long conſign d to fame. 10 


The rugged Alps they croſt, in vain oppos'd 
To Afric's mighty chief , whoſe art diſclos'd 
A paſs untry'd, to thee imperial Rome, 
Denouncing bloody war's impending doom. 
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And next they view'd Italia's honour'd clime, "wh 
1 n reverence held to far-ſucceeding time, 
Hail, ſacred realm, with palms and trophies crown'd, 
All hail, for virtue and for arms renown'd! 


Of heroes, demigods, whoſe olories fill 


The earth, of genius fruitful mother {till E 20 


»Twas thine to ſpread thy ſigns and conquering bands 


To Nabatei and Heſperia s lands, 
And ſcorning every hoſtile power combin'd, 


(As juſt as brave) give laws to all mankind. 


Rinaldo thus; and ſpeaking, as he paſt, — 23 


His eager eyes around the plain he caſt ; 
And ſaw the proſpect rich on either ſide | 
With peopled towns and cities“ towery pride; 


But no adventure met, that here might raiſe | 


His generous worth, and yield his valour praiſe; 30 


Or give the meed, which honour'd toil beſtows, 

| The meed by virtue earn d deſerv'd repoſe; 
Though long they travell'd many a tedious night 
Beneath the chill of Dian's filver light. 


At length they came, by early daun „ 55 


Where near encamp'd the Franks and Pagans lay ; ; 
And ſaw their banners to the” breezes ſt: rea, 


And armed hoſts reflect the dazzling beam, ; 
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Now roſe the fun from ocean's wavy bed, 

No vapoury cloud obſcur'd his golden load, oth 
And ſtriking full on arms of vary'd hue, 
rom buriih'd ſteel a thouſand ſplendors drew, 

That t darting to the ſkies a trembling light, 

With glory pain'd, yet pleas'd the aching ſight. 


The gain appear'd to burn with Etna's fires 45 
W hen flaſh ſucceding flaſh her gaping mouth reſpires, 


Here Charles 1 in three divides his martial bands, 


Himſelf with one a riſing g ground commands : 


With one is Namus ſtation'd on the plain; . 


And prudent Amon guides the remnant train. 50 


The feartul Pagans, by their foes enclos'd, 

In Aſpramont their troubled ranks diſpos'd ; 

| Though numbers ſtill in many a neighbouring poſt, 
Maintain'd their ſtrength againſt the Chriſtian hoſt. 
When now the attentive knights had view'd from far 
The field, the camp, and all the pride of war, 56 
Florindo, generous youth, revolv'd in mind 
The noble purpoſe he ſo late deſign'd, 


And urged his courſe to where in princely ſtare, 


Above the ſubject plain the monarch ſate. 660 


Not fo Rinaldo; he his courſer rein d, 


And penſiye on the field below remain'd. 


Amidſt 
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Amidſt the warlike bands Florindo preſs'd; [breaſt) 
(Arms fenc'd their limbs and valour warm'd their 
He faw them bent to various ſports that frame 65 
Th he nerves to toil, and rouſe the martial flame. 
All vile and coward ſouls, whoſe abject ſenſe 
Delights in flothful caſe, are baniſh'd hence : 


Nor dice, nor uſeleſs games the brave debaſe ; ; 


Nor Bacchus here, nor Venus finds a place. e 70 


He only meets regard, whoſe force and art 
From the tough bow can ſend the deadly dart: 
He that with cumbrous ſhield, and heavy mail, * 
Can ſteepy heights with ſkill and Nags ſcale : 


He that can leap, (regardleſs of a ſoe) N 


With nimble feet, the foſſe that yawns below: 
He that can fearleſs in the hardy field, 
Now high, now low, the leaden ceſtus wield: 
He that with nervous arm the ſword can rear, 
In fiery circles wave; or ſhake the ſpear; 80 
And he, whoſe art with each opponent vies, 


To vin in crowded liſt the wreſtler S prize: | 8 


Who dares to wield the ponderous diſk engage, 


And he who turns the war. inſtructing page: 
Who, ſheath'd i in arms, on foot eſſays the courſe, „ 


And he who curbs, or winds the fiery horſe. 
- e n ws 


But whither thus forgetful of the way, 
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- How loſt are now the hopes of ancient praiſe, 
The manners, cuſtoms of primeval days ! 
What different ſcenes i in'war (O foul diſgrace 0 


We now behold amongſt the Chriſtian race ! 90 


He, that | in flothful eaſe, i in idle games 


Spends every hour, and Bacchus' feaſts proclaims ; 


Who all his prime to joys of Venus gives, 


He, only priz'd in camp and army lives! 


What wonder then, if that infernal peſt, 9 * 


That ancient foe to dying Greece confeſt, 
Should now with threats our weſtern world annoy, 


By ruthleſs arts induſtrious to deſtroy !— 


Do grief and anger draw my muſe aſtray? 100 
Whither can love and pity lead my mind? — 


Ah! turn and tread the paths we left behind. 
Now, guided by a ſquire, Florindo went 


To ſeek the monarch in his regal tent; 


Arriv'd, he found the guard that watch'd the gate, 10 09 
And begg d admiſſion to the ſovereign ſtate. 


Soon as with awe-ſtruck eyes the king he view'd, 


He bent his knee—a ſolemn pauſe enſu'd : 


A tranſient colour fluſh'd his cheek with . 
Then humbly thus with modeſt words he ſaid. 110 


0 king! 
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O king to thee I come, whoſe glorious name 
Like Phoebus ſhines amidſt the world of fame: 


I come from thee to obtain the rank of knight; 


With gracious hand confer the honour'd rite. 


Thus he: the monarch at his preſence ads ho 


That {poke a gentle birth, his ſuit approv'd, 
And hail'd him knight, though yet unknown the race 


From which his ſecret origin to trace: 
Nor knew the youth himſelf what blood to claim, 


Or what his lineage or paternal name, 120 


| Florindo pray'd Orlando's noble hand 
(The ſcourge of God and bulwark of a land) | 
| Might to his ſide the honour'd Ford apply, 


A ſure preſage of future victory. „ 
Nor this the noble Paladin deny d, 125 


But to his ſuit i in courteous words AY 


The gentle youth his thanks to each renew'd, 


Then. thus his interrupted nocd] b purſu C2 


A knight AW al irs inc near, with me avow * | 


5 The ſlave of Love, and to his ſervice bow'd: I 39 
We, by his torch and darts, have ſworn to ield- ” 
Our arms for him, his champions in the field: 
Before thy preſence, Charles! will we maintain 


(The choice of weapons to our foes remain) 
\. FL, That 
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That he alone can true renown acquire, 135 
Whom Love ſhall guide and warm with noble fire. 
And hence, ſhould one amongſt your warriors prove 
(Though ſtrange to tell) the foe of mighty Love, 
And this avow—the conteſt let him try 
A knight prepar d, ſhall make with arms reply. . 

This bold defiance general honour won, 
And many a warrior wiſh'd the courſe to run. 
Then gave the king, by herald's voice, command 
To ſpread the challenge through the Pagan band. 
Soon wide the rumour flew ; and thoſe whoſe heart 145 
Ne' er felt the ftroke of Love 8 reſiſtleſs dart, 
Or thoſe who late the vaſſals of his way, 
Eſteem'd his laws not eaſy to obey; 


Who now releas'd from bondage, ſtill r retain'd 


Remembrance of the woes they once ſuſtain'd; 159 


Appear'd with ſpear and ſhield to oppoſe with joy 
His tyrant empire, and his power deſtroy. 
Alreacy Charles, deſcending to the plain 


To mark how well the ſtrangers would maintain 


Their challenge given; around their ſovereign ſtand 155 


The gallant leaders of each martial band. 
+ Rinaldo, who the firſt encounter dard, 
Awaiting ſtood with ſhield and lance Prepar d. 
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15 Gualtero firſt advanc'd the jouſt to meet, 
And headlong firſt was tumbled from his ſeat: 160 
A mingled murmur from th' aſſiſtants broke, 
Who wondering, view d this unexpected — 
= The murmur ceas'd, as Anghileno came; 
To conqueſt us d, in arms a mighty name. 
Each champion's helm the hoſtile ſpear receiv d; 16 9 
-- "Bur Anghileno, from his ſaddle heav'd, 


A ſhock ſo rude unable to ſuſtain, 


| Stretch'd at his length, lay weltering d on the plain. 
: Then Berlinghero, who the fall beheld, 
'To avenge his ſhame with rage impatient t frell'd: 170 
- He plac'd the ſpear in reſt, he ſpurr'd the ſteed, | 
Swift as a bow impels the feather'd reed: 


But, fiercely ſmote, he ſtagger'd in his ſeat ; 
The reins his hand, the ſtirrup left his feet: 


8 Again recover d to renew the jouſt, 175 


Hurl'd from on high he tumbled on the duſt. 


Full many, long by beauty's charms inſpir'd, 


Yet now with generous emulation fir; d, 


Eſſay'd the conflict, but in vain eſſay d, 
Each, like his fellows, on the Plain was laid. 180 
Thou firſt, chough ſtrong of nerve and large of bone, 

O fierce Ricardo ! from thy ſeat wert thrown. 

* * e „ Rinaldo's 
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Rinaldo's force Alcaſtus, Bruſus found ; ; 
Orion, Breſſus, Pulion, preſs d the ground, 
Ghiſmondo ſoon, like theſe, commenc'd the fray, 185 7 
And ſoon, like theſe, on earth ill-fated lay. 
With him Orino falls, who furious came; 
Whoſe eager haſte deceiv'd his weapon's aim: 
His elder born, Arbano try'd the courſe, 
His ſecond prov'd no leſs Rinaldo's force f 190 | 
Then Aldrimantes third, their youngeſt bred, _ 
Along the earth his vanquiſh'd members ſpread. 
While thus with eaſe Rinaldo from his ſeat 1 
Each warrior threw, and turn'd their quivering feet 
Againſt the ſky—behold, in armour bright, 4 1 
The Saracen, fierce Atlas, ruſh'd to fight: . 
Huge as a tower he ſtrikes the aſtoniſh'd 70 
His ſteed appears an elephant in ſize. 
The warrior view d him with a brave Slain. 
And, fir'd with ardor, loos'd his courſer's rein, 200 
Without a word or ſignal to engage, 
On him the Pagan ruſh'd in threatening rage: 
Nor more the generous foe his ſpeed delay d, 
But couch'd the lance yet ne'er in vain eſſay d. 
The mute ſpectators gaze, intent to view _ 205 : 
Which knight to earth the rival e 0 erthrew : 


Of 
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Of thoſe their hearts through doubt and terror beat, 
Of theſe through noble ire and martial heat. 
With ſuch a force, tranſcending human thought, 
Achilles once and gallant Hector fought, 210 
Where Ida, veil d in clouds his ſacred head, 
And Xanthus' ſtream through ſubject meadows real 
So rude the ſhock, that each appear'd to yield, 


And, ſtaggering, thrice to either ſide they reel'd 3 


Alike impetuous clos'd each fiery ſteed: 417 
of ſlenderer make, but ſprung of fiercer breed, . 
Bayardo drove to earth the rival beaſt, 
And gave to cruel death a welcome feaſt, 
Slow roſe the Saracen, who freed with pain, 
His feet encumber'd by the courſer ſlain. 220 
Meantime the knight forbears to aim a blow, 
| But lights, with ſpear unbroke, to await the foe. 
Proud Atlas, with a ſmile, inſults the knight, 
Soon as he views him from the courſer light; 
Then from the ſcabbard freed he whirl'd around 22 5 
. His ſword Fuſberta, firſt of ſwords renown d: 
Rinaldo dauntleſs his opponent fac'd, 
His better foot before he firmly plac'd, 
His left behind—and.in the midſt the ſpear 
He graſp'd, and dar'd the foe to combat near. 230 


1 5 
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The fiery African * to meet the ſoe 
Advanc'd, and aim'd a long-deſcending blow ; 
The brandiſh'd ſpear the falchion's aim withſtood, 
And from his ſhoulder drew the purple blood. 
With riſing 5 Joy th exulting Chriſtians view, 235 
But ſaddening fears oppreſs the Pagan crew: 5 
The giant foams, deep rage each feature dyes, 
And flames of fire flaſh dreadful from his eyes: 
Loos'd from his graſp he let the ſword remain, 
Secure ſaſpended by an iron chain, = 240. 
Then ſciz'd the ſpear, and with reſiſtleſs might _ 
Had nearly thrown to earth the Chriſtian knight: 
The ſpear he wreſted from his ſtrugg gling hand, 
And hurl'd the weapon on the diſtant ſand, 
Fuſberta fierce he wields—W hat now ſuſtains uy 5 
5 by force, Rinaldo | ſay, what help remains? - 
How could'ſt thou, thus diſarm d, elude thy fate? 
Loft is thy weapon; but in every ſtate 
Thy heart! is unappall d — he marks with heed, 
The falchion rais'd, and, leaping round with ſpeed, 250 
Avoids the weapon that in vain deſcends, 
And through reſounding air an idle paſſage rends. 
But ere the Pagan aims a ſerond blow, 
ele cloſes with his deſperate ſoe; 
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The right- hand ſcizing, with his dagger S-point 255 
He wounds the wriſt, then from the feeble joint | 


The falchion tears, while helpleſs to withſtand 


The giant views diſarm'd his better hand, 
And from his own good ſword, with ſad furvey, 


Sees death impending o'er his cloſing day. 260 
| Now thoſe, who lately deem'd the ſtranger knight 
Leſs wile than daring in fo fierce a fight, 


- W hoſe arm, no truſty weapon at his fide, 
With fingle ſpear his mighty foe defy'd ; 
While mute with wonder on the field they 82 d, 265 
His proweſs equal with his courage prais d: 
Yet not a thought ſuggeſts Rinaldo's name, 
T hough known to each his early thirſt of fame. 
The warrior ſoon his deadly falchion ſped, 


From the huge trunk to lop the gaſping head. 270 
Low ſunk the corſe, a pale and uſeleſs load; 


The haughty ſoul, while blood in torrents flow'd, 


Dire howling, ſought Avernus' black domain, 


To dwell with horror, grief, and endleſs pain. 


His ſpear regain'd, once more to fight addreſt, 27 5 


His generous courſer young Rinaldo preſs'd, 
But firſt (his well- carn'd prize) exulting ty d 


The ſword, Fuſberta, to his manly ſide: 
He 
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ö He ſaw completed thus his ſolemn vow, 


A weapon purchas d from fo fierce a foe : 280 


A foe, from whom ſuch peril late he found ; 
A ſword for temper through the world renown'd 


To cleave the mail, or aim the pointed wound. 
When Otho (who apart reluctant ſtood, 

Defrauded of his turn by Atlas) view'd 485 
The lifeleſs chief, his ſpear in reſt he took, 

But fell, in front by brave Rinaldo ſtruck. 

Then, hapleſs fortune ! from his ſaddle caſt, 
By ruthleſs ſteel good Hugo breath'd his laft. 

Firſt with Rinaldo s boſom chanc'd to meet 290 


— 


The hoſtile ſpear, and ſhook him in his ſeat, 
While fruitleſs he purſu'd his erring courſe, 
And ſpent in hifling air the weapon's force. 
Hence, rous'd to fury, on the youth he flies, 
Beneath his fury gallant Hugo dies 295 
One inſtant through his heart the weapon guides, 
One inſtant from his neck the head divides. 
The fatal ſword that drove through Hugo's breaſt, 
The heart of Charles with equal anguiſh prefs'd ; 


For while in court he held an honour'd place, goo 
He ſhar'd, o'er all, his ſovereign's partial grace; 1 
And now, to ſee him unreveng'd expire, 

His royal boſom glow'd with generous ire: 
„ To 
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To great Orlando, ſtanding near his ſide, | 
He turn'd, and thus, with friendly ardor, cry'd. 30 * 
O! thou, my beſt belov'd, my more than ſon, 
55 0! thou, the ſtrength, the gvardian of my throne ! 
Behold'ſt thou not, where gentle Hugo ſlain 
By i impious hands, deſerts his ſocial train! . 
In prime of life, an early ſacrifice, — 710 
Crown'd with our love and crown'd with fame he dies! 
How bold in fight, how active to purſue, 
How ſtrong in virtue, to his king how true! 
His loſs o'er France ſhould ſpread the cloud of grief, 
And every eye lament their blooming chief. 315 
But we! O kinſman! to his merits owe 5 
The tendereſt duties paid by kindred woe. 
Shall ſuch a champion thus reſign his breath, 
And unreveng'd wilt thou behold his death? 
Shall yonder foe that well-khown courage quell 320 
By which Almontes and Troyano fell? 
Subdue the boaſter's pride - aſſert the claim 
Of tribute due to Hugo's honour'd name. 
Exalt once more the ſully'd pride of France, 
That now lies cruſh'd beneath a ſtranger's lance. 325 
With words like theſe, the monarch would excite 
His Kinſman brave to meet as brave a knight: 
But 
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But he, who firſt from empty ſtrife refrain'd, 
Nor ſought for trophies in the jouſt obtain'd, | 
Declines the field; till at his ſovereign” O prayers 3 30 
He yields his will, and for the liſt Prepares. 
All, fave his helmet, arm'd the warrior ſtands, 
Then ſudden for the fight his helm demands. 
Soon o'er his brows the honour'd load is plac'd, 
That once Almontes' noble temples anc'd. 4 35 
Rinaldo, by his ſhield Orlando knew, 5 5 
That, near advancing, to the combat drew, 
And, Joyful for th' event, his courſer wheel'd 
To dare the trial of that glorious field. 
Here, muſes, let your ſacred fountain flow, 340 
And mightier ſuccours on your bard beſtow ! 1 
Here equal to the theme his voice to raiſe, 
And martial ſubjects ſing in martial lays: 
And thou, Minerva, now my ſoul expand, 


As then thy power confirm'd each champion's hand: 
Tis thine no leſs in verſe than arms to ſhine, 346 


Of Mars or Phoebus either palm i is thine, 
As when 1 in conflict on the wavy main, 
Two veſſels arm d the dubious fight maintain; 4 
By turns their force againſt each other try, 350 
While oars and changing winds their aid ſupply : 
e K 3 Dies 
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Dire marks of rage are ſeen on either fide, 


And deep beneath them groans the trembling tide : 


S0 met the knights: with equal ſtrength impell'd 


The ſpears in thunder through each buckler-held 3 55 
Their dreadful courſe : each ſteed the ſhock confeſs'd, 
Firſt Brigliadoro, then Bayardo preſs'd 

The ſounding earth—again the ſtrife to dare, 

At once arole theſe thunderbolts of war, | 
Still prompt to ftrike, or ward the coming blow, 369 


Each ſees the valour of his gallant foe. 


5 Before his breaſt Orlando's buckler blaz d, 
: His better hand the fatal falchion rais'd. _ 


While, circling round, in vain Rinaldo tries 

With rapid ſtep, and with obſeryant eyes, 365 
To find ſome paſs expos d; the cautious knight 
Mocks all his hope — a maſter of the fight! 

No ſeint, no motion draws him from his guard, 


To ſhift his ſtation or neglect to ward. 


At length his breaſt expos'd Rinaldo leaves; 370 


is breaſt expos'd, the rival ſword receives: 


For while above Orlando's weapon flam'd, 
And ſeem'd at good Rinaldo's helmet aim'd, 
Deſcending ſudden, from his breaft it drew. 


Some drops that ing d W mail with purple hue. 375 
Blood 
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Blood dew'd his mail, but from his eye-balls game 


Wich rage unequall'd, ſtreams of livid flame! 
All caution now forgot, the ſteel he drove 


Orlando's head could ſcarce the blow ſuſtain, 380 
He bent his knees, and ſtagger'd round the plain; 


| But ſoon recover'd, and as ſenſe return 'd, 


With boiling rage his inmoſt boſom burn' . 


such Jove appears, when from his wrathful hand 7 7 
He darts through ſable clouds the forky brand. 385 


Rinaldo now prepar'd, as near him drew 


5 The fierce Orlando, terrible to view, : 
Behind his buckler crouch'd, to meet the blow 
. Impell'd with either hand by his tremendous foe. 
Thus, when the humid wind deep murmuring round, 
With rain unfriendly threats the fertile ground, 391 
The pilgrim, who beholds the lowering Kies, X 
Io ſhed or cot for welcome ſhelter flies. 
But, though with frantic haſte, the erring ſteel 
Turn'd in his graſp, and flat the weapon fell; 3 95 


The buckler, with the force, in pieces broke, 


His helm beneath receiv'd the cruel ſtroke; 
The creſt it rent, but ſafe the caſque enclos dg. 


The warrior's head, and further harm oppos'd. 
. K 4 DS. 
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So fierce a ſhock unable to ſuſtain, 400 


With both his knees Rinaldo preſs'd the plain: 3 
But ſoon great Amon s ſon recover'd ſtood, 

With rage redoubled, and with ſtrength renew d: 
His kinſman's ſhoulder felt the blade, whoſe force 
Through ſever'd plate and cuiraſs held its courſe, 405 

And iſſuing blood had dy'd his ſhining arms; 
But fate ſecur'd his life with potent chars. 5 
Like Cygnus or Achilles (names renown'd) 
Orlando's frame defy'd the threaten'd wound. 
Who now ſhall tell what direful ſtrokes they deals 410 
How each from each the weapon's fury felt ; 


What ſhatter'd mail and harneſs rent away, 
Around the plain in glittering fragments lay ? 
What ſkill or vigour either knight diſplay'd, 
Whoſe like in battle heaven had ne'er ſurvey'd; 415 : 
That heaven, which every mortal deed deſcries, by 
By beams of day, or night's unnumber'd eyes? 
The Chriſtian hoſt, the Pagan bands amaz d, 
1 awful ſilence on the combat gaz d; 
: While with himſelf imperial Pepin's ſon *, , 426 
Revolv'd what unknown knight ſuch praiſe had won. 


Francardo now, Mambrino he divin' d, 
And now Clarillo riſes to his mind. ; 


\ * CHARLES. 


Three 


Boos vi. RINALDO, 3 "3p 
Three knights, whoſe worth is Fame's eternal theme, 
| Beyond the ſeven-mouth'd Nile or great Euphrates 
| mem, „ . 5 
Meantime his cuiraſs-plates Rinaldo vie wd, 
And ſmarting breaſt with iſſuing gore bedew'd, 
But found with edge or point he vainly tryd 
To wound Orlando, who a wound defy'd. 
And now his thoughts ſuggeſt in cloſer fight 430 
To eſſay the proweſs of the rival knight : 8 
Hle hopes in wreſtling yet his foe to foil, 
Himſelf well nurtur'd | in the manly toil. 
Hlis aim Orlando views, nor ſhuns to meet 
The proffer'd conflict, fearleſs of defeat. 435 : 
And 10] the ſtruggling warriors cloſely join d.. 
With face to face, with arms and legs entwin d. 
His better foot Rinaldo now addreſsd 
Againſt Orlando's leſt, and now his breaſt 
With nervous vigour to his own he preſs d. 440] 
Orlando then, with ever dauntleſs heart, ; 
To ſtrength unequal'd adding matchleſs art, 
5 Around his neck in ſtrict embraces clung, 


And like Typhæus huge, a dreadful burthen . 
Impatient now, the fruitleſs ſtrife they view 3 44 5 
And briny ſtreams each weary limb bedew'd. 
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At length again the former fight they brav d, 
Now high, now low, their gleamy {words they way'd 
Their former fight renew'd, the plain around 

| Again return'd the daſhing armour's found ; 4509 
In air the ſtrokes re- echo'd long and loud, 55 
Like peals of thunder from a burſting cloud. 
But royal Charles, who view'd with wondering eyes 
Two champions thus contend for honour's prize, h 
Forbade all further ſtrife — Enough i in fight of 
He deem'd the proweſs ſhewn by either knight. : 
| Himfelf had every vengeful thought ſuppreſt, 
Which late the ſtranger kindled in his breaſt, 
And own'd the ſovereign force of honour” s Charms, 
Ol virtue, prov d in deeds of glorious arms. 460 
Though rare it ſeems in human power to quell 
Th impaſſion'd ſtarts that in the ſoul rebel, 
The wiſe, on cool reflection, ſtill reſtrain 
| Each wild exceſs with reaſon's curbing rein: 
And oft it proves, where love of virtue dwells 4565 
In generous minds and evil thence expels, 
By flow degrees i it quenches all deſire _ 
Of fell revenge, till hate and rage expire. | 
For nobfe ſpirits, of congenial kind, | 
Whom friendly links of ſocial union bind, 470 
. EE if 
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If &er perchance, awhile the tye they looſe, 


Soon ſtronger love the gentle band renewg, 


The prudent king, his anger chang'd to love, 


Between the noble knights his courſer drove: 
| S0 ſeems ſome barrier rais'd amidſt the meads, 1 
To part the rage of two ungovern'd ſteeds. 

He with a look thoſe haughty chiefs reſtrain” d, 

A look where more than mortal greatneſs reign d. 
Then thus in poking ſpeech their ears addreſs'd, 
And calm d the rage in either rival Brea. 480 


Ah! ! ceaſe in ſuch a quarrel to purſue 


. Your mutual peril—yrath and hate ſubdue ; 

And fince each knight has made in combat known, 

lis ſkill and force, to either arm y ſhown, 
Now ſhow how each, at reaſon's powerful ſway 48 * 
Himſelf can conquer and her lavys obey. 


Tour virtues prov'd, attend a mionarch's prayer 


Let others now the field of glory ſhare. 
Embrace, my ſons ! and let me hope to find 


All diſcord chac'd from either £zenerous mind. 490 


. And thou, O valiant ſtranger ! now unfold, 
(Whoſe hand is mighty as thy heart is bold) 


Thy name and lineage — ſo my lips may tell 


A knight whoſe worth and deeds all praiſe excel. 
Rinaldo 


IId n. 


Rinaldo then O! king, my humble ſtate 498 


But little claims attention from the great, 

And leaſt from thee— nor can I, void of ſhame, 8 

In arms unknown, reveal my worthleſs name, 
” For what thou further bid'ſt, whate'er betall, 


| I ſtand prepar'd to obey thy will in all; OY: 


And here the laurel and the palm of fight 

I gladly yield to yon unconquer'd knight. 
He ſaid; and reverent low his head inclin'd 
To kiſs his kinſman's hand, whoſe noble mind 


Forbade this homage, but with courteous grace 5 A X 


Conterr'd the welcome of a friend's embrace : TO 

Him glorious victor of the field he nam 'd, 
And to the ſkies his valour $ praiſe proclaim'd 2 
Then, at his word, a ſuit of arms was brought, 


Compact of ſcale, with art and labour wrought, 510 | 


Of adamantine temper, prov'd in fight, 
His trophy conquer'd from a Mooriſh knight, 
The azure ſurcoat, ſplendid to behold, 
With filver rich, and rich with labour'd gold. 


155 T heſe arms he gave the youth; for well he viewd 51 4 


Rinaldo s arms in battle pierc'd and hew'd. 
Nor by his kinſman would the noble fon 
Of Amon reſt in courteous deeds outdone ; 


5 


But 


Bo 
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It bade his ſquire produce a lion's hid, 


he tawny hairs with white diverſify'd ; 5620 
A native once of Afric's ſavage land, 

The preſent of a gentle baron's hand: 

Ponderous the ſpoils ! with head and griſly jaws, 

With yellow curling mane and golden paws. 


This gift Rinaldo deſtin'd to requits - 52 5 


The generous courteſy of Brava's knight *. 
Meantime the ſtern Maganzan Gryphon ſtay d, 
And rav'd impatient for the jouſt delay'd. 


The haughty warrior from his ſteed on gh 
With warlike port attracted every eye. WE By 


Such was his pride, he deem'd the prize from all, 
For deeds of valour, on himſelf muſt fall. 
With him had nearly now Rinaldo clos'd, 

But here the young Florindo interpos'd. 


Already had he wrought (the youth declar'd) 539 


) 
Such deeds as each with wonder ſhould regard; 


5 Behov'd him now, all bleeding from the fray, 
— heal his wounds, and yield the glorious day 


To him, who ne'er had earn'd a warrior 8 name, 


A calm ſpectator of the deeds of fame. 540 


Behold, O Gryphon ! he whoſe force ſhall make 
Thy lofty ſoul her empty pride forſake ! 
* ORLANDO. 
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Thou, that didſt ſcorn Orlando's arm to fear, 
Now fall'ſt (O ſhame !) beneath a en 8 ſpear, 


Fg then Avino laid in duſt ; = 545 

And Anſuigi vanquiſh d in the joult; 
Alike his arm with Dionyſius dealt; . 

His force Avorio and Anſelmo felt: 

The Scot Salmones, Engliſh Albert found; 

Viſtanio, ſent from Paris, preſs'd the ground. $50 

With theſe he hurl'd to earth a numerous train, 

And reap'd full harveſt of the martial plain, 

95 Rinaldo, with expanding heart, ſurvey” 4 
The noble deeds his brave compeer diſplay'd. 
At length, the jouſts complete, the day expir'd, 55 q 

And Charles, attended, to his tent retir'd ; 


But ere he parted, ſought awhile to ſtay 


The two brave warriors from their pur pos d way; ; 
And urg d again Rinaldo to reveal 
His name and country, nor his ſtate conceal; 560 
But urg'd in vain and hence the monarch ceas'd 
From more entreaty; and the knights releas'd 
With fair accord - when theſe in haſte withdrew, 


Through other lands adventures to purſue. 


END OF THE SIXTH | BOOK, 
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Rinaldo and Floriado PEN from the Chriſtian camp, and 


hear the lamentation of Hugo's father for the death of his 
, fon killed by Rinaldo. The two knights arrive in the 


mournful wood, where they find a company of. knights 


- weeping over the tomb of a dead lady. Rinaldo engages the 
knight of the tomb, and deſtroys the enchantment. Story 


of the knight of the tomb. Rinaldo and his friend after- 


_ wards arrive at the Palace of CourxTEsYy, on Mount Pauſi- 
lippo. The place 0. Their IRON 
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* E warlike pair forſake the tented plain, 


Where no freſh Ou to e their deeds 


5 remain, 6 
Since in their forts the Mooriſh ſquadrons lie, 
Nor iſſue forth the chance of arms to try. 


The knights their way to new adventures take, 5 


To encounter future toils for honour's fake ; 

That honour warm in every noble breaſt, 

The foe of ſloth and unperforming veſt. 
Meantime they ſ from kindled torches ſtream 


+ Acroſs the fields full many a friendly beam; 10 


That through the gloom of all-concealing night, i 

Reſtores each object to the doubtful ſight. 

And liſtening now, the deep complaints they hear 

Of ſorrow breaking on the troubled ear: 
„„ „ 
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Loud and more loud the plaintive accents grew, 1 5 
Till nearer now the lights approaching drew: e 
With theſe a man low bent with weight of years, 
Such as the cloſing ſtage of life appears: 
His limbs array'd in mourning's able veſt, TD 
With heart- felt anguiſh on his looks impreſt. 20 
| He ſigh'd, he wept, he beat in wild deſpFr = 
His cheeks, and breaſt, and rent his hoary hair. 
Lo! this the ſire of gallant Hugo ſlain, 
7 he ſire, who mingling with the martial train, > 


Through care paternal with his offspring came; 25 


ü Too old himſelf to fight in fields of fame. 
With ſtars averſe, with ill-preſaging ſkies, 
He came, alas! to ſee with woeful eyes, 
The fatal chance; from ſuch a ſight to prove 
The deepeſt anguiſn of a father's love. I 30 
Scon as the pale, the headleſs corſe he view'd, 
In iſſuing ſtreams of crimſon gore imbru'd, 
He fell, and falling on his Hugo's breaſt, 
The body in his wild embraces preſs d; 
Then to the wound his reverend face apply . 
T he wound ſtill gaping in his bleeding ſide : oy 
7 So lay the wretched ſire, his ſenſes fled, 
Himſelf half ſenſeleſs o'er the ſenſeleſs dead. 1 
| But 
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But when his ſpirit to its home return'd, 
Again he wept, with ſighs his boſom burn'd, 40 
Till from his trembling lips theſe accents a 
And thus in agony of ſoul he ſpoke. 
| O ſon belov'd ! O ſon, my ſole delight ! 

My only offspring, flavghter'd 1 in my Goh ! | 


There lieſt thou Nain—and, ah! heart-rending chought! 
For ſuch a cauſe to death untimely brought! 46 


O! fatal end of unavailing prayer 
O! fruitleſs hopes! O yows diſpers'd in air! 


i Why muſt I, ruthleſs powers! ſuch grief ſuſtain ! 
Ahl! why of 3 and heaven's decrees complain? 50 
Yet thou, who gave him birth, in death art bleſt, 5 
Thou, deareſt conſort! ſleep'ſt in peaceful reſt; 
While I, unhappy, but prolong my date, 
To drain the laſt and bitter dregs of fate! 
Ah! where is now the viſage lopt away 1 5: OE 
From that dear trunk ?—perchance a ftranger's prey! 
No more that face a father's eyes ſhall bleſs! 
No more a father's kiſs that lip ſhall preſs! _ 
He ſaid, and ſearching round, with heedful view 
Ia blocd and duſt the ſully'd features knew : 60 
: Eager he ran, his frantic hands he ſpread, 


Unlac'd the helm, and Kkiſs'd the ghaſtly head, 
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Then bath'd it with his tears —heart- breaking fight 1 
An object dire of horror and affright ! 


Fix d on the head he bent his earneſt look; 65 
This in his pious trembling hands he took; _ 
Tn to his lip from time to time he drew, 


Nor ſhrunk with terror from the dreadful view; 

How ſtrong paternal love I- at length renew'd, 

He thus, with ſobs increas'd, his plaints purſu'd, 70 
Ah! where is now that eye's dear luſtre fled ? 

The grace ſo lately o'er thoſe features ſpread | = 

Theſe cheeks no more their bloomy colour boaſt, 
The lively ruby of his lip is loſt ! 

Is that the face (with ſqualid gore imbru'd) | - 5 

The face which once with fond delight I view 4 ? 

The more my bleſſing then, the deeper now = 

1 feel my forrows— funk from joy to woe ! * 

Ah! take the laſt fad rites to grace thy ſhade, 

The rites more fitly to a father paid. 06 

With theſe unhappy hands thy eyes I cloſe, 

Farewell !—for ever now in peace repoſe. 

By me if unreveng'd my Hugo lies, 5 


5 Know Heaven ſuch ſolace to my age denies; 


That Heaven which now, with time's all- waſting courſe 
Has drain d my \wither'd limbs of youthful force. 86 
s | Touch 'q 
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Touch'd with the ſufferers fre, Rinaldo fel 
His generous breaſt with tender pity melt : 
| Fain would he yield his pangs ſome kind relief, 


hy nature prompt to ſympathize with grief: go 


But well he knew his ſpeeches muſt impart 

Not balm, but anguiſh to a father's heart: 

Then filent from the mournful ſcene he goes 

Lamenting thus another's cureleſs woes. | 

5 And now in ruſtic ſheds the warriors chooſe 95 

A ſhelter from the night and lunar dews. 

But ſoon as morn revives her purple fires, 

And baniſh'd darkneſs to her cave retires, 

By ways untrod they paſs, obſcure and rude, 

And reach at length a folitary wood 100 

Where glooms, abhorrent of the cheerful day, 

Exclude the light of Phœbus' friendly ray. 

Here, ſlowly winding from its neighbouring ſource, 

A turbid river rolls with noiſeleſs courſe, 
The bottom hid from ſight: beneath the tide 105 
No fiſhes breed, no gentle nymphs reſide. „ 
The waters thence an ample circuit make, 

And ſtand collected in a ſpacious lake, 

Around whoſe margin yews and brambles grow, 

But no fair trees that grateful ſhade beſtow, | 0 10 
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In vain i around him gaz'd each, gentle knight, 

Where not an object glads his penſiye ſight: 

No charms had Nature there all, all impreſs 
Unwonted ſadneſs on the ſtranger's breaſt, 


The ſky was ever thick, with clouds obſcur d, Th, 


The air for ever putrid togs endur” d; 
Deform'd the plants, the river foul wich frains, - 
Nor herbs, nor flowers enrich the barren plains. 


The youths proceeding, as they nearer drew, 


A ſtately ſepulchre attracts their view, "0 


And round the ſtructure many warriors ſtand 

With looks of anguiſh, a deſpairing band T 

Each ſeems with pangs of thrilling grief oppreſt, 
They rend their locks, they beat their manly breaſt; 

They vent their ſorrows in unwonted cries, | 125 

While to their plaints the ſounding wood replies. 
The ſepulchre, compos'd of living ſtone, 

Reſplendent as the poliſh'd mirror ſhone ; 

Tranſparent as the cryſtal ſtream, that ſhows 


Whate'er the banks within its bed encloſe, 130 


That both the warriors, gazing on the tomb, 
Could pierce the ſecrets of its inmoſt womb; 
In which, enſhrin'd (O wondrous to declare 9 


4 dame they ſaw, of features heavenly fair; 134 


5 . 'F hough 
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Though dead, yet even in death, her beauteous frame 

Could heaven and earth with kindling love inflame. 

In her white breaſt a dart impurpled ſtood, 

And at her back appear'd the pointed wood. 

Like fleecy ſnow was ſeen her viſage pale, 

Like ſnow juſt dropt from Juno' s frozen veil. 146 

Her eyes were clos'd, yet clos'd love ſtill reveal'd 

Thoſe treaſur'd ſweets no envious lids conceal'd, 
While either champion, in a thoughtful mood, 

With looks intent the lifeleſs damſel view'd, 


Lo! from the warriors one, whoſe aſpect ſhow'd n 45 


More deep diſtreſs, whoſe tears more conſtant flow d, 
Suppreſs'd his iſſuing plaints, but when he ceas d 
From outward plaint, his inward grief increas'd : 


His helmet he regain'd, his courſer preſs'd, 


And in theſe words the martial friends addreſs'd. 1 50 


Le knights ! prepare irom yon ill-omen'd lake, 
Theſe waters form, a potent draught to take; 
The virtue ſuch, that he whole lip receives 
The ſpelful ſtream, with ſudden anguiſh grieves; 


T henceforth for ever fix'd his hapleſs doom, 15 $ 


I'S mourn the dame that fleeps in yonder tomb. 
No more delay — the fatal beverage try, 
Or make th' election by this hand to die. 
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Rinaldo, ſmiling as in ſcorn, reply d: 


Then, warrior, let the chance of arms decide. 160 


Since enmity and ſtrife thy ſoul requires, 
Thou mect ſt a man to anſwer thy deſires, 
If by thy hand Heaven dooms me to be ſlain, 


| Now take my life as Heaven's decrees ordain. . 164, 


W hile thus he ſpoke, both fearleſs wheel'd the ſteed, 


And fearleſs met with courage, ftrength, and ſpeed, 
One at the breaſt, one at the helmet aim 'd, 

And either thruſt the champion' s ſkill proclaim! d. 
Rinaldo fell before the forceful ſtroke, 1 85 
The weapon's fury on his head- piece broke: 1 79 
But he, with deadlier might his lance addreſs'd, : 

And pierc'd the rival warrior 8 heaving breaſt. 
Wich wrath and conſcious ſhame Rinaldo glows, h 


And, ſoon recovering, from the plain he roſe, 


Ficrce for revenge — but when along the ground 175 


He ſaw the foe i in ſtreams of crimſon drown'd, 

All hoſtile rage his generous heart for ſook, 
And pity there her gentler dwelling took. 

le ran and loos'd the helmet from his head, 


T o call back life that ſcem'd for ever fled: 180 


| Soon as his face receiv*d the freſhening br eere, 


The wounded knight reviv'd by flow degrees; 


5 x He 
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He rais'd his eyes, a mournful ſigh he heav d: 


Rinaldo, though with mild compaſſion griev'd, 


Yet queſtion'd wherefore (not exempt from blame) 


| His mind devis'd this challenge ſtrange to frame. 186 : 


| He chen — My lips ſincerely ſhall diſcloſe 
The cauſe from which this cuſtom firſt aroſe, 


If death permit, whoſe unrelenting gloom 


| Enfolds me round, and ſcals my ſpeedy doom.. 190 


Should ſuch a law to thee unjuſt appear, 
Condemn that deſtiny, whoſe lot ſevere 
Fair knighthood's love compell'd me to forego, 


And ſeek my comfort from another's woe. 


In prime of life by fate's decree, I found 195 


(in fate for me) my early wiſhes crown d. 
wood and won to wife a peerleſs maid, 
Whom now thou ſceſt in yonder marble laid. 


A knight was I for proweſs far eſteem'd, 


A virgin ſhe above her ſex was deem'd T7 "a 


Of more than human charms—her heavenly face 
Might bend to love the moſt obdurate race. 
No ſuitors yet her gentle heart impreſs'd 


Save I alone all her thoughts poſſeſs'd, 


And while full many a yielding maid and dame 2059 


Stood prompt with me to feel the rapturous flame, 


Her 
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Her charms alone my conſtant faith employ, 

80 glide my hours and days in peace and balmy joy! 
But ah! from black Tartarean ſhades below, 
T here came, to change at once my bliſs to woe, 210 


That impious peſt, who thro' the world deſtroys 


The hope of love and poiſons all his joys: 


Dire Jealouſy, with falſe deſtructive tales 
My wife, wy deareſt Clytia's breaft afſails, 
Oſt was I wont alone, in ſylvan ſport, I | 


Amidſt theſe woods and coverts to reſort ; 


And when the ſun ſhot forth his warmeſt ray, 
To ſeek for ſhelter from th oppreſſive day; 
5 Here, i in this grove with nature's. gifts array d, 
With every charm chat decks the flowery ſhade, 220 
Not ſuch as now—when lazy horror reigns 
And chills with ſadneſs all the curdling veins. 
In this retreat (for beauty then admir d) 
The nymph Hermilla oft with me retir'd. 
The diſtaff, loom, and needle's art diſclaimd, 2 - 


She bent the bow, the dart and arrows aim'd ; 


And while ſhe glow's to mix in Cynthia's train, 


Diſown'd the goddeſs of th' Athenian fane. 
Fair was Hermilla's form, her features fur, 


Ah! cruel form that wrought my ſoul's deſpair! 230 


9 here 
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Book VIII. 
There were who Clytis's hapleſs ear abus'd, 
And my unchanging heart of change accus'd ; 

That cruel I, for all her love difplay'd, 

With baſe return ſuch conſtant faith W d; 
That oft, for ſhelter from the burning heat, 235 
With me Hermilla ſhar'd this cool retreat. 
But Clytia ere her lips my crime reprove, 
Reſoly' d to witneſs firſt my breach of love. 
The place ſhe ſought, and at my wonted "Fo 
Remain'd i in covert of the thickeſt bower. 240 
I came, with moiſture dew'd, with toil oppreſt 
And woo'd, reclin'd on earth, refreſhing reſt. 

Not diftant far, beſide the dimpled lake, 

heard a ruſtling in the leafy brake; _ 

Then (hapleſs wretch) my fatal dart I 1 245 
(I deem'd ſome ſylvan game conceal'd from view) 
Swift flew the dart with unreſiſted force, 
And held through twiſted boughs its certain courſe ; 3 
Then deep in Clytia's breaſt a paſſage found, 

And, wounding her, gave me a mortal wound. 250 
Ah! me, ſhe fell beneath the deadly ſtroke, 
When from her lips a cry of anguiſh broke 
In feeble notes that child my ſtartled breaſt, 
Though the poor ſufferer food not yet confeſt. 
Struck 
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Struck with the ſound I flew, and dreadful viewd 255 
(A fightin memory ever {till renew'd) 

My lovely bride, as fainting pale ſhe lay, 
And pour'd in ſanguine ſtreams her life away : 
With frantic haſte my arms around her twin d, 
Cloſe to her pallid lips my lips I join'd ; -  800- 


And ſtrove the purple current to reſtrain, 


At leaft awhile her fleeting ſoul detain, 


And ere ſhe breath'd her laſt this comfort prove, 


To exchange a few ſad words of parting love. 
2" Ms length ſhe half unſeal d her heavy , 263 
She ſaw my tears, ſhe heard my mournful cries, 18 
; She wept, ſhe ſigh'd, while ſcarce my trembling ear 
In broken accents ſeem'd her voice to hear. 
0 ever dear! O beſt belov' d (I cry“ d) 
What envious fortune tears thee from my fide | ? 270 
Forſake not thus thy boſom's faithful lord, 
Curſt in thy death and by himſelf abhorr'd! - 
At leaſt behold what vengeance for thy ſake 


This hand, in juſtice, on myſelf ſhall take: 


Here turn thy eyes this laſt this mournful time, 275 


Nor puniſh thus a wretched huſband's crime. 


I faid: on me ſhe fix'd a tender look, 


That pterc'd my inmoſt ſou), when thus ſhe ſpoke. 
Fo „ 7 O! deareſt 
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97 deareſt conſort! ſince malignant fate 85 
Forbids our union here a longer date, | 280 
If pity yet for Clytia warm thy breaſt, 

Refuſe not now to indulge my ſole requeſt; 

So when I tread the lonely Stygian coaſt, 

This thought may ſooth my melancholy ghoſt, 
That the, Hermilla, cauſe of all my woe, 235 


Shall ne'er with thee the rites of Hymen know— 
Grant this—O ! dear by every tender band 
She ſaid, and firerching forth her chilly hand, 


Embrac'd my neck, then clog d her ſwimming ſight, 


Ah! never, never more to view the light! 290 


I then My beſt belov'd, life's deareſt part! | 


What doubts have touch'd thy fond miſguided heart? 


Ah me! what cauſeleſi fear, what light ſurmiſe 
Diſſolves the knot of love's moſt ſacred ties? 2 


Ah me |! one luckleſs hour of raſh belief 295 


Condemns my future days to endleſs grief 
O wretched man whoſe too, too changing ſtate 
Subjected lies to every frown of fate 

Thus I my words when dying Clytia heard, 
A ray of; joy her mournſul teatures cheer” d, 300 
As if her ſpirit bleſt its near releaſe, 


To leave its earthly pains for heavenly Peace. 
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Wild with my loſs, I ſtood prepar'd to ſhed 

My life, now hateful for my Clytia dead, 

But that I deem'd my blood alone would prove 305 
Too light atonement-for offended love.” 
I willd thoſe pangs, which every wretch muſt know 

Who lives ſelf. tortur'd, to himſelf a foe, | 

Who loaths the ſun in heaven's ethereal vault, i 
Should be the laſting penance for my Rut. Ji 
And that my ſoul might never know relief, 5 
For ever near the object of 1 its grief, 

1 caus'd a ſage, in arts of magic ſkill'd, 

Of clear pellucid ſtone yon tomb to build, 

That holds the once dear partner of my heart, ns 

Still! in her breaſt infix' d the fatal dart: ; 

Though dead, by ſpells preſery” din beauty” $ prime, 
Unchang'd by ſeaſons, undecay d by time. 

But ill theſe ſcenes, where peace and joy combin d, 
Beſeem'd the anguiſh of a wounded nl!!! 320 
Hence, at my prayer, the ſage conſenting, fll'd 

Theſe ſhades with gloom that every boſom chill'd, 
Congenial glooms—nor here an object brought 
Io abſtract from preſent grief the brooding thought. 

Such was th' enchanter's power, his words had force 
To ſhake the earth, and trouble Phoebus' courſe. 326 
Ne 5 And 
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And more - to find in my diſaſtrous ſtate, 
Friends of my woes and partners in my fate; 


That Clytia's death might ever be deplor d 


With rites befitting her my ſoul ador d; 330 


1 will'd him here his further arts to frame, 
And charm the ſtreams, that each who hither came 
To quench his thirſt, might nouriſh in his Dr caſt 


Strange g oriefs for her that lies in ſilent reſt; 


So ſhould he here reſide j in fix'd deſpair, 335 7 


And join with me to mourn the hapleſs fair; 

As now thou ſee'ſt, where wrapt in ſorrow's gloom 
With eyes intent they gaze on yonder tomb. 
. Hither I came, prepar'd, by night, by day, 

In this abode to wear my life away: 340 
And every warrior here, by fortune brought, 
This arm compell'd to taſte the fatal draught: 
But know, with my unhappy being ends 


The magic influence which the ſtream attends; 


And each, who now bewails my Clytia's fate, 345 


. Returns that inſtant to his former ſtate. 

He ſaid, and fainting at th' approach of death 
Scarce ſpoke the latter words with faultering breath, 
When ſoon his ſpirit freed, diſſolv'd in air, 

And ſoar'd aloft to join his kindred ſtar. 350 
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The warrior dead, the reſt who lately kept 
Their vigils fad, and round the damſel wept ; 
Their cauſe of grief forgot, no longer mourn d, 


But peace and calm to every mind return'd : 


Each look'd on each, and long in dubious thought 3 5 8 


Revoly'd the wondrous change fo ſwiftly wrought. 
Rinaldo, ſorrowing for th' unhappy knight, 

So late expir'd before his pitying fight ; 

Yet joyful for the new-deliver'd train 


; of knights releas'd from magic 1 dreadful chain, 360 


TO them, with friendly mien, his ſpeech addreſs'd 
And clear'd the doubts that roſe in every breaſt : 
The tale diſclos'd, to him they grate ful bow” d, 


To him their lives in future ſervice vow'd. 


The warriors ſoon behold, with wondering g eyes, 55 * 


Abeve the plain a ſecond tomb ariſe, 


And fud: den, plac'd beſide the former ſtand, 


The work ſtupendous of ſome viewleſs hand; 


And more they marvell'd, as they now ſurvey d 


Within the tomb the laughter d champion laid ; 370 


And read conſpicuous on the poliſh* d ſtone 
In letters grav'd the ſad event made known ; ; 
| There trac'd, to every ſtranger to relate 
Each lover's paſſion, and their hapleſs fate. 
. = Now 


; 
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No- all the warriors from the made Wache 37 ; 
By different ways their fortune to purſue, 

Fair greeting firſt exchang'd with courteous ſhow, 
As knights are wont at parting to beſtow. 

With Amon's mighty ſon * remain'd behind 
Florindo ſole, in bonds of friendſhip j join'd. = 80 
As urg'd by inſtinct ſage, the hound purſues | 
The various game, and winds the rainted dews, 


Hunts every buſh, each dell, and thorny brake, 


And lurking caves where beaſts their covert make, 


So ſmit with generous love cf honour's name, 385 


Each knight adventures ſecks and deeds of fame. 
The third ſucceeding day, what time the fun 
From eaſt to weſt had half his journey run, a 


They ſee the Tyrrhene ocean's ; placid wave 


The pleaſant ſhore with ſilent motion lave, : 390 
And round them ſtrerch? d th' enamell'd mead they 


view, 
That mild with flowers of every dazzling hue : 
Their hues as various as the nameleſs charms 


That grace the maid whoſe love my boſom warms. 


That blooming g youth }, whom once in lucklefs hour 39 5 


The diſcus ſlew, here ſprings a fragrant flower; 
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And he * , who ſelf- deceiv d, for grief expir'd, 
Inſenſate, with his own perfections fir d; 


And he f, whoſe manly graces once could move 
Thee, beauteous Goddeſs, ever prone to love ; 3 400 


Compel thee Mars, and Vulcan to forego, L 


And quit thy heaven to range the woods below, 
Acanthus, nardus, here their odours ſhed; 


Their leaves the crocus and the lily ſpread; 


VV ith plants, a and flowers, and ſhrubs, that Nature 8 


hand fF 404 


Ne'er gave to enrich another favour'd had. 
M.idſt theſe, in gentle murmurs to the main, 
A cryſtal river rolls his ſerpent train; 
His beauteous horn with coral fill'd and gold; 
Not Tethys' realms more ſplendid treaſures hold: 410 
Nor oaks, nor elms, nor beeches here are ſeen : 
hut myrtles fair, and laurels ever green, 


With nameleſs trees, their leafy arms extend, 


And from meridian heat the foil defend. 


There lovely birds the heart to rapture move, 415 
The heart that ne'er could tender paſſions prove; 


And while from branch to branch they ſportive ys | 


In notes melodious to their mates reply. 
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The warriors gaz'd with wonder and delight, 
While fancy painted to their mental fight 420 

Such Eden was, that once our parents held, 

Where Adam with his Eve, bis conſort dwel'd. 

And now they heard a horn reſounding far, 


That ſtruck with pleaſing notes the trembling air; 


And ſoon in view two courtly damſels came, 425 


Of fair demeanor and of beauteous frame: 

This, round her head her wavy locks entwin'd 
In twiſted braids, with pleaſing ſkill confin'd : 
Ofer theſe a net of labour'd work was roll'd, 


The knots adorn'd with pearl and fineſt gold. 0" 


That, 0 er her ſhoulders, with a careleſs air, : 
In art neglected left her flowing hair, 

Which now the ſoftly fanning breeze unfurl'd, 
Now blew aſide, now rais'd, or fondly curd. 


That, on her limbs A filken purple wore, 436 


With golden lilies rich embroider'd o'er : 
This, round her beauteous form a veſture drew 
Inſtarr'd with gems, and of the laurels hue. 


White was the palfrey either damſel rode, 


And to their feet the ſilver trappings low'd; 449 


And all their {quires with like device and veſt, | 
The guiſe and colours of their dames expreſs'd, 
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Soon as they join'd the knights, each gentle maid 
To each brave knight a lowly reverence pad. 
| T hen alk” d a friendly boon ; and to comply 445 
With what they wiſh'd, no warrior could han, 


Rinaldo then And who, fo fair addreſt, 
Would ſpurn, how hard foe'er, your joint requeſt ? = 


Lis yours, O dames! to ſpeak your ſovereign will, 


And ours, with prompt obedience to fulfil. 450 „ 


10 him they thus return'd— The boon attend, 
And let your g glad conſent our ſuit befriend. 
Vouchſafe this day to grace our friendly ſeat, 

W here yonder palace yields a near retreat: 


Lo! on that hill oppos'd the ſtructure ſtands, 455 
And wide around the ſubject plain commands. Se 

This ſald ; they turn'd, the noble knights to guide, 
Who now in pleaſing converſe, ſide by ſide, 5 


On theſe fair dames all praiſe and thanks beſtow'd ; 
1 theſe fair dames all praiſe and thanks they ow'd. 
The Knights and dames the neareſt path purſu d 461 


Tin riſing ncar, che beauteous hill they view'd, 


Whoſe verdurous fides perpetual charms diſcloſe, 
Beneath whoſe foot the Tyrrhene ocean flows: 


This Pauſilippo nam'd—here Nature breeds 


465 
All wondrous works, and even herſelf exceeds. 


ng „ 


en eie e ©: 165 


In laſting bloom here Chloris ever dwells, 


Pomona here her richeſt ſtore excells : 


The Graces here in dance eternal ſtand, 
And Love and Venus join the frolick band : 10 
Forſaking Cydnus, once their dear retreat, ü 
In theſe ſweet groves they fix their happier ſeat. 
The hill's proud ſummit gain'd, once more they hear 
The horn' 8 ſhrill notes reſounding 1 in the ear: 
5 The bridge i is lower'd ; attending dames that wait t 47 5 
The fignal, iſſue from the palace gate. 
Their limbs were lovely, lovely every face, 
Their veſtments faſhion'd with becoming grace. 
Courteous their mien ; but from each feature beam 4 
Such modeſt charms as virgins beſt beſcem' d. 480 : 
Then one, that o'er the reſt the ſceptre ſway” d, ; 
Whoſe high beheſts the obſequious train obey , 
Receiv'd the warriors with a ſmiling look, 
And each by turns, in accents mild, beſpoke. 
Their hands ſhe ſeiz'd and through the lofty gate 48 5 
Convey'd to ſumptuous rooms of regal ſtate, 
With coſt and labour fram'd, whoſe meaneſt part 
| Eclips'd the nobleſt works of mortal art. 
And now they reach'd the winding ſtairs chat ſhone 
With poliſh'd white of alabaſter ſtone z . 490 
e M 3 ©... Aa 
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And gain'd a ſpacious hall from which they view'd 


The plain, the mead, the ſhore, and Tyrrhene flood. 


The ſenſe refreſh'd here every breeze inhales ; 
Where dawns the day, and where its ſplendor fails ; 


Where blows the north, and where on tepid wings 495 


From warmer climes the ſouth his tribute brings. 
Full in the midſt a ſtately altar rajs'd, 
With gold and gems in mingled luſtre bz d 


A picture here, whoſe vivid colours glow'd 


With matclileſs {kill, a female likeneſs ſhow'd, goo 


| Whoſe more than human charms the ſoul ſurpriſe, 
Benignant looks, ſweet ſmiles, and piercing eyes: 
Her open hands ſeem'd ready to relieve 


The wants of each, and ever prone to give : 3 


Acroſs her breaſt a figur d ſcroll was ed. 505; 


On which in letter'd gold theſe words were read: 
«2Midfit all the virtues moſt rever'd on earth, 

Daughters of heaven, I boaſt celeſtial birth; 

And none but he, whoſe keart 1 deign to fill, 

Shall &er aſcend true Honour's ſacred hill. ” 510 

Around were hung, in each conſpicuous part, 5 
Unnumber' a ſemblances of living aft; - 

Ol either ſex, of various features ſeen, 


Of different habits, and of different mien. 


2 Apelles' 


ne 


Apelles' pencil ſcarce of old diſplay'd, e 


Nor Salviati ſince ſuch forms portray'd ; 

That Salviati, who with tints can ſhame 

Fair Nature's works, and kindle Envy's flame. 
When now, with ſteadfaſt gaze, each gentle knight 


On theſe awhile had fed his eager fight, 540 


And round the hall, with like amaze, beheld 
The countleſs wealth that every wealth excell'd; 
5 They aſk'd the dame who rul'd this courtly place, 
What pencill'd virgin, with tranſcending grace, 
Adorn'd the dome; and what the names of thoſe 52 5 
| Whoſe likeneſs round each painted wonder ſuows. 
Of her they next enquir'd, of all the train 
Of gentle damſels that with her remain; 
And how ſuch females, bright! in blooming charms, 


There liv'd ſecure from danger and alarms? 530 


80 queſtion'd they. Some fitter time ſhall ow 
(Replied the dame) what now ye ſeek to know. 
Then to an inner room the knights ſhe led, 

Where choiceſt cates the ſumptuous banquet ſpread. 
And now a ready troop of damſels fair, 535 
| Miniftrant ſtood to attend the warlike pair. 
One from the cuiraſs- plates the breaſt reliey'd, 

And one the dagger and the ſword receiv'd. 
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Some laid the bracelet, ſhield, and helm aſide, 

This loos'd the greaves, and that the ſpurs unty'd. $49 
Some on their hands, from golden vaſes ſtor” d 8 
For plentecus uſe, the fragrant liquors pour'd, 
Twice ten fair damſels with the Warriors ſhar d 
The genial banquet, which before prepar d, 
As many damſels in profuſion placd, 545 
With every viand that allures the taſte. 5 5 
As many Bacchus generous juice ſupply'd, 
And mix'd with limpid ſtreams the ſparkling tide ; ; 
While with ſoft muſic s melting ſtraing combin'd, 

As many more their warbling voices join'd. --$60_ 
And now the ſocial rites to nature paid, 
Their hunger ſated, and their thirſt allay'd ; 

When from the board the ſnow-white linen roll'd, 
Diſclos'd the carpet wrought with flowers of Mt 
The dame in Ration rais'd above the reſt, 55 55 | 
Turn'd to the ſtranger- lords, and thus addreſs'd 
With gracious anſwer to their late requeſt, 
In Naples, ſeated by the neighbouring main, 
A noble dame once held the ſovereign reign, 
A noble dame, for every virtue fam d, 560 
But chief o'er all for courteſy proclaim'd, 
She, warm with generous zeal, to extend her praiſe 
: By ſome great work to far-ſucceeding days, | 
: With 


"Set eee 7 
With force of potent ſpells (that age beheld, 

N Her power in magic ſpells by none excell'd) 5b 
To CovnrTzsy, her virtue moſt rever'd, | 

On this fair hill the ſtately fabric rear d; 

5 Her! image o'er the ſacred altar plac'd, 

T hence ne'er by hands remov'd, nor time defae'd + 

In lively tablets drawn ſhe hung around 570 


T he forms of all, thro' every region found, 


In preſent, paſt, or future times renown d, 

The heaps of wealth ſhe treaſur'd here, decreed 

By her bequeſt for every generous deed, 

No time can waſte—though years on years the ſun. „ 

IIis courſe through Cancer and through Taurus run. 
None & e'er like her atchiev d ſuch laſting fame; 4 

No king with her can equal riches claim : 

And at her death ſhe will'd this wealth and place 

Should ſtill be govern'd by the female race; 380 

By damſels, who, of noble parents born, e 
In happy Italy, the world adorn; 

Who, by her laws, not only muſt afford 

To friend or ſtranger hoſpitable board, | 
And ſheltering roof; but ſearch around to make 535 

Each knight and dame with them refection take. 

For this ſhe bade, that from their gentle band 

Two dames ſhould traverſe o'er the flowery ſtrand, 

And 
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From all who ſought by courteous deeds renown, 
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And kindly there each paſſing ſtranger greet, 
And urge the willing gueſt to this retreat. 590 
But leſt the fair ſhould find their virgin fame 

Expos'd to rude attack of lawleſs flame, 
With wondrous force her ſpell the hill defends, | 
And twice three miles around the charm extends, 


| Whoever dares (by ruffian paſſions ſway a 599 


To touch with hands impure the bluſhing maid, 


Sudden his frame conſumes with hidden fires, | 
Till, rack'd with mortal pangs, the wretch expires. | 
But as the ſpell defends with certain power 
The maid who prizes virtue $ deathleſs flower, 600 


So ſhe, who once forgets her better fame, 


Shall, baniſh'd hence, be here no more a name. 


As lifeleſs limbs are driven from forth the deep, 
As ſhepherds drive away th' infected ſheep : 

So this all wondrous force of magic ſpells, 5 ö 605 
From theſe abodes the hapleſs dame expels, 9 


Who, drawn by love, or urg d by ſordid gain, 
Conſents to yield to foul diſhonour's ſtain. 


; While here we live, our friends ſecurely reſt, 


To fee us bleſt in peace, in virtue bleſt, x T 


This princeſs, Alba nam'd, to win the crown 


And 
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And ſhow her friendly care to knights, that rove 


From clime to chme adventures new to 9 885 


A wondrous bark of magic texture fram'd, 61g 


And this the queen the BARE ApvenTuROUS nam d: 


For every warrior that in this confides, 

The veſſel ſwift to ſome adventure guides. 

; Without a pilot's aid, by ſpelful force, 

T hrough billowy ſeas ſhe holds her certain ot 6: 20 
And ſafely bears each fearleſs errant knight, 
Where deeds await to prove his dauntleſs might: 

As you, if feats like theſe your courage move, 


O noble warriors ! may the danger prove. 


Not diſtant hence the ready bark we keep, 62 2 


Where rolls againſt our ſhore the curling deep. 
: It only reſts yet further to unfold 
In this our female ſtate what rule we hold : 

Each year we fix on one amongſt our train, 
Who o'er the reſt aſſumes the rightful reign: 630 
'Tis her's to bid. her bidding we obey, 5 
If wiſe her words and virtuous is her ſway ; 

And I but late by juſt election claim 


This honour'd rank, Eurydice my name, 


From brave Guilantes I derive my birth, 635 


Who rul d in Capua when he liv'd on earth, 


The 
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nn RINALD Oo. Book vll. 
The virgin ceas'd ; but ſoon her ſpeech renew'd, 
And next to tell the name and race purſu'd 5 
; Of every gentle dame, till riſing night 
With gloomy ſhade ſucceeding cheerful light, 640 
Each, at her will, retir'd to ſoft repoſe, = 
Till bright i in heaven new amn morn aroſe, 


END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK, 
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THE 
EIGHTH BOOK 


Tur ARGUMENT. 


| Rinaldo and F lorindo heat the account of the pictures i in the 
Palace of CouxrEsVY. They take their leave of the ladies 
and enter the enchanted bark. They engage an armed 
veſſel belonging to Mambrino, that had juſt captured an- 
other veſſel, and ſet many knights and ladies at liberty, At 
length they conclude their voyage, and land near a ſtate- 
Iy pavilion, where they ſee a ſolemn ſacrifice performed be- 
fore an image, which proves to be the likeneſs of Clarice. 
Rinaldo contends with Francardo. Death of Francardo. 
Battle of the two knights with the knights of the pavilion, 
till the latter are either lain or put to fight. Departure of 
Rinaldo and Florindo. 


THE 
EIGHTH BOOK 
- 


U RORA waken'd by the pleaſing ſtrain 
Of wanton birds, forſakes the placid main, 


With roſy fingers rends the veil of night, 

And ſpreads the cheerful ſtreaks of growing light, 

While at her gifts, with full accordant voice, | c 
The air, the waters, and the earth rejoice, 

And ſoft deſcending from the ſmiling ſky, 

Like lucid pearl the morning dew-drops lie. 
Soon as the knights had leſt their downy reſt, 

In poliſh'd ſteel their manly limbs they dreſt, 10 

And with the noble train of dames repair'd 

To where the mimic forms ſuch life declar'd. 
Fach warrior wiſh'd the favour'd names to know, 


To which their honour future times ſhould owe, 
And 
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And what the worth, which oft by Alba nam'd, 1 p 
From age to age ſucceeding tongues proclaim' d. 
Well knew the fair Eurydice, and well 
To others ears the grateful truths could tell! 
Prepar'd to anſwer all each knight deſir'd 
(For either knight an equal wiſh inſpir'd) 20 
On both ſhe fix'd awhile her earneſt look, 
Then on each ſhape portray'd, and thus ſhe ſpoke. 
Behold a generous pair, whom yet unborn, 
In time the ſacred purple mall adorn ! 
Lo | there Hippolito, from weſtern ſkies 25 
Well known, to where the beams of morn ariſe; 
And Hercules Gonzaga—theſe ſhall make 
The power of hereſy beſore them ſhake, 
And, form'd for high attempts from early birth, 
5 Give to the church her laws, and laws to earth. 30 
See one, who near the hallow'd altar plac'd, >” 
His brows with more than regal honours grac'd, 
"Is bleſsd with gifts beyond a mortal's pride, 
And next in virtue to the gods ally'd, 
Of Efte's blood—he Lewis ſhall be nam'd, 36 
Scarce yet : a youth, ; but with the foremoſt fam'd. = 
Mdſt all the glories that his deeds may boaſt, 


Fair Hwy ſhall raiſe hi merits moſt, 


by II And 


Boox vill. R IN AL D o. 
And ſubjects for the bard and ſculptor give, 
In tuneful verſe or breathing ſtone to live. 


Now turn, and mark yon fearleſs chief that dares. 


Like Mars's ſon, and Mars's Memel bears. 
To ſuch deſert what. honour can we join, 
What honours frame to worth ſo near divine? 
For him the Po ſhall roll a ſofter tide, 

And Ocean's ſelf with friendlier billows glide : 
Alphonſo he—the ſecond of the name, 
And bleſt Ferrara ſhall his ſway proclaim. 
See one, whoſe aweful brow and look ſevere, 
With regal majeſty combin'd appear ; 

of great Franciſco ſon, whoſe mighty deeds 

In peace he equals, and in war exceeds, 
Urbino, by his ſage dominion bleſt, 
| Shall find nor dangers threat, nor ills moleſt, 


But through her peaceful lands with j Joy behold 


A happy country, and an age of gold. 

This youth ſhall ſingly wars on wars maintain, 

And lead ſucceeding armies to the plain: 
Second to none, a thunderbolt in fight, 

A prudent leader, and a valiant knight. 

Ne'er ſhall he die—for who can yield to death, 


| That lives | in every heart, 1 in every breath ? ? 
N 
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Of two, that each a youthful aſpect bears, 


See one the ſword, and one the mitre wears. 


This Hannibal of Capua, whoſe relief " 


| Diſplay'd for Rome, ſhall change to joy her grief. 
And this, with fortitude and wiſdom j Join 'd, 
By noble deeds the path to heaven ſhall find.” 
Count Staniſlaiis, of Tarnovio nam d, 


Whoſe praiſe ſhall ſtand among the firſt provigimd,” 


Lo! Scipio Gazuol, near—who ſeems the vaſe 71 


; of every virtue, every courtly grace ; 

To Pallas, Phœbus, and the Muſes dear, 
Still virtue's friend, to vice a foe ſevere. 

Fulvio Rongone ſee, who boaſts he won, 75 
Afar and near, the rank of honour's ſon. 

See Hercules Fregoſo next aſpires, 
Whoſe pen and ſword, an equal ſpirit fires. 


Then he, whoſe looks a gentle mind proclaim, 


Shall boaſt of Sforza Santinello' s name. 380 


Now turn, and view, whate' er of beauteous kind 
The heavens can yield, in narrow ſpace combin d; 
The ſun beſide ne'er ſees ſo fair a ſight, Fs, 

| The ſun that looks through all with piercing light. 


ö Behold Victoria, of Farneſian blood, 85 


Magnificent and courteous, wiſe and good. 


ö 5 | Eftcnſan 


] 


Boon VIII. R IN AL DO. ug 
Eſtenſian Lucrece then, whoſe locks ſhall prove 
The golden net of hymeneal love: 
| Whoſe ſparkling eyes indulgent nature arms 
With every modeſt grace of female charms. 90 | 
| Here Pallas and Pieria's virgin band 
Alike our cenſure and our praiſe demand: 
Our praiſe, that ſhe with them for conqueſt 1 vies, 
Our cenſure, that ſhe gains from them the prize. 
Two liſters follow, pious, wiſe, and th e 97 
In every gift the wonder of their age; 
And faithful guides, amidſt this vale of ſtrife, 
To lead from ſin's abode to heavenly life. | 
Lo! one whom beams of beauty's light encloſe, 
| Whence Love himſelf with kindling ardor glows : 2100 
Claudia Rangona— not to fame made known 
By others' pens, but honour'd by her own. 
The noble virgin ceas'd, and either knight 
Her pleaſing converſe heard with like delight. 
Meantime with mutual zeal the warriors glow'd 1059 
To plough, through briny waves, the liquid road, | 
And humbly now the gentle train addrefs'd, 
To grant the fatal bark to their requeſt : 
Nor theſe the bark to their requeſt deny d, 
But n with this, of nameleſs price, ſupply d. 110 
N 2 | Rinaldo, 
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Rinaldo for his ſteed Bayardo, gains 

: Reſplendent trappings, and embroider'd reins; 18 

Which every gazing eye with pride ſurveys, 
Where frequent jewels dart a mingled blaze : 
The poliſh'd bits of damaſk'd filver ſhine, 119 

Ihe ſtirrups pureſt ſilver from the mine: 

The like the ſaddle-bow, of ſumptuous coſt, 

With many a form in fair device emboſt. 

They give Florindo o'er his arms to wear, 

A mantle wove in gold of texture rare: 120 
A taſk like this ne'er grac d Irene's thought, : 
Nor ſuch Arachne or Minerva wrought, 
There buſy hands the needle's art beſtow, 

And every deed of Phœbus' ſiſter ſhow. 

But chief the work with mimic life expreſo d 125 

The pangs of Niobe's diſtracted breaſt: —o 
T was nature all! —ſhe wept her children dead, 
(Pale death itſelf o'er every viſage ſpread) 
With hands conjoin'd ſhe lifts her hagard eyes, 

And ſeems in dumb deſpair to threat the ſkies. 130 

| Behold in guiſe ſuccinct her veſtments ty d, 5 

The ready quiver pendent at her ſide, ET 

With locks ſome braided, ſome diſpers'd i in air, 

Her crooked bow the virgin goddeſs bear: 

FOE POT" " he 
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Her treſſes ſeem to wave, while kindled ire 135 
From every feature darts vindictive fire, 

And, as her hand the ruthleſs weapon wings, 
Through parting clouds the dreadful arrow ſings. 


= Her living daughters round (a mournful train) 


; Grow to the boſoms df their brethren lain, + Jo" 


And, truly drawn, in every ; act appear 
The dire effects of grief and mortal fear. 
One, while ſhe opes her roſy lips in vain, 


To ſoothe with pious words a mother's pain, 


Full in her mouth the fatal weapon flies, e 


Cuts ſhort her ſpeech, and as ſhe ſpeaks ſhe dies. 
This fondly ſtretching forth (ah! hapleſs maid * 
Her better arm to lend a ſiſter aid, 
A ſingle ſhaft, with deathful force addreſt, 

Drives through her arm to pierce her ſiſter's breaſt. 


A third, all pale and fainting on the ground, 1 31 1 


Feels in her bleeding ſide the feather'd wound : 
And by the ſame reſiſtleſs dart transfixt, 


A fourth beholds their life" S warm current mix d. 


A fifth congeal d with creeping terror ſtands, 155 


And claſps i in ſpeechleſs gaze her chilly hands, 
Another ſees her wretched ſiſters die, 
. And lifts her trembling feet in act to fly. 
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Sad Niobe the laſt diſtraction feels, 


And, with her body bending o'er, conceals 160 


Her ſole ſurviving child, who panting ſeems 


To ſcreen her own beneath her mother's limbs. EEE 


Now to the ſhore the knights their courſe addreſs'd, 


And now the fatal bark ſecurely preſs'd, 


Her freight receiv'd, ſhe parts, with inſtant ſpeed, 1 65 


As from the bowſtring leaps the bounding reed. 
The waves divide and murmur with diſdain, 


Before the prow white curls the frothy main. 


Meantime far diſtant from the land ſhe flies, 169 


The land now vaniſh'd from their wondering eyes, 28 


And novght appear'd but circling waves and ſkies. 
Her courſe direct th enchanted veſſel ſteers, 5 
Nor right nor left her ſteady fail ſhe veers : 
From ſea to ſea, her magic way ſhe cleaves, 
And far behind the Tyrrhene waters leaves. 

© The ſetting ſun withdrew his feeble ray, 

5; And by his abſence veil'd the face of day; 


3 


With ſilent motion now, aſcending night 

Roll'd round the ſphere with every ſtarry light ; 
When ſudden ſounds their liſtening ears invade, 180 
The voice of ſorrow wailing through the ſhade; 
Like thoſe who mourn, oppreſt by ruffian force: 
To this, ſelf mov'd, the bark direets her courſe, 


Wondrous 
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Wondrow to tell! as ſpelful magic guides, 
Leſs ſwift a dolphin cuts the whizzing tides. 185 
Now, near at hand, the warlike pair deſcry'd 

Two veſſels cloſely grappled, fide by fide : 

One victor ſeem'd ; of this th' exulting crew 

Vaſt ſpoils and treaſure from the conquer'd drew, 
And in their veſſel ſtow'd; with many a knight, 190 
And dames and damſels made their prize of fight : . 
The warriors heavy chains of bondage wear, 

But no ſuch bonds oppreſs the captive fair: | 

The victors looks beſpeak them men that give 


Their days to plunder, and by rapine hee, igt 


Midſt theſe Rinaldo leaps with chreatening cries, 
With him the generous youth their force defies. 
When one, that ſeem'd the braveſt of their band, 
And o'er theſe pirates ruPd with ſtern command, 
Beſpoke | his train—O friends ! theſe wretches view 
That madly thus their own deſtruction woo : 201 
Wearied of life, their deſperate valour knows 
This only choice to fall by noble foes !. 

Then to Rinaldo turning—Yield (he cry'd) 

Thyſelf and arms—or now our fates be try d. 20g 
Vet, if thou yield, thou may'ſt from me receive 


That grace which I, and I alone can give, 


N 4 VV 


CGE 


n 


1 
- 
ks 

H 

<TD 
* 
"XA 
We + 
C LY 
* 
2 
x; 
[3 
by. 
$5 
1 
* 
. ” 
T5 
Ph 
| 
Wh. 
[3 
- 
$) 

75 
== 
6% 

I's 
\ 
_— 

1 
4 
* 

2% 
I. 
IF 
4 
Wo 
2M 
4 
4 . 
4 
oY be 
A 
* 
lh 
"* 
"WP 
* 
3 
. 
ty 
"8 
i £3 
=: 
* RN 
4x 
i 53 
p 
5" 
2 
8 
BE. 
= 
. xXx 
"28 
1 
3B 
: * 
3 
* 
r = 
9 : 
3 
. % 4 
x 
Dp 
oo or 
8 
0 4 
J. » 
bY 
"i 
ij 
*B 
1 
=. 
1M 
* 
_ £32 
1 
15 be 
Ky 
i 
1 
3 
53 
4 
Ca” 
1 4 
11:4. 
Wo -- 
78 
1 
"3 
+ 
i 
+23 
1 
7 * : 
. *= 
f 
+ 
1 
1 
* 


9 


AAS It, 9 


"iy. RINAELDO Boo vm. 


Thus he: great Amor s ſon indignant burns, 
Nor to the Pagan word for word returns, 


But through his heart, where panting life reſides, 210 


From breaſt to back the bloody falchion guides. 
As bees in ſwarms attack the village ſwain, 
By whom they ſaw but late their monarch ſlain, | | 
5 Buzz round his face, their little ſtings apply, 
And in their wiſh'd revenge contented die: 215 
Againſt Rinaldo thus, enflam'd to ire, 
With ſhouts and cries the brutal crew conſpire! 


| Too tardy found to avert their leader's harms, 


Not tardy now to meet his victor's arms. 


| Raſh, furious, blind! you run to take the meed 220 
Which heaven aſſigns to every lawleſs deed : 
By rage miſguided, not to avenge the dead, 
: But find death hovering o'er each ovilty head. 
Rinaldo then, amidſt the brutal crew, 7 224 
2 Diſplay'd what valour, ſtrength, and {kill could « 
Nor lefs in arms his friend Florindo glows, 
Alike with him prepar'd to invade the foes. 
Thick and more thick the thundering ſtrokes they deal, 
And lightning gleams from either brandiſh'd ſteel: 


Nor helm, nor plated targe from theſe defends, 230 


When from above the hoſtile arm deſcends 
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No armour's ſtrength can bear the weapon's might, 
No mortal eye ſuſtain the flaſhing light! 

Eight wretches firſt, amidſt ch' ungodly train, 234 

With eight dire wounds by Amon's ſon were ſlain. 

The firſt he ſtruck, the ſword aſunder hew'd : 

His helm, and purple ſtreams his locks bedew'd. 

But while his lifted hand the wound explor d, 

Deſcending ſudden came Florindo's ſword, 

With direr ſway the well-aim'd weapon flew, 240 
And cut the nerves, and lopt the hand in two: , 
Wild with the pain, his rage to madneſs roſe ; | 
He foam'd, and round him dealt redoubled blows, 
Sidelong, direct, forgetting {kill or light, 
And preſs'd with ſavage force the wary knight; 245 
Till in his breaſt Florindo's falchion ſtood, 

And lanc'd his heart and drain'd the ſpouting blood, 
Lycus, Orgates, Eurybaltes feel £2 
Florindo's force: the firſt his trenchant ſteel | 
From neck to flank with fatal fury cleaves; 250 
A ſtroke the ſecond of his hands bereaves; 
Between the ſever'd browsa third his wound receives. | : 
To theſe had fortune Join'd Alpherno' $ name, 
But with Lanfranco F olerico came, 
Who while they ſought to give Alpherno aid, 255 
With their own lives another's ranſom paid. 
So. 


So fought the v warriors, warm'd to noble rage, 
With deeds unknown in this degenerate age: 


8 They ſeem'd like bolts that rend the craſhing orove 


L Launch'd by the red right hand of angry Jove. 260 


7 Already now the Pagans chac'd from life, 


No longer wield their arms in murderous ſtrife 5 
Or thoſe who ſcap'd the ſword (a heartleſs rain) 
To ſeck their ſafety, plunge amidſt the main. 


One only from the numerous foes remain in d, 265 


The ſole ſurvivor of the lawleſs band; 
To him Rinaldo flies, and whirling round | 
| His fatal weapon meditates the wound, 


But forrowing he, in artful words addreſt, 


Thus for his life prefers the dear requeſt. . 270 


Know, valiant fir, that here your courage ſhown, 
Our death inſuring but inſures your own : | 

| Your evil ſtars have urg'd you thus to ſhame _ 
With ſuch an outrage great Mambrino's name : 

He, firſt of Saracens, to whom we bend N 275 
In ſervice vow'd—our maſter, king, and friend ; 
He, in our cauſe, will ſuch revenge purſue, 


As ſuits th' offence and to his Fun is due. 


3 ſervants we, by force theſe females made 


Our welcome prey, and to his realm convey'd. 280 
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To every land his envoys make reſort, 


And chooſe the faireſt to adorn his court. 


When to his ear the certain news ſhall n 
Of all his captives loſt, his warriors dead; 

No time ſhall ſoothe him, till his arm repay 

On you the laughter of this dreadful day. 

To him ſure tidings of our fate will fly, 

Though I unhappy by your hands ſhould dic. 
Whoever lays us, he alike will know, 

Whether a Pagan or a Chriftian foe, 

Since in his court a ſage of magic ſkill, 
Diſcloſes all things at his ſovereign's will z 
But if thou ſpar'ſt my life, I truſt to gain 


From him remiſſion for his people ſlain. RE 
Rinaldo cut him ſhort—Let life be thine, | 


To thy entreaties I my wrath reſign : 


So may'ſt thou, to thy lord return'd, relate 


Then if he ſeek to avenge their wretched fall, 


And dares our force to equal combat call, 


Declare from Charles we came, and tearleſs ſtand | 


In arms prepar'd to meet him hand to hand. 
Florindo he, and J Rinaldo nam'd, 
Of Clarmont's line and ſon of Amon fam'd. 
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5 What daring hands have wrought his ſervants' tate: 
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Not him I fear as future time ſhall ſhow 1 305 
If &er we meet in battle, foe to fo; 15 

When vengeance him o'ertakes, whoſe ruthleſs mind 
No law can govern, and no juſtice bind! 

Hence, with thy ſhip! depart and thank the power . 

That ſpar'd thy life in this deſtroying hour, e 

This ſaid, with gentler looks, he turn'd, and view 'd, 
Where plac'd apart the knights and damſels ſtood ; 
And courteous theſe with ſoothing ſpeech addreſs d. 

| Diſperſing doubt and fear from every breaſt ; 


Then, with his own, he loos d their captive hands 31 * 
Behind each back reſtrain'd in ſervile bands : 
With him Florindo theſe from gyves reliev'd, 
Till every knight his freedom ſoon receiv'd, 
Enquiring now, the warriors learn the name 

Of each adventurous knight and lovely dame; Y 320 
That ſhe, whoſe charms all rival charms excell'd, 
_ powerful kingdom 1n Arabia held, 

Pandion's daughter, Auriſtella fair; 

Each knight and damſel, at the general prayer, 324 = 


Their names, their fortune, and their rank declare. 3 
Such converſe finiſh'd with the courtly train, 
The champions ſcek the wondrous bark again, 


Declining every coſtly gift to take 


- The queen had proffer'd for their valour' 8 . 
3 e 
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The bark, as with a ſpur the fiery ſteed, 330 


Cuts through the liquid brine with vie wleſs ſpeeds 
A length of ocean paſt, ſhe ſteers to land, 
And with her prow divides the yellow ſand, 

As falling weights that to their center tend, 

That center gain'd, muſt every motion end; 335 


So when th' enchanted pinnace touch'd the ſhore, 


She ſtopt—The knights, this bold adventure 0 er, 
With ſteps impatient from the bark proceed, 


And from their ſquires receive each ready ſteed. 
Scarce were they landed, when from every view, 349 


The ſhore forſaking, ſwift the veſſel flew, 


And, guided by the magic ſpell, regainꝰd 
| Its ancient ſeat and ſtation'd there in d 


Meantime upon the flowery plain appear'd 


Before the knights a rich pavilion rear'd "Apr" + 
With regal ſtate, which like ſome palace wide 


In ample circuit ſtretch'd on every ſide. 


The warriors, entering here, a pillar viewd 
That in the midſt, of alabaſter ſtood; 
On which was plac'd, in female garb array 4, 350 
The image of a young and beauteous maid, 
A ſolemn facrifice then fill'd the Place, 


With rites as us'd by Aſia's ancient race, 


Wich 
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With whe miſguided teal ſuch pomp was known 

In empty worſhip to an idol ſhown. 355 
There, ſtruck between his horns, the bull was ſlain, 
And drench* d with tepid blood the purple plain. 

There harmleſs ſheep with tender lambkins dy'd, 

1 Effuſing from thei r throats the bubbling tide, 


From living flame aroſe a ſplendor bright 360 


That round the tent diſpers'd a golden light, 
While from the ſacred fire rich incenſe broke, 
Arabian gums involv'd in wreathy ſmoke, 
That curling high diffus'd the ſcents afar, 


And mix'd, by flow degrees, with common air, . 


Rinaldo on the ſtatue caſt his eye, 
He ſaw—he knew—and breath'd a tender 8b. 
He knew thoſe eyes, whence Love had ſent the dart 
That firſt had pierc'd and pierces ſtill his heart; 
He knew thoſe locks that could his ſoul enchain, 370 
And till the ſtrong, the pleaſing bonds remain; 
He knew thoſe charms that every ſenſe beguile, 
And the ſoft lightning of her dimpled ſmile. 


While thus intent the noble champion viewed 374 


The dear-lov'd form that all his thoughts ſubdu'd, 
A knight, of giant limb, of haughty air, = 
Fierce, jealous, proud, with eye of lion-glare, 
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Full on Rinaldo bent his forious look, 
And thus aloud in threatening accents ſpoke. 


And com'ſt thou, impious ! thus our rites to greet, 


Nor here to worſhip quitt'ſt thy courſer's ſeat? 381 
How, in my ſight, preſumptuous ! ſhalt thou dare 
To view with eyes profane yon heavenly fair? 
Confeſs thy crime, and if thy maddening mind, 
Seeks not the death thou well deſerv'ſt to 1 85 
Thou, with thy partner, from your ſteeds alight, 
And, join'd with me, complete the ſolemn rite. 
But more—confeſs that I of men ſhould claim 


The praiſe alone to adore fo fair a dame: 


That none beſide is worthy to ſuſtain, 39 


For charms like her's, a lover's pleaſing pain. 
And who art thou (Rinaldo thus reply'd) 
And what thy merits ? now thy cauſe decide: 
Not leſs than thee I own the ſecret power 
Of mighty love, with thee thoſe charms adore: 395 
But know my foul thy proud demand diſdains, 
To wear, unrivall'd, yonder beauty's chains. 
In me Francardo view ! Armenia's lord, 
Let this ſuffice —he ſaid, and at the word, 


Rinaldo's heart beat high with kindling ire, 400 


And every feature flaſh'd vindictive fire, 
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When to the Pagan's words, in words as high, 

As well beſeem' d, he made this ſtern reply. 
Thou merit'ſt leaſt of mortals numerous race, 

On fuch a dame thy ſenſeleſs hopes to place, 405 
i And, at thy choice, behold my ſword prepares 


To prove this inſtant what my tongue declares. 
He ſaid: his ſpeech, with fearleſs warmth addreſt, 


To ſudden frenzy fir'd the Pagan' $ breaſt : 
Wrapt in his veſt he flew to attack the knight, 410 
And with his ſword alone began the fight. 
Rinaldo ſmiling now with brave diſdain— 

Reſume thy arms and then thy cauſe maintain. 

To whom the king This truſty ſword (he cries) 

; And this alone my vengeance ſhall ſuffice. 415 
Ah! (faid Rinaldo) ill he knows his fame 7 
Who ſeeks, himſelf unarm'd, the fight to claim 

With one who better heeds a warrior's name. 

But ſtill with ſword unſheath'd Francardo burn'd, 
While Amon's ſon aſide Bayardo turn'd. 420 

This hand ſhall ne'er thy hand in combat greet, 

Til both (he cry d) in mail and armour meet. 

A knight am I— nor ſhall thy frenzy make 

My better mind fair knighthood's lore forſake. 

To whom the Saracen—No arts like theſe 425 


Evade my juſtice or "wy wrath appeaſe, 


He 


l. 
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He ſaid, and ſtroke on ſtroke indignant aim'd, N 


That all Rinaldo's ſkill and courage claim'd. 


Not long Florindo could the ſight ſuſtain; 


His generous boſom ſwell'd with brave diſdain. 430 
Hold, furious, hold ! ! whoſe more than brucal rage 


Impels thee thus the inſenſate war to wage: 


Turn, turn to me—if thy fierce foul (he cries) 
Unarm'd thyſelf, a well-arm'd knight defies. 
Here prove thy ſtrength, nor dare aſpire fo high, 43 s 
Beneath that fam'd, that honour'd {word to die. 
As when a bear, that feels a cruel blow, 

| With threatening paw attacks his daring for, 

If chance a new aſſailant meet his eyes, 
He leaves the firſt, and on the ſecond flies: 440 
So on Florindo turn'd the Pagan's arm, ” 


But now uprais'd to work another's harm. 
To oppoſe the ſword his targe Florindo held ; 
No fencing targe the hoſtile edge repell'd ; 


His arm it wounded, all his armour broke, 445 
The ſaddle-bow receiv'd th' ungentle ſtroke. 


At this Florindo's boſom glow'd with ire, 


F rom every feature flaſh'd the living fire: 


High on his ſtirrup, riſing to the blow, 


He whirP'd his thundering ſword to cleave the foe 450 
O0 _ 
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The Pagan” 8 falchion n met the weapon's ; courſe, 


But met in vain—the ſteel with ſweepy force 


Deep in his temple op'd a mortal wound, 
And purple torrents dy'd the verdant ground. 


He falls—as looſen'd from the mountain's brow, 4 6 


A rock falls thundering to the plain below. 
The warriors of the tent, whoſe eager ſight 


Was fix'd to attend the perils of the fight, 

When lifeleſs, ſtretch d on earth, their king they view 'd, 
. features pale, and all deform'd with blood, 460 
Each furious fnatch'd his arms; there falchions gleam, 
Here briſtled ſpears and mingled javelins beam ; ; 


And ſome their perſons, for defence, inveſt 
With cuiraſs, greaves, and helm with nodding creſt, 


Of theſe the foremoſt King Clarillo came, 46 5 


A mighty champion of redoubted fame; 

Amidſt the reſt in this pavilion plac d, 

The noble chief their ſolemn rituals grac'd WF 
Mambring's brother he, and near ally'd 
To King F rancardo : pacing at his fide, | 470 
A hon, rough with tawny hairs was ſeen, : 
| Of ſize enormous and cerrific mien; 


Bloody his teeth, his claws to ravine us'd, 


eyes with flamy fire ſuffus d. 
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Clarillo once, rare proof of fearleſs might, 
Subdu'd this noble beaſt in doubtful fight, 
Then ſooth'd his angry heart, his ſpirit tam'd, 


And to new laws his ſavage nature fram'd. 


| Thenceforth for ever with the knight he ſtay'd, 


His motions heeded, and his voice obey'd ; N 


When far and near, this wonder all proclaim d, 


And him the champion of the lion nam'd. 
To him Rinaldo now his ſteed addreſs'd, 


Ere he, with force combin'd, Florindo preſs'd: 


The Pagan prince advanc'd with equal heat 

| His iron lance, Rinaldo's arm to meet: 
Nor flow the lion ſeems the fight to wage, 

But flies the Chriſtian warrior to engage ; 


Invades with rending paws and ſharpen'd nails, 


490 


And with his teeth Bayardo' s haunch aſſails. 
Wich backward ſtroke, upon his front impreſt, 
Rinaldo's weapon wounds the lordly beaſt, 
Then whirl'd around, againſt the Pagan foe, 
5 Full on his helmet deals the weighty blow: 2 

A ſecond blow ſucceeds, with direr ſway, 


And through the ringing buckler drives 1ts way 


To reach his arm, that though unwounded, feels 
A ſtroke which ſuch reſiſtleſs fury deals. 
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The raging lion that Clarillo view d 
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Clarillo now, 7, impatient of diſgrace, 


Twice, with his falchion, wounds Rinaldo's face: 500. 

On him once more the lion lifts his paws, | 
And ſeeks to rend him with his piercing claws : 

Rinaldo both attacks, himſelf defends, = 


| He threatens this, on that his force he bends : 


Quick are his eyes and hand, his courſer ſure, 505 


His courage ſteadfaſt, and his hope ſecure. 


Whene'er the Pagan ſpeeds a downward blow, 


Rinaldo, heedful, diſappoints the foe. 
Bay ardo drives the threatening lion far, 


With furious hoofs that ſtrike the impaſſive air; 510 
With ſpur or rein obeys his maſter's mind, = 


Fierce as the flame, and rapid as the wind. 


How oft Clarillo aims and aims in vain! 
But where his aim ſucceeds, no arms the force ſuſtain, 

The Paladin, with deadlier ſteel addreſt, 515 
Has dy'd with blood Clarillo's face and breaſt ; 


His armour plerc'd and hew'd, his vigour fails, 


Fierce and more fierce the noble foe aſſails, 
Till ſlain at length he falls — as by the power 55 
Of Jove' s dread thunder falls ſome ſtately tower. 520 


Al ready dead, with purple gore imbru 'd, 


\ From 
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From ſtrong affection (wondrous to relate!) 
All foaming flew to avenge his maſter's fate; 
But from Rinaldo twice receiv'd a wound, | 525 
And dying bit with bloody teeth the ground, 
W hile diſtant far, at his tremendous roar, 
Reſounds the ſea, reſounds the crooked ſhore! 
Then for his future creft Rinaldo took 
A tawny lion, terrible of look, —_ 1 - £30 
The panther laid aſide, which late was rais'd 
High on his helm and on his target blaz d. 
| Meantime Florindo ſingly fights, enclos d 
2 By numerous knights, to peril huge expos'd, $534 
Yet round he whirls his ſword with dreadful ſwas, 
And fearleſs ſtill aſpires to win the day. 
Already now before his conquering hand 
The Pagans fell, when midſt their ſhrinking band 
Rinaldo ruſh'd ; and countleſs warriors ſlain 
By either champion, heap'd th' enfanguin'd plain: 540 
Or thoſe that ſcap'd with life each valiant knight, 
Enſur'd their ſafety and their lives by flight. : 
And now Rinaldo, with a lover's haſte, 
The ſtatue from its pillar'd height diſplac'd ; 
Then by the force of blind affection way d, 545 
He kiſs'd with rapturous wafaith the ſculptur'd maid; 
03 5 Nor 


198 R IN AL D O. Book VII. 
Nor ſaw the fond deceit, while in his arms 
He held, and gaz d and kindled at her charms: 
: He deem'd the ſhadow, truth, the form, alive; 
Thus love can lover's hearts of ſenſe deprive. 550 
His error ſoon he knew, and mourn'd to find 
The ſueet deluſion baniſh'd from his mind. = 
Meanwhile the ſun to wrap the world i in night, 
In ocean's boſom ſinks his miſty light, 
When on a ſtecd Rinaldo plac'd with care 555 
The much-lov'd form of Clarice the fair ; 1 
Then took the path his friend Florindo went, 
Who ſought ſome habitable land, intent 
To linda gentle ſage, with friendly ſkill, 
By ſalves or magic charms his wounds to heal, 569 
Florindo now reſtor'd, for many a day 
T hrough Aſia! s realm they held their wandering way, 
Depreſs' d the ſavage and unrighteous mind, 
But ever rais'd the mild and virtuous kind; ; 
With arms or counſel gave to heart-felr woe, 365 
That aid which arms or counſel can beſtow ; 
TL ill either name to earth's remoteſt goal, 
Flew on the wings of Fame from pole to pole. 
Rinaldo treacherous Conſtantine o'erthrew, 
And Brunamontes, proud in combat, flew. $70 
\ Theſe 
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Theſe in Clarillo and Mambrino trace 

Their blood, to Gods and men a hateful race ! 
One, under friendſhip's ſeeming form, addreſs'd 
Inſidious ſnares to entrap the unwary gueſt; 
And one, with open force, in murderous ſtrife 575 
Or flew, or held in bonds his future liſe. 


END OF THE EIGHTH BOOK, 
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Rinaldo and Florindo meet with the queen of Media, and 
jouſt with her knights. Their entertainment at the court 
of Media. Rinaldo relates to the queen his early achieve- 
ment in defence of his mother's honour. The queen en- 
tertains a violent paſſion for Rinaldo, who for ſome time is 
detained by her allurements, till being warned in a dream, 
he, with his friend, ſecrecly departs from the court. 
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WI CE had the Goddeſs, born i in Delos? ſhade, 
Full orb'd the luſtre of her beams display d, 
As WY in heaven, with leſs reſplendent light, 


Grac'd with her ſilver horns the brow of night : 
Two ſigns were paſt by him who drives away > 5 


| The vaporous glooms and glads the world with day, 


Since, with Florindo, Amon's noble ſon *, 

| The battle of the rich pavilion won. 

Now in a plain where cultur'd trees around 
Diffus'd their grateful ſhade, the warriors found 10 

| A troop of damſels bright in blooming charms 

With knights, their honour'd guard, in ſhining arms. 
Numerous the dames, and numerous gifts declare 

Th' attractive power of every blooming fair, . 
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While to their natural graces join'd, they ow 7 5 
What wealth or fancy can with dreſs beſtow. 


But o'er the reſt a dame ſuperior roſe, 

Like Dian whom her virgin nymphs encloſe, 
What time the choir in ſprightly dances led; 
On Cynthus top ſhe moves with ſtately tread. "6 
She gives her golden locks to ſport i in air, ; 
The quiver, ſtor'd with ſhafts, her ſhoulders bear ; 4 

Latona ſees, and ſcarce her heart contains 

A mother's joy that trickles through her veins. 


Soon as che dame beheld (ſo rarely (cen) 1 


Two con ꝛely knights of C ach exalted mien, 
That each appear'd well- taught his arms to wield | 
fnd ſeldom pair'd 1 in trials of the field; 

A page ſhe ſent, beſceching either knight. 
Againſt her champions now to prove their might, 30 
For much ſhe wiſh'd to view in knightly deed, 

How far their looks and valorous hearts agreed. 

'The page obcy'd, and from the virgin told 

The meflage ſent to either warrior bold. 

Rinaldo, gracious, to the noble name 1 
Foir anſwer gave, and aſk'd the virgin's name. 
To whom the page—We her commands obey, 
And ſhe o'er Media holds the ſovereign ſway. 
i She, 
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She, Floriana call'd (as yet untry'd 
L x he nuptial knot) ne'er knew the name of bride. 40 


This ſaid, he went and to the queen declar'd 


| * hat both the ſtrangers ſtood for jouſt prepar d. | 


The virgin then her martial train addreſs'd, 


And rous'd the flame in every generous breaſt, 


With winning ſpeech, with all the grace refin' d, 45 


By which the gentler ſex can rule mankind; 
Till knight with knight in friendly conteſt ſtrove 


Who firſt with ready ſpear the jouſt ſhould prove. 


At length Irnantes, well in combat try'd, 


And fierce Galaſſo firſt the knights defy'd : = co 
But ſoon they fell with feet againſt the ſkies, Fs 


Such proweſs to the ſtrangers Mars ſupplies. af 


Albernio, Adrimantes theſe ſucceed, 


Who came from where the T ygris parts the mead. 


Both backward fell ; that, on his vizor took, 5 5 i 


And, this beneath his breaſt recei; v'd the ſtroke. 


Then Argo and Androglio, great in might, 


Together came, companions of the fight: 


Alike their mien in either buckler ſtood 


A folid rock above the daſhing flood, „ 
Where golden characters this vaunt * FE 
In quaint device — Fox ALL ATTACKS PREPAR'D : 


As 
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As if they meant, by ſuch device, to ſhow | 

T heir valour equal ftill to every foe. 

Ah me! what empty pride, what error light 65 

The lamp of reaſon hides in deepeſt night! 

Not ſolid rocks, but feeble plants they ſtand 

Before Rinaldo and Florindo's hand. 

Lucindo next and Floridano came, 25 
For youthful graces lov'd by every dame. 0 

Together theſe in arms the ſtrangers meet, 

Together far are tumbled from their ſeat: 

And many knights that midſt their fellows bear 
The higheſt name an equal fortune ſhare : 


And hence with wonder at their valour ſhown, Te 


The dames diſcourſe of either knight unknown. 
But moſt the gentle queen delights to praiſe 

The noble youths, ſhe every honour pays 

Where more than human gifts ſhe thinks combine, 
Each look, each motion and each deed divine! 80 
Vet chief her thoughts on brave Rinaldo dwell, 
And ſeem ſome future evil to foretel. 
As one who waits the fever's quick return, 


When parching heats ſhall every member burn, | 


Perceives by fits thro! all his vital frame 1 


A ſhuddering coldneſs that precedes the flame; 


\ 
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So ſhe, whoſe boſom now mult learn to prove 7 


(Before unknown) the various powers of love, 


Alternate feels each change of ſoft deſire, 


A creeping chilneſs, or a lambent fire. 90 
New virtues her enamour'd ſoul furpriſe, : 


New beauties ſill attract her ardent eyes. 
One wiſh remain'd, to ſce thoſe looks reveald 


Which from her ſight his envious helm conceal'd. 


Chance favour'd all ſhe wiſh'd, th' adventurous knight 


Who, laſt unhors'd, confeſs'd Rinaldo's might, | 96 
Loos'd, in the ſhock, the iron claſps that bound _ 
: Rinal do's caſque, and hur I'd it to the ground; 


And to the view thoſe youthful charms expos' d, 


That every ſweet of paradiſe diſclos'd: 100 


She ſaw collected in one peerleſs face, 


- All manly beauty and all manly grace : 


There love to her 1n native power appear d, 
And victor there his potent enſign rear'd, 


There held his ſtate; as when in triumph borne, 106 


Proud wreaths of palm his conquering car adorn: 


Thence from his golden quiver every dart 


He wing'd with certain aim to pierce her heart; 


Compell'd her thence his ſhackles to ſuſtain, 


A heavy; new, yet ſcarce unpleaſing chain, 10 


Wich 
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With wonder all the warrior's form behold, 

His black and ſparkling eyes, his locks of gold; 

His dark majeſtick brows, o'er either eye 

| Bow'd to an arch; his forehead riſing high; 

His ſpeaking features fluſh'd with roſy red, „ 115 

His glowing cheeks with early down o erſpread; | 
The eagle noſe, fure ſignal to diſplay | 
His claim to lordly rank and regal ſway : 

They mark his ſhoulders broad, his ample cheſt, 

His well- knit arms, the nervous power expreſt 120 
In every limb; the legs, where ſtrength, combin d 
With perfect ſhape, outſtript the lagging wind; 

The ſprightly carriage, which to blooming years 
Gives nameleſs charms and every praiſe endears : 
A noble fie rceneſs, and becoming pride, . 125 
And fearleſs ſoul with mildeſt grace ally'd. 
What wonder then if ſhe who {till confeſsd 

The tendereſt paſſions of a female breaſt, 

Now made the ſlave of love, and love's deſire, 

Should prove the fuel of a noble fire ! x 30 

Yet ſtill herſelf, as happy in her pains, | | 
Adds to the poiſon gliding thro! her veins, 
She dares not think the warrior ſhould depart, 

The firſt dear object of her longing heart; 
But 


\ 
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209 


But, with a courteous mien, the knights addreſs d, 135 


And both beſought beneath her roof to reſt. 
So oft, ſo warmly ſu'd the princely maid, 
Fach warrior yielded, and her will obey'd. 


Then tow'rds the city turn'd the mingled train, 


And Amon's ſon “ conducts her palfrey's rein. 
| Meantime the menial crew with buſy care 
The regal palace for their queen prepare: 

Some, from the i ivory cornice hung, unfold | 
- Embroider'd tap'ſtry, ſtiff with woven gold: 
Some on the floor the ſplendid carpets place, 
That every work of vulgar art diſgrace ; 13 


And ſome the walls with mimic painting ſpread, 


The lively portraits of their fathers dead: 
While ſome, the tables 1 in fair order laid, 
And cover'd with a ſnow-white linen ſhade, 
The vaſes ſer, where poliſh'd metals ſhin'd, 
Of various labour, and of various kind; 

There, from the hands of dark oblivion fav'd, 
Were foreign deeds of Media's kings engrav d; 
And ſculptur'd forms, of mingled att and coſt, 
On ſilver pure, or flamy gold emboſt. 

Soon as the troop before the palace ftay d, 

Rinaldo s arms receiv d the princely maid, 
SY RinaLDo. ” 


p 
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5 


159 


155 


And 


With high regard to honour either gueſt. 

: Lo ! thus can love love, even the baſeſt heart 5 
Impels oſt· time to deeds of high deſert; 170 
But in a royal, noble mind, inſpires 


More generous views, and kindles brighter fires. 


And pay the ſtrangers more than ſtrangers” due; 
For ſtill on hers depends their every will, 175 
As on the parent ſpring the iſſuing rill. — 


To raiſe the fainting limbs with due repaſt, 
< Leſt ſtrength ſhould fail, oppreſt with lengthen'd faſt. 
And now the courtly gueſts the table grac „ 181 
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And gently lifted from her palfrey” s ſeat: 


Then throbb'd her tender pulſe; with fluſhing heat 160 


| Her features glow'd, and loſt in ſtrange delight, 
| Her fluttering ſoul ſeem'd ready wing'd for flight : 
But when more willing could ſhe yield her breath, 
Or how could Heaven afford a happier death? = 


To every ſtranger Floriana how d 16 ; 


That welcome ſtill by courteous minds beſtow d; . 


But, more than wont, ſhe now each thought addreſs 


The queen's example all her peers purſue, 


Soon came th' accuſtom'd hour, of all deſir'd, 


For that ſupply by Nature's wants requir'd, 


* 


Full oppoſite againſt Rinaldo plac'd, 
| Fair 


4 
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Fair Floriana fix'd on him her eyes, 

As wary pilots watch the northern ſkies. 

And with that food which feaſts of love beſtow, 185 
She fed her fond deſires, and nouriſh'd woe. 
Meantime the golden lyre Muſæus ſtrung, 
And myſtic lore to heavenly muſic ſung : 
He firſt, by Phoebus taught, high truths expreſod : 


In tuneful verſe, to win each liſtening gueſt: 190 
80 ſweet his ſong, the notes might render vain 


All ſavage force, and warring winds reſtrain, 
When Eolus ſets wide his ſtormy cave, 
Where round its hollow womb th' impatient captives « 

fave. 

He ſung, from chaos rude how Mata drew 195 
The ſeeds of all, whence infant order grew ; 
And how, beneath her plaſtic hand, aroſe 
Theſe beauteous forms that now the world compoſe ; 
To each aſſign'd its laws and proper bound, 
Fire, air, and earth, and ocean's watery round: 200 
The whole in peace by ſeeming diſcord held, 

Of all we ſee, and all that hes conceal'd. 

He told, when time had ſeen three ages pals, 

Each various age of ſilver, gold, and braſs, 

How juſtly Jove, incens'd at human race, : 205 
Pour'd down a flood on earth's extended face; 

„„ = How 


„„ n mult 
How Pyrrha and her ſpouſe behind them threw 
The fatal ſtones that muſt mankind renew, 
Whence, like their origin, ſuch men were born, 
As held the toils of human life in ſcorn. 210 
Nor did he, laurel'd God! thy flames conceal, 
And all the wounds that love has made thee feel : 
Why Daphne, near her father's banks, perceives _ 
| Her arms to boughs, her hair convert to leaves. 
How hapleſs Iö, to a heifer turn RR 215 
On Nilus' ſteepy brinks her fortune mourn d. 
Of Argus and of Syrynx too he told, = 
Their cruel deſtiny by Heaven enroll'd. 
So have 1 heard thee, Veniero, raiſe 
Thy voice and notes with more harmonious lays, 220 
: And oft have ſeen, emerging from the tide, 
Beneath thy feet the liſtening fiſhes glide ; 
And birds innumerous, with the ſound detain'd, 
As if by power of magic ſpell conſtrain'd, | 
T heir rapid pinions ſtop in middle flight, 225 
And round thy ſeat in ſilent flocks alight. 
But Floriana now, the banquet o'er, 
Wich various talk beguil'd the paſſing hour ; 1 
Still on Rinaldo's ſpeech attentive hung, 
And drank deep poiſon from his eye and tongue; 239 
ns - Now 
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Now aſk d of royal Charles, and now enquir We: 

Of brave Orlando, through the world admir'd ; 

And now (his lineage and his name conteſt). 

On his own deeds diſcours'd her noble gueſt, 

Declare, if not ungrateful to relate, e 
(She cry'd) how yet, in youth's unripen'd ſtate, e 
Your deed could vindicate a mother's fame, , 

And clear to all her nearly ſully'd name. 

Long ſince I heard (unleſs my memory fail) 

A knight of France diſcloſe the pleaſing tale, 2240 
Before my ſire; what time from Gallia's port, 
He came a welcome gueſt to Media's court. 
Rinaldo then — Though ſuch a deed can raiſe, 
From ſuch an audience, little claim to praiſe; 

Yet, ſince you ſeek to know, my lips ſhall tell, 245 
With truth ſincere, how all in courſe befel. 1 
Indulgent hear—and let my tender age, 

My filial piety, alone engage 

Your partial voice, for ſcarce an annual fun | 

Had o'er my head his thrice five courſes run, 250 
Ginamo of Maganza, once inflam'd 

With rival love, his ſuit with Amon ha? d; 


For both, when youth was warm in either's breaſt, 


With love my mother in her bloom addreſs d. 
3 Long 
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Long time in vain their mutual hopes they try 'd, 255 
At length reſoly'd that combat ſhould decide ; 

When baſe Ginamo, with a daſtard's mind, th 

The conqueſt” yielded, and the fair reſign'd. 

But 'gainſt my ſire he nouriſh'd ſtill apart 


The worm of hatred gnawing in his heart, 260 


And, like his kindred, ever vers'd in guile, 
Would Amon's life betray by ſecret wile ; 
But all his treaſons fail d. When now at laſt 


Long years had brought oblivion of the paſt, 


Imperial Charles a ſolemn feaſt declar d, 265 


In honour of his natal day prepar'd. 
One day, when at the regal table plac'd, 
The king beheld the court with nobles grac'd, 
A ſudden thought revolving in his breaſt, 
5 He turn'd, and thus th' aſſembled peers addreſs'd: 270 
Unconquer'd friends! in every peril known, 
My ſtrength ! my arms! the bulwark of my throne! 
Let each before his king ſuch merit name, 


As from our hand the higheſt grace may claim. 


Each baron then in turn the ſilence broke, 275 


Theſe urg'd their modeſt plea, thoſe vaunting ſpoke. 


Amidſt the reſt my noble father roſe, 
And for his theme this ſingle merit choſe ; ; 
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That three fair ſons had bleſt his genial bed, 

In ſtripling age to feats of glory bred, 290 

With him in future Join'd, midſt all alarms, 

To guard the church and ſtate from foreign arms. 
Well-pleas'd imperial Charles my father heard, 

And ſoon his ſenſe to every gueſt appear'd ; 

The goblet, wont himſelf to uſe, he took, 285 

And reach'd to Amon with a ſmiling —_ 

When Gano's kinſman felt his treacherous heart 

Transpierc'd at once with Envy's keeneſt dart: 5 

| Ginamo, who i in ill with Gano vy'd, 

There preſent fate, and all that paſs d deſery d; 290 

And brook'd but little, to the court made known, 

Such honour, o'er himſelf, to Amon ſhown. 

New fuel now the ancient flame increas'd 

Of hatred, brooding in his! impious breaſt. 

So ſwell'd at length his rage, his rancour blind, 295 

(Heav' n will'd it ſo) no more by craft confin'd, 

From his fell ſoul deep ſchemes of malice broke, 

And with ſtern brow to Amon thus he ſpoke. 

: No longer, Amon, ſhalt thou falſely ſhine 

In borrow'd honours, never juſtly . 

Know that, reſponſive to my warm delie, 

Thy Beatrice confeſs'd an equal fire; 8 

me, „ Ott 
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Oft were we wont the ſweet effects to 8 
Of mutual wiſhes, and of mutual love.— 


| Hence ſprung theſe three fair boys—by me they live, 
My ſons !—and let thy wife the boaſt forgive: 306 


Leet her forgive, that now to thee reveal d, 
I ſpeak of bliſs long paſt— ſo long conceal'd. 


Thou too forgive—nor take the deed in ſcorn, 


Since from ſuch deed ſuch noble fruit was born, 310 


If Love with thee his power could ever uſe, | 
Thou know'ſt ſuch crimes no lover would refuſe. 
Then more no longer what is mine detain, 


Nor let me here demand my ſons in vain; 


a And, had not fear to pain a huſband's breaſt 315 


(Though juſt my cauſe) till now my ſpeech repreſt, 


Thou long ere this in better time had'ſt heard 


T his truth, ſo unexpected, fully clear'd 

But all muſt yield before a nobler * 

Paternal love, and generous thirſt of fame. 320 
He faid and ceas'd: the king by looks confeſs'd 

His high diſpleaſure, nor his ſpeech repreſt. . 

But moſt theſe words of dire infernal art 

Sunk, deeply ſunk, in wretched Amon's heart: 


Yet thus — Tis baſely falſe ! (enrag d he cries) | 325 


Fog? in that head, that magazine of lyes— 


| 1 Know 
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I know thee, earl! nor this the firſt I trace 
Of treaſons ſpringing from Maganza's race. 
And front to front (thou time and place ordain) 


This truſty ſword ſhall, what I ſpeak, maintain. 330 


A prudent man (Ginamo thus reply d) 
W ill try all other means ere arms are try'd. 
Who errs in this, we ſafely may confeſs. my 
His courage mighty, but his wiſdom leſs. 


For me, though harſh the proof to Amon' 5 ear, 3 35 


1 ſhall not pauſe to make my truth appear; 
So may my honour ſtand confirm'd of right, 
As fits my rank, and fits a loyal knight. 
Thus he; and ſpeaking, from his veſture drew, 
And ſudden held in all th' afſembly's view, 340 
Three coſtly rings, which for ſome ill deſign'd 3 
In former time, by his deep- plotting mind, 


Her maid, at his requeſt, from Beatrice purloin d. 

Theſe, now extending with a ſmiling look, 

He ſhow'd my fire, and thus, exulting, ſpoke. 345 
Are theſe unknown? Lo! Amon, thus we prove 

How Beatrice return'd our faithful love. EP 

Theſe were thy gifts (nor canſt thou this deny) 

When join'd with her, unbleſt, in Hymen's tye; 


And theſe undoubted proofs to all proclaim 3 50 


How thy raſh tongue has wrong' d Ginamo's fame. 


| 


% n A LD twlx 


Yet I forgive - nor need'ſt thou now repent, 

This truth confirm'd, confirms thy puniſhment. 

Why look'ſt thou, wretch ? Again theſe tokens view, 

Examine well and own Ginamo true. 5 

How then was Amon? Who can paint arignt : 

His ſtormy mind ?—-He vaniſh'd from the light, 

And impotent his frenzy to reſtrain, 

Would heal his honour with his conſort ſlain "= 

But ſhe, by ſecret meſſage, doom'd to hear 360 
Theſe cruel tidings with a trembling ear, 

| With us, her three unhappy ſons, retir'd, 

To ſhun the rage that firſt his boſom fir d; 

And with her ſire a ſure aſylum gain 7 


| Where ſafe from Amon's ſearch the dame rem ain d. 


| Till time ſhould clear the falſehood deep impreſt 366 
By i impious treaſon, 1 in her huſband's breaſt. 
+ To ſeek her now ſage Malagigi came, 
Who bore us all a kinſman's gentle name; 
The dame he counſell'd, I ſnould thence reſort, 370 
With both my brethren, to the regal court, 
That there to proof of arms I might defy 
Ginamo falſe, and give his tongue the lye: 
But firſt to me an oath the matron took, 


That nothing cer her faith to Amon ſhook, 37 5 


6 | And 


Bo 
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And call'd on Heaven to prove her word ſincere, 
By every truth that Chriſtian ſouls revere. 

Soon as I reach'd the court, the wretch I dar'd 
To ſingle fight; but he, with feign'd regard 


Of facred ties, would ſuch encounter ſhun, 350 


Nor lift (he cry'd) a hand againſt his ſon. 
J heard enrag'd, and every feature ſhow'd 
The high diſdain with which my boſom glow'd ; 


While he, who view'd my inexperienc d age, 


Beheld my death with ſecret glad preſage, "1 5 


Though with the looks of deep difſembling art 
He veild the paſſions of a ruthleſs heart. 
Impatient of delay, I ſtrait demand 

The rank of knight from Charles's kingly hand. 


With me my brethren equal grace obtain: 390 


And now, inroll'd in knighthood's noble train, 
Again II dar'd Ginamo to defy, 

Again I gave his treacherous tongue the lye, 

Till he, with outward ſhow of deep regret, 
As if conſtrain'd, the proffer'd challenge met. 395 
The ſpear I graſp'd, and juſtice, that inflam'd 

My fearleſs mind, my righteous weapon aim'd, 
While ſenſe of inward guilt and fraud bereav d 

His nerves of vigour, and his ſtroke deceiy _ 
His 
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His lance I felt not; but with mortal wound 400 


Ginamo from his ſaddle preſs'd the ground. 
O fair decrees of Heaven ! that give ſucceſs _ 
To ſacred truth, and falſehood's hopes depreſs ! 
Soon as my lance to earth the traitor threw, 


With eager ſpeed to take his life I flew, 40; 


But humbly he beſought that every ear, 
Ere yet he died, his dying words might hear: 
I then (no malice harbouring in my breaſt) 
Was little flow to grant his laſt requeſt : 


When he before his death the truth explain'd, 410 


Himſelf a traitor own'd, and Beatrice unſtain d. 
Each covert treaſon lurking in his mind, 

Each artifice againſt my fire deſign'd, 

He told, and to its former ſpotleſs fame 


| Reftor'd my mother's lately ſullied name. 415 


Full high the king extoll'd my conqueſt, gain' d 
Without a ſword, by ſingle ſpear obtain'd ; 
And hence I ſwore no {word to wield in fight, 
Till one I conquer'd from ſome potent knight, 


80 ſpoke Rinaldo; when, the tale complete, 420 


With change of features, riſing from her ſeat, 
The royal maid withdrew, and parting left 
Her heart, in anguiſh from her boſom reft _ 

nn. 1 Already 
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Already now the night with ſilent pace 

A third had travell'd of her humid race, 

And from her gloomy breaſt profuſer ſhed 

Deep, quiet ſleep o'er every mortal head: 

Yet the ſad queen, diſtracted with her pains, 
Love's fatal poiſon creeping through her veins, 

In vain attempts her weary eyes to cloſe ; 

The cares of love can never know repoſe : 

7 But oft her reſtleſs mind, in ſweet ee 
Revolves her lover's various gifts anew: 

Th' excelling valour that ſo rare appears 

8 With tender bloom of inexperienc'd years ; 


The nameleſs graces that unite to raiſe 


This theme of wonder, and this theme of praiſe. 


And now ſhe ponder'd, in her ſecret thought, 
W hat once a kindred female ſage had taught, 
Who long in various arts of magic wile, 
And vers'd in every lecret of the ſkies, 
Could tell how planets rule our world below, 
What good or ill we to their influence owe. 
She to the queen foretold, that potent love 
(And nothing human could th' effect remove) 


: Should for a Chriſtian knight her heart inflame, 


Of manly beauty and of warlike name 
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That ſhe to him would yield, in liberal hour, 
The praiſe of chaſtity's unſully'd flower, 
And thence, with ripening time, in matron throes, 450 
The ſecret offspring of her love diſcloſe ; 

Two goodly twins, by ruling fate decreed. 
5 To many a high, to many a generous deed: : 

The one a male, and one a female, born 
To rank with thoſe whoſe names the earth adorn. 45 5 

When from the mind is baniſh'd calm repoſe, 

Alas! ! no calm the wretched body knows. 
Now here, now there, ſhe tries her irkſome bed, 


In vain Where er ſhe moves all reſt is fled! 1 


Oft to the eaſt ſhe turns her longing eyes, 460 


To mark if yet Aurora's beams ariſe ; ; 
If yet ſome ſtreaks appear of glimmering light, 
So hateful now the downy plumes of night. | 
Soon as the morn, with tints of various hue, 
Appear'd, and welcome day-break met her view, 46 5 
She waited not her train's accuſtom'd aid, 
But her fair limbs in coſtly veſts array d. 
Slow ſeem'd each menial fair, and now ſhe mov'd 


Each dame to ſmile, and gently now reprov” d; 3 


And, ſcarcely by her faithful maidens join d, 470 


vhe went in haſte her noble gueſts to find. 
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As the tall cypreſs from the genial bed 

Of foſtering earth exalts its ſtately head, 

Sets all the beauties of its form to ſhow, 

As if in ſcorn of baſer ſhrubs below : _ 47 
So ſeem'd her lover to th admiring queen, 8 
So midſt the throng his ſtature, looks, and mien 4 
While o'er the reſt his godlike front he rais'd, 

From which a thouſand beams of glory blaz d. 


With ſweet regard ſhe firſt the knight addreſs d, 450 


Through Acatana then ſhe led her gueſt, 

Her regal town ; to him the temples ſhow' d, 
Where chiefs of old their laureld trophies ſtow'd ; 
The ſtately tombs for her forefathers made, 


The lofty domes, the public ways diſplay'd; 485 


Each wall, each fortreſs, each aſpiring tower, 
And all her wealth reveal'd, and all her power. 
The evil, nouriſh'd, works unſeen i its way, 
Till life begins to walte by flow decay : 
All impotent her paſſion to control, 490 
Love fills up every paſſage of her ſoul : 
Her mien is chang'd, and now to ſpeak ſhe tries, 
Now on her lip the timorous accent dies 
In half-form'd words, and now with reſtleſs tread 
She moves, now gazes round, now droops her head. 
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Oſt from her heart ſhe heaves a mournful figh ; 496 
Full oft the tears would trickle from her eye, 
But ſhame forbids—now earth ſhe ſilent views, 


And now with upward looks would Heaven accuſe. 


At length ſhe fix'd, unhappy, to diſcloſe _ 500 


To her lov'd nurſe the cauſe of all her woes. 
My Helidonia! by whoſe tender care 
; 1 liv'd when firſt I breath'd the vital air, 


From whom theſe lips the milky moiſture drew, : 


In whom alone a mother's name I knew, e 


i Aſſiſt me now when ſtrange deſires infeſt 
The deep receſſes of my virgin breaſt : 
Yet ſcarcely known, ſo ſtrong this evil grows, 


As threatens ſoon my wretched days to cloſe. 


My ſuffering from theſe foreign gueſts 1 dare, 510 


The elder rules thy F loriana's fate— 
Ah! ſee'ſt thou not how beauty, valour, g grace, 
Excel in him, the firſt of human race. 


Ah me !—ah! never, never thence to part, 


How deep his form is imag'd in my heart ! 515 


How every action to my ſight appears! 

How every word {till vibrates in my ears ! 
Ah! mother, ſhall I dare to thee proclaim | 
My ſecret wiſh to indulge thig wretched flame? 


\ 


But 
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But whither rove I ?—firſt let earth enhume 520 
My living body in her opening womb, * 

Ere, chaſtity, I break thy ſacred tie— 

If death awaits—I ſtand prepar'd to die. 

She ceas'd to ſpeak; then dry'd the tears ſhe ſhed 
In copious ſtreams, and hung her 8 head: 52 5 
Awhile the ancient crone revoly'd i in mind, 
What once the magic propheteſs divin'd, 

B ull well ſhe ſaw, by every ſign expreſt, 

How love had ſeiz d the queen's unhappy. breaſt; 
Awhile in ſilence and ſuſpenſe ſhe ſtay'd, — 530 
At length in accents mild this anſwer made. = 

My child! my queen 1 for both I hold thee 4 
No mortal conquers Fate's reſiſtleſs will: 
Th' enfeebled bark, amidſt the war of waves, 

With tackling torn, in vain the tempeſt braves: 535 
Nor muſt we hope to paſs the certain bound, 
Preſcrib'd in deſtiny's eternal round. 

1 ſpeak what many, many a proof has ſhown 

In rolling time, by long experience known. 
If all thy efforts may ſucceſsful prove, CA $40 
From thy fad heart to pluck this rooted love, 
Bid other wiſhes, other hopes aſpire, BREW 

And warm thy boſom with ſome new deſire, 


_— Nou 
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Rouſe, rouſe thy virtue — burſt this tyrant's chain, 
This venom'd worm chat gnaws in every vein, 545 
That threatens to deſtroy thy virgin-fame, 

Which loſt, all beauty is an empty. name. 

| But if each counſel fail—as much I fear 


By every ſign—why ſhed the fruitleſs tear ? 5 


If ſtronger deſtiny thy life purines, 5 650. 


Let human weakneſs thy defeat excuſe. 

And ſince th enchantreſs, from this venial crime 
Declar'd ſuch mighty g good to future time, 
No longer from thyſelf, from us, withhold | 


Thy double offspring, thus to fame foretold. 559 
She ſaid, and ſpeaking, ſooth'd the princely ans, 


And ſoften'd in her ſoul the ſenſe of ſhame; 
Her hopes exalted, gave her fears relief, 
Increas'd her paſſion, and allay'd her grief. 

' Now Floriana bent her thoughts to prove, 560 
What means might crown with bliſs her eager love, 
And Amon's ſon with kindred warmth inſpire, 
Some portion of her heart's conſuming fire. 

At firſt ſhe tries, with every winning grace, 
To make the Paladin her faith embrace, e 565 
With promiſe to receive him for her ſpouſe, 

| And with the regal crown inveſt his brows ; 


5 EE Since, 
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Since, at his death, to her directing band - 
Her ſire bequeath'd the rule of Media's land: 
But when no ſuit like this his ſoul can move, +, 
She turns her baffled aim new ſchemes to prove; = 
With art-and ſtudy (beauty's powerful arms) 
She ſeeks to improve the luſtre of her charms : 
She ſers i in lovelieſt form her golden hair, 
Her perſon decks with garments rich and fair; 575 
Then lively painted in the mirror's face, 
With joy contemplates every riſing grace. 
So, after ſhowers, ſome gaudy bird diſplays 
And ſmooths his plumes in Phoebus! gliſtening rays. | 
Now with ſoft glances, now with ſighs profound, $80 1 
She to the knight reveals her ſecret wound, : 
While from her piercing eyes the darting fires 
Inflame his kindling breaſt to like deſires. 
Rinaldo with the ſoft infection ſighs, 
And ſmile for ſmile and glance for glance replies; 585 | 
And while his boſom owns a purer flame, 
Love bends him now to this all-conquering dame. 
A ſpacious garden near the palace lay, 

Where Flora's hands her treaſur'd ſweets diſplay : 
Here only from th* apartments they repair, 590 
Thi apartments of the knight and royal fair: 


Q 2 Here 
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Here oft at morn would Floriana rove, 

To taſte the freſhneſs of the breezy grove. 

One day ſhe form'd, to deck her graceful head, 

A crown of roſes from their fragrant bed, 595 

And near a ſtream, that trill'd with wanton play, 15 

Along the dewy turf reclin'd ſhe lay. 

Oſt with herſelf, and oft by fancy fir'd, 
With him ſhe commun'd whom her foul defir'd, 


Ah! my Rinaldo ! ſhall I ever live 600 


To ſhare that biiſs which thou alone canſt give? 
Now came the Paladin, and chanc'd to hear 
E Th' enamour'd fair-one with enraptur'd ear. 

How look'd they both, when each the other view d! 
Ober every feature fluſh 'd the mantling blood ! bog 
With ſoft deſire in either boſom rais'd, 5 
'T hey trembling, ſilent, on each other gaz'd ; 

While in their humid eyes a dancing gleam 


Play'd, as in waves the ſun's reflected beam. 


Fair Venus ſmil'd, and from her heaven above, 610 


Shed on the place Idalian ſweets of love. 
Thus many a day the Paladin remain'd _ 
Wich Media's queen, in ſoft oblivion chain'd : 


The ſecond paſſion (foe to love and fame) 55 
Had nearly ſtifled all his former flame : ou | 


Book IX. RINA LD O. 229 
A length a ſodden chance oomyell's the knight 
(Unlook? d lor, chance) to take his ſpeedy flight, 
Reviv'd the firſt and honour-bred defire, 

F 0 quench the ſecond and ignoble fire. 
Ih he ſtar of love, with gentle beams array d, 620 
His golden locks in higheſt heaven diſplay'd; 
The ſun adorn'd his brows with ſplendor bright 
To grace the eaſtern {kies with fairer ngne;- 
When by Rinaldo, who with ſleep oppreſt, 
Forgot his tolls and cares in balmy reſt, 625 
A blooming virgin in a dream was ſen, 
In ſnow-white veſtment with deſponding mien: 

But yet her mournful face ſuch luſtre ſhed, 

So ſweet a calm was oer her features ſpread, 

Ar firſt he deem'd his eyes Aurora view'd, 630 

Who, with her preſence, ſmiling day renew'd: 

But when on her he fix'd his eager ſight, 

T hough ſcarce his ſenſe could bear th oppreſſive light, 

He deem'd his once-lov'd Clarice he knew, 

No lying form which ſleeping fancy drew: 635 

He thought the beauties of her face appear'd, „ 

He thought the muſic of her voice he heard: 

That, ſeem'd with gentle looks his ſoul to cheer, 

This, touch'd with mild reproach his conſcious ear. 
"9 | Ah! 
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Ah! love unchang'd! ah ! faith without a ſtain! 640 
Ah! ſuch the boaſt of knighthood's noble train! 
Who give each fickle promiſe to the wind, 
And pay, with fraud, the fond believing mind. 
Canſt thou, Rinaldo, baniſh from thy heart 


Her who could never from thy image part | ö 864 


Canſt thou to other charms a victim prove, 
| Forgetful of thy firſt, thy nobler love ? 


Turn, wanderer turn to my Niem brave wake 


- Each hour, alas! J languiſh for thy ſake. 


"TS thee theſe tears, to thee theſe ſighs 128 6 50 
Too certain tokens of the pangs I feel! 5 
: But if my grief, my fond affection fail 
To touch thy ſoul thy honour may prevail — 
Shall it be ſaid Rinaldo thus retires, 
Th Media loſt, a prey to looſe deſires ? x: 655 
Submits to ſhackles from a Pagan dame, | 
Nor heeds the ſound of arms or voice of fame: 2 
5 8 ſaid; and ſpeaking thus, like vapours light, 
Diffolv'd i in air, and vaniſh'd from his ſight. 
The youth, awaking, gaz'd with anxious pain, 6060 
To find his fair-one; but he gaz'd in vain. 
With riſing ſenſe of inward ſhame depreſt, 
Diſdain and anger kindled in his breaſt: 


Ui 
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His former love its wonted power regain'd, 

The ſecond vaniſh'd, and no more remain'd. 665 
At once he ſeiz'd his veſt, and arms in haſte, 

And round his limbs the mail terrific brac'd; 

When lo ! it chanc'd the ſculptur d form he view'd 
Of lovely Clarice, that near him ſtood; 8 


Now mute and moveleſs, as the pillar'd ſtone, 670 


His eyes, his thoughts, are fix'd on this alone : 

At length, lik& one who, held in number IJ chains, 

The viſion vaniſh'd, all his power regains, | 

Sudden he rouz'd, the ties lethargic broke, 

And claſp'd his hands, and thus impaſſion'd ſpoke. 675 
How could I eer, oh! once my ſoul's delight, 

With ſuch return a love like thine requite ? 

Though all thy other merits vanquiſh mine, 

My conſtant truth ſhould ſure have equall'd thine ! — 

Diſloyal treacherous knight! —thy falſehood view, 689 

And let thy puniſhment the guilt purſue — 

But ah! what greater ſuffering can I know, 

Than all the pangs that from repentance flow? 

This faid; he call'd his friend and bade reſume 


His cuiraſs, mail, and helm with creſted plume; 68 5 


Adjur'd him then by every friendly tie, 
With him in haſte from Media's court to fly. 
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When he, who fought | in all things to fulfil 

Rinaldo's wiſh, prepar'd to obey his will; 

Yet mildly aſk'd what cauſe had ſway'd his breaſt, 690 
And Amon's courteous ſon the cauſe confeſs'd. 0 
As, when the ſyrens warble o'er the main, 5 

The cautious pilot flies th* enchanting ſtrain, 
Spreads every ſail to catch the favouring breeze, 
And cuts with every oar the buxom ſeas 5 6095 


Rinaldo thus, who warm in fancy hears 


55 The wretched queen, and ſees her ſtreaming tears, 


Flies from that grief which might his thoughts control, 
And ſhake the ſteadfaſt purpoſe of his ſoul; 
Departs in ſilence, while his breaſt retains 700 
A tender ſenſe of Floriana's pains : 5 8 
Though quench'd his flame, her memory ſtill he keeps 
And o'er her fortune ſoft-ey'd pity weeps. 

Her beauty, courteſy, ſuch tribute claim, 

And all the virtues that adorn her name. 705 
| Fain would he pour the balm to ſooth the woes 5 
That menace ſoon to baniſh her repoſe, 

But fears to her his dire reſolve to own, 


And with his friend departs to all unknown, 
END OF THE NINTH BOOK, 
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Deſpair of Floriana on the departure of Rinaldo. She ſends 
ſeveral knights after him; but theſe being defeated, return 
without ſucceſs, Her grief and lamentation. She attempts 
ber own life: intervention of Medea an enchantrefs. Rinaldo 
and Florindo travel over ſeveral kingdoms, and embark on 
board a veſſel, when they are overtaken by a dreadful ſtorm. 
The ſhip is wrecked ; but Rinaldo efcapes by ſwimming, 
and arrives at a caſtle, where he is hoſpitably entertained, 
His encounter with a ſtrange knight, His arrival at the 
camp of Charlemain, where he engages and overthrows 
Gryphon in the jouſts. He makes himſelf known to the 
emperor and the Chriſtian leaders, and is velcomed with 
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OF 
Rur cruel love, though ever veil'd his eyes, 
That, ſoon or late, each hidden deed deſeries, 
To Media's queen, by certain tokens, ſpread 


The fatal tidings of her lover fled, 
Who left her thus abandon'd and forlorn, 5 


In floods of grief her hapleſs ſtate to mourn. 

Sad Floriana now her anguiſh vents 
In mingled ſighs and tears and loud laments; 5 
Now, ſilent, wrapt in thoughtful gloom appears; 3 
Nor objects ſtrike her eyes, nor ſounds her ears; 10 
And had not ſtill (tho' loſt her maiden fame) 
Some- conſcious ſenſe ſurviv'd of honeſt ſhame ; ; 
A ſenſe, which Rill her lofty ſoul retain'd, 
Which till each act in decent bounds reſtrain'd, 28 

| Her 
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Her bloomy cheek, fair neck, and ivory breaft, 15 
And lovely treſſes had her rage confeſt ; 
Vet long as day its golden beams diſplay” a; 

Her ſteps around the regal city ſtray'd : 

From place to place ſhe flew with reſtleſs mien, 


8 As ill beſeem'd a noble dame and queen. 20 


So fares a wretch that in himſelf retains 


Some evil ſpirit (miniſter of pains) 
From whom he feels internal war, nor knows 


One lender interval of bleſt repoſe. 


O power of love! that rules all human kind, 25 


And clouds, with error's miſt, our reaſoning mind! 
At length her thoughts the only means ſuggeſt 
To kindle hope, extinguiſh'd in her breaſt: 
Some knights to ſend from all her martial crew, 

: By land and ſea her lover to purſue; _ 30 
That might or eloquence or force employ 

To bring him back, and with him every joy ; 

And, ſhould their prayers and ſoft demeanor fail, 


At leaft with courage and with arms prevail. 


This done; with doubtful trembling heart ſhe ſtay'd - 
Their wiſh' d return, and ſear'd each day delay d: 36 5 


Like ſome pale priſoner doom'd in chains to wait 


The hour that muſt decide his wretched fate. 


Too 
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Too well her looks to every eye diſplay 
The anxious pains that on her boſom prey: 40 
Her faltering words, her mournful geſtures ſhow | 
Too certain tokens of her inward woe, SE 
But lo! the third ſucceeding day there came 

Six knights of thoſe ſelected by the dame 
To o'ertake the noble youth : theſe ſix return'd, 48 
Their hopes defeated, and their proweſs ſpurn' d; | 
The firſt aſſault vnable to ſuſtain, 

Stretch'd by Rinaldo wounded on the plain ; 
As theſe, againſt his will, united ſtrove. 
To force him back to Media's court and love. 50 
Before the lofty dame theſe ſix appear d, 

When from amidſt their number one was heard. 
O queen! we went and ſoon the knights we view d, 
Who with impatient ſpeed their way purſu d: 
And now, perſuaſion s every art apply d 55 
To win the youths, againſt them next we try'd 
The power of threats, and laſt with arms affail'd ; 
But prayers, and threats, and ſterner combat fad. 
When courteous we began, 1 in courteous wiſe Oz 
The ſon of Amon * fram' d his fair replies „„ 
With ſpecious reaſons urg'd to heal the blame, 
Which ſtain d for ſecret flight his better name; 
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That he reluctant from your ſeats withdrew, 
And gladly would the Median court review ; 


But firſt he ſought, compell'd by ſudden chance, | 65 


Great Pepin's * ſon amid the plains of F rance. 
With what a winning grace the knight appear d! 
With what a placid air our menace heard! 


And every ſpeech, of fierce and haughty ſtrain, ; 


Return'd with mild addreſs and words humane. 70 


But when in arms he found determin'd foes, 


Then ſwell'd his wrath, then high his courage roſe; 5: 
Tremendous then his wonted valour ſhone, 

Our ſpears he met, an eafy conqueſt won, 3 
And all our ſtrength diffoly'd like ſnow before the 


ſun. WY ood. 
And now ſubjected to his ſovereign will, 


The victims of his power to fave or kill, 
Our lives (he ſaid) had ſure aton'd the fault 
Of ſuch unknightly, unprovok'd aſſault, 


But ſince he wiſh'd that ever for thy ſake, ee > 


All thoſe who ſerv'd thee ſhould his love partake, 
He hop'd to pay, by grace on us beſtow 'd, 

In part that duty which to thee he ow'd. 
80 ſpoke the knight; and like a barbed 4 
Each word he utter d pierc'd his ſovereign's heart. 85 


* CHARLEMAIN, 


Her 
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Her ſpirit here's, releas'd from fleſhly chains, 
To quit its priſon and its mortal pains; 
But owly ſoon again poſſeſſion take 
Of thoſe fair limbs it languiſh'd to forſake. 

At length the dame, recovering round her threw 90 
Her heavy eyes, and now th' apartment knew, 
To which convey'd, her maids with decent care, 

On her own bed had plac'd the ſwooning — 

She ſaw her ſilent damſels waiting near, 

She ſaw on every cheek the duteous tearz 95 
Till feigning now to indulge the reſt requir d, 
She will d them to depart, and each retir'd. 

Thus left alone, her tears no more repreſt, 
0 'erflow'd her face and trickled down her breaſt ; 
And from her inmoſt boſom ſeem'd to fs. 200 
Hier troubled ſoul in one collected ſigh ; 
Then, claſping both her hands, a furious look. 
As on herſelf ſhe turn'd, and thus ſhe ſpoke. = 
Where am I? wherefore this unworthy ſcene L 
Do tears like theſe become a powerful queen ?— 10 G 
No, Floriana—thou with generous ſcorn _ 
Reject ſuch plaints to ſouls ignobly born; 
And ſhew by every proof of conſcious worth, 
The royal blood to which thou ow'ſt thy birth. 
Z While 
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While fortune ſmil'd on all thy joys below; 110 
And heaven had never yet appear'd thy foe „ 
While ſpotleſs chaſtity thy praiſe endear'd; | 

Thy life was happy, and thy name rever'd ! ! 

But now, thy honour, life's s ſole bleſſing, loſt, 


Thy every hope by heaven and fortune croſt, 115 


Die, wretched queen!—hor fear by death to gain 
| A welcome paſſage from a world of pain. 
For, ah! thy virtue gone, thou canſt but know 


Succeeding ſtings of ſhame, remorſe, and woe! 


O ſovereign Jove! who hear'ſt me from above, 120 


And vie w'ſt this iſſue of unhappy love; 
If prayer, like mine, can pierce the heavenly ſphere, 
If prayer, like mine, can touch thy pitying ers. 


If pure devotion from a mortal breaſt | 


E' er mov'd thy power to grant a juſt requeſt; 125 


Loet him, through whom in cruel death I bleed, 
Let him receive his juſt his equal meed ! 


Give him, O righteous king! in love to burn 


por ſome proud female that diſdains return; 
And let him witneſs, from th' ignoble herd, 130 


Some worthleſs lover to himſelf preferr'd : 
Yet ſure to ſuch a treacherous heart belongs 


Far other puniſhment to avenge my wrongs : 


15 Thine 
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Thine be the cauſe !—nor know I to require, 


What equals his deſerts, or my defire— 6 1335 


But wherefore thus to female wailings fly! — 

"Tis now no time to ponder but to die 
Away with words !—one act concludes the ſtrife, 
This fatal moment ends my woes and life. 
She ſaid; and frantic then a dagger claſp'd, 140 
Which once the valiant ſon of Amon * gr aſp'd: 
While this all naked in her hand ſhe took, 
She view'd it with a ſtern determin” 4 look : 4 


A fadden warmth, from fearleſs paſſions bred, 


Fluſh'd every feature to a deepening red; z 146 


And with a firmneſs, ſcarce by mortals view „d, 
The dame, i in words like theſe, her ſpeech renew 2d. 
: O falſe Rinaldo but O pitying ſteel! —_ 


The wounds thy lord has made, tis thou mull heed} 


His ſecret flight has cleft this heart in twain, 150 


That but ſurviy'd to feel increaſing pain; 
Thy friendly point ſhall give by death relief 

To that which but ſurviv'd to nouriſh grief. 
The firſt dire ſtroke my heart of bliſs bereaves - 
The gentler ſecond all its care relieves. 155 
That, every g good deſtroys which lovers know ; 1 - 


This, cures the ſharpeſt pangs of human woe. 
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Thou, conſcious bed ! while happier days allow'd, 
Dear witneſs of the peace by love beſtow'd, 
Alas ! how chang'd my now diſaſtrous ſtate, 7 $0@ 
Sad witneſs of thy Floriana's fate ! 
And as thou once, within thy friendly breaſt. 
Receiv'dſt thy queen, of every wiſh poſſeſt, 
So now receive her, pale with ſhortening breath, 
1 he laſt faint ſtruggles ſoon to end in death: 16g 
Receive my blood here drink the crimſon tide, 5 
And tell the world how F loriana died. 
Then, with dry eyes, her boſom firſt ſhe bar'd— LY 
And rais'd her weapon, for the ſtroke prepar d; 
; But lo! the ſteel, abhorrent of her gore. 170 
Fell from her graſp, and harmleſs preſs'd the floor ; ; 
When, with a whirlwind blaſt, wide open flew 
The dark balcony, and expos'd to view 
A wondrous car, and to the yoke conſtrain'd, 
Four monſtrous birds of uncouth figure rein'd. 175 
There ſate a matron, in whoſe features ſage 


Were read deliberate thought and reverend age: 


 Medea this, who fkill'd i in magic lore, 


With Floriana's fire one mother bore ; 


In ſuch diſtreſs, a timely aid ſhe came, 1% 


From black deſpair to ſnatch the regal dame. 
Wan er 
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Whate' er had chanc'd her preſcient {kill divin'd, 

The lover fugitive, the death deſign'd; 5 

And hither, bent on ſpeed, ſhe drove from far 
Through elemental ſtorms her rapid car, 18 3 
Entering ſhe ſaw her royal niece reſume 
The fallen ſteel, to fix her cruel doom : 

at once her arm the ſtruggling fair embrac d, 
And ſeiz'd the dagger with preventive haſte; 


Then ſudden o 'er her eyes and boſom threw 190 
(Of potent aid) ſome drops of magic dew, 


That ſoon with ſleep her drowſy lids oppreſs d, 

And lull'd each paſſion to lethargic reſt. 

This ancient dame, i in every ſecret taught, 
F rom Lethe's ſhore th' enchanted liquor brought, 19 5 

Of power the weary members to repair, 

And blunt the ſtings of heart- corroding care--: 
While ſlumber thus the fair one's eye-lids weigh'd, 
Her on the car the ſage enchantreſs laid, 

Herſelf aſcending, ſeated at her fide, _ 200 
She ſnatch'd the reins their deſtin d courſe to guide. 
| The chariot flew, its miſtreſs to obey, 

And cut through fleccy clouds i its vaporous way. 
Not with ſuch ſwiftneſs ſtoops from upper K es 
The bird, that views the ſun with ſteadfaſt eyes: 205 
. 2 Not 
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Not the bright rocket mounts with equal ſpeed, 

Nor from the bow-ſpring flies the feather d reed. 

An iſle there lies amidſt the breezy main, 

Beyond the bounds that mariners reſtrain, 
Alcides' bounds, where ſhips with danger ride, 210 
And Calpe's mountain parts the roaring tide. 

In this abode, this far-ſequeſter'd ſeat, 


W here peace and gladneſs hold their bleſt retreat, 
Where frolic paſtime ſports, where all unite 


To form a ſmiling region of delight, 215 


'Tis ſald chat Jove the manſion has aſſign 'd 
For her oes, once the pride of human-kind; 
When worn with labour, or with years oppreſt, 
Their fouls releas d, aſpire to endleſs reſt 

No further cares, no evils here annoy, 220 
Fach, near approaching, feels the general j joy : 
For gifts like theſe the wondrous region fam'd, 
Is hence by all Taz ISLE OF PLEASURE nam'd. 


Hither th' enchantrefs ſteer'd her airy flight, 


Here ſtay'd her wheels, and bade the car alight ; 22 25 


Here on ſoſt turf ſhe laid the Median queen, 
Wak'd from ſalubrious ſleep with mind ſerene : 
No more the thorn of love torments her breaſt, 


No more ſhe mourns the blefling once poſſeſt; 


| Fo Y et 
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Vet fix d remembrance of her wrong retains, 230 
Though not a trace of former grief remains. 
In this fair iſle, where heaven's benign ant hand 
Sheds every grace to bleſs the happieſt land, 
Where Delos' mighty god his temperate rays 
Diffuſes round to give the genial days; 235 
Where rich on golden ſtalks the ruby gleams, 
Where glide the ſportive fiſh through cryſtal ſtreams; 
Her royal niece in this ſequeſter'd ſent 
Medea keeps her own, her lov'd retreat. 
| Meantime, with brave Florindo, on his way 240 
Went Amon' os ſon, i impatient of delay ; "25 
The force of F loriana s knights ſubdu'd, 
Who late with hoſtile arms his flight purſu' d. 
His former love, rekindling in his breaſt, 
The youth to Europe's climes his ſpeed addrels'd; 245 
The Median realms and countries left behind, 
Where nations dwell of unbelieving kind. 
Now Media's ſpacious kingdom travers'd o er, 
To reach Armenia's lands their courſe they bore, 
Armenia, greater nam'd, whoſe ſovereign lord F 250 
Late ſunk the victim of F lorindo's ſword: —_ 
With this, Aſſyria paſt, they journey'd on 
To Soria, firft by Syria's title known ; 

* RINALDQ. + FRANCARD®. 
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Here, on Baruti's coaſt, a bark obtain'd, 


When general calm o'er ſky and ocean reign'd, 2 55 
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Their ſafety now to daſhing waves conſign'd, 


Each bellying fail extended to the wind, 


The happy iſle“ they view, of old fo dear 


To beauty' s queen, who rules the ſilver ſphere; * 


And that + where Jove, a cradled infant, lay: 


Not far remote, Morea they ſurvey ; 


260 


With Sicily, where three fam'd mountains ſhow 5 


heir airy brows, and ſhade the deeps below. 


While thus their pleaſing voyage they purſue, 


And round them caſt by turns a tranquil view, 265 


The ſkilful pilot every night deſcries 


Ten thouſand ſtars that deck the fable ſkies ; 
Obſerves the fam'd Triones' golden gleam, 


And arm'd Orion's more refulgent beam; 5 


The ſtormy Hyades, Arcturus low, 
Oſt-time to mariners preſaging woe. 


270 


He marks the moon, and ſees her viſage ſpread. 
With vapoury clouds, and fluſh'd with fiery red. 


So look'd ſhe once, perchance, with bluſhes dy'd, 


When naked ſeen amid the limpid ride. 


Diſmay'd the pilot ſtands, his colour flies, 
And ſaddening doubts within his boſom riſe. 


* CyPRUs, 
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Lo! falling ſtars ſhoot through the murky night, 

And leave behind a flender trail of light: 

As whizzing rockets fir'd, that upward tend, 280 
Their fury ſpent, again to earth deſcend. 

And now a ſhoal of reſtleſs dolphins cleave 

With rapid fins the ſurface of the wave. 

Ah me! I ſee too well (the pilot cries) 

That ftormy Eolus to arms defies. | „ 

To every ſound he turns his liſtening cars, , 
And ſilent ſighs at every ſound he hears: 

ae he toſſing billows foam and rave below, 

As pent- up fires in caverns fiercer glow : 

Through night's deep womb 1} is dreadful heard around 

The howls of Juno thro' the dark profound. 291 

Now Eolus bids all his winds engage, 55 

Burſts their ſtrong caves, and ſtimulates their rage. 

Impatient each the battle firſt would try, 

Before his fellow each impatient fly: EOS 295 

The earth wide trembles to their iſſuing roar, 
And what but late was fix'd, is fix'd no more, 
While jarring elements, commixt in fight, 

One horror hides in univerſal night. 

Torn from his loweſt ſeat, black ocean raves, 1 -:- 
And foams and bellows with reſounding waves; 

R 4 3 
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Air louder groans—the pilot ſees his foes _ 

Thick and more thick the ſuffering baik encloſe, 

And ſtrains his powers a bold defence to make, 

| Inviting each his labours to partake. 305 

The few, of no avail with heart or hand, 

Whoſe terrors but diſturb the failor-band, 

Are ſent below, where leſs the eye or ear 

May ſee the tempeſt, or the tumult hear. 

Now ſome, with ſpeed, the larger fails unbind, 310 

The toplail, only left, receiyes the wind, 2 

One, with ſhrill ſignal, gives command to all; 
Each, ready at his poſt, obeys the call : 

But what, alas! can ſkill or toil avail, 

When more the furies of the ſtorm aſſail 313 

The recling bark, o'er which proud ocean flows, 

Like ſome fierce chief above his yielding foes? 
Torn from the deck the refluent tides would ſweep 

The ſtruggling ſeamen in th ' unfathom'd deep, D 

But theſe, adher'd to cords and tackling, ſave 320 

Their lives ſome moments from a watery grave. 

Now Neptune wWhirls his forky ſpear ſo high, = 

| He ſeems, at war with Jove, to threat the ſky : 

The trembling crew, with force impetuous driven, 

Are borne amidlt th' eternal lights of heaven, 325 
ö hen, 
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Then, plunging down, behold on either hand 

A liquid wall, and ſtrike againſæ the land. 

Nor leſs the fury of the rattling wind 

Now drives before, and now impels behind, 

The e gi iddy ſhip, till with a ſounding blaſt 3 30 

Fi ierce Borcas ſaaps in twain the cracking maſt, 

And, frozen as himſelſ, at once imparts 

A mortal coldneſs to the ſailors' hearts. D 

Ah! who can paint what pangs each boſom well! ? 

What horrors now in every feature dwell ; 335 

While winds and floods in dreadful conteſt : vye, 

And death ter rific gla res in every eye? 

This mourns a ſon, and that a widow d 9 

Dear comforts in the peaceful hours of life : : 
This a lov'd father left behind, depreſt „„ 1 

With creeping age, with poverty diſtreſt ; ge 

And that his friends (a try'd, a faichful tr any. 

Never, ah ! never to be ſeen again: 

And ſome, to whom ſuch ties are little Ta 

No danger feel, no ſufferings but their own. 345 

While ſome devoutly bending to the ſkies, = 

With hands uplifted, and imploring eyes, 

Addrefs'd that heaven, which now ſurrounding night 

In pitchy darkneſs veil'd from human ſight : 


ad 
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And if through opening clouds they catch the gleam 


Of fiery meteors that in ether ſtream, 351 
New terrors riſe; they fear that heaven declares 
Theſe ſigns of anger, and rejects their prayers. 


=o 


Rinaldo now, anniaft the foaming main 


c Commands the boldeſt of the ſailor- train . 355 


To launch the ſkiff, in this diſtreſsful ſtate 
Himſelf and friend to ſnatch from threaten'd fate; 
For ſoon he hopes, by ſtrength of labouring oar, 
To paſs the ſeas, and ſafely reach the ſhore : 


But from the ſhip he firſt remov'd with care 360 


His ſword, his gallant ſteed, and ſculptur d fair, : 

5 The crafty ſeaman, who the veſſel ſteer'd, SRL 
Who more his own than other s danger fear d, 

Left adding weight to that already ſftow'd, 

The lender bark ſhould fink beneath her load, 365 

| Himſelf ſecur'd, the cable cuts in twain, w 

Forſakes the ſhip, and ſcuds along the main, 

While all Rinaldo's threats and prayers are vain. 

And now the ſhip at either opening ſide 


Admits the influx of the hoſtile tide, 5 370 


The failors toil to cloſe the gaping ſeams, 
And to the ſea return the briny ſtreams.” 
Lo l where the furious wind with A roar 


Prom the high ſtern the faithful rudder tore: 


Full 
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Full on the pilot's head a billow broke, 375 
The hapleſs pilot (ſtunn'd beneath the ſtroke) 
Plung'd to the deep abyls, and in his fall 
Involv'd the laſt, the common hopes of all. 

What now can fave the ſhatter'd veſſel, toſt 
On boiling waves, her guide and rudder loſt? 30 
The wretched ſeaman's {kill avails no more, 

Deſpair and horror rule the fatal hour. 

A freezing hand now preſſes every heart, 

And more than ice congeals each vital part. 

You only, g generous pair ! you only ſeem 7 335 

With mind compos d in peril's dire extreme 1 | 
As if in every feature ſhone expreſt 

The godlike virtues of a dauntleſo realt, 

Daſh'd on a rock in thouſand fragments fies 

The wretched veſſel ſhrieks and piercing cries 390 = 

Are heard around — ſome call on Macon's name, 

And ſome, in death, their purer faith proclaim. 

This, with an arm above the waves appears, 

That, ſcarce his forchead o'er the water rears. . 
One climbs a rock, and one a wreck attains 3 395 

One by his comrade's help his ſinking weight ſuſtains. 

Rinaldo and his friend, as chance ſupply'd, 

| Had ſeiz d a plank that floated on the tide: 


To: 
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To this one nervous hand adheſive held, 


And one the fierce and angry waves repell'd, : 400 


That fill return'd, which theſe with panting breath 
| Ejecting, ſpurn'd the bri ny tides beneath 
With ſinewy feet: long time they held their courſe | 
Through warring billows with unconquer'd force; 


Till ver their heads huge mountain- waves deſcend, 


And part Rinaldo from his gentle friend. 406 


Florindo loſt the plank, by which ſo late 
They both had ſtruggled long with adverſe fate. 


Still Amon's generous ſon his friendſhip arid 


: T aſſiſt the youth, and for the life he loves 410 


Oſt riſks his own but ruthleſs fate denies, 
1 he cloſing waters round F lorindo riſe, 


And ſnatch him from Rinaldo's longing eyes. 


Rinaldo now, a prey to black deſpair, 
Deteſts himſelf, deteſts ethereal air; 415 
Now, now reſolves no longer to contend 


Wich angry waves, but to the deep deſcend, 


A willing victim with his lifeleſs friend. 


But reaſon ſoon, with ſtronger power, aflails 


The frantic knight, till better thought prevails. 429 : 


His purpoſe chang” d, again with ſtrength renew'd 


Fiis pliant lim bs divide th' oppoſing Rood, 
CE That 
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That murmurs at his breaſt; and ſoon he ſpies 
Where o'er the tide the land in proſpect lies. 
Now with redoubled ſtrength his feet, his hands 425 
He plies, and treads at length the welcome ſands, 5 
Where on ſmooth pebbles roll the murmuring ſeas ; ; 
Then with uplifted eyes, on bending knees, 

With grateful heart his vows to heaven he paid, = 
For life preſerv'd by heaven's all- powerful aid. 430 
But when his mind recall'd Florindo loſt, 

His pallid corſe on ſurging waters toſt; 

A youth, the nobleſt of the noble kind, 

A form ſo graceful, and a fearleſs mind ! ! | 
A life ſo finiſh'd deeply he deplor 4, :-. : 435 
And little triumph'd | in his own reftor'd. | 
How gladly with the dead the knight would ſhare ” | 


His remnant days! as Leda's filial pair * 


Enjoy” d, by turns, the gift of vital air. 
But while he mourns, a caſtle near he ſpies 440 
With ſtately turrets lifted to the ſkies, 1 
On which the peering ſun, from Ocean's ſtream, 

Through ſcatter'd Vapuurs darts his morning beam: 
To this he ſpeeds, and lees With gentle How 
The Tyrrhene waters lave the w alls below. 445 
The courteous lord with welcome fair receives 


p Good Amon's ſon, and every want re! ieves; ; 
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Wich armour, ſteed, and ruſty quire ſupplies, 
And points to where the Roman towers ariſe. 
Wich thanks the noble youth his ſeat forſook, 450 
And thence for France his eager way he too: 
The third ſucceeding day a knight he view'd, 
In dazzling arms beſide a cryſtal flood. 
And near, beneath a pine, his ſteed confin'd 
In golden reins—the nobleſt of his kind ! 455 
The trunk an image bore : on theſe amaz -- 
With eyes intent, the ſearleſs hero gaz d. 
He knew his own Bayardo, and confeſo d 
That image ever ſculptur'd in his breaſt: 
Then, turning to the ſtranger, next eſpyd 469 
The ſword Fuſberta pendant at his ſide. 
The crafty ſeaman, who for ſook the ſhip, 
And lafely with his ſkiff had plough' d the deep, 
Who left the Paladin deceiv'd behind, 
2 Expos d to greater rifks from ſea and wind; 465 
Himſelf deliver'd from che ſurgy main, | 


Reſolv'd to turn his prize to venal gain. : 


This knight he met, to him (the terms agr eed) 


He ſold the beauteous 1 image, ſword, and ſeed, 
Rinaldo, from the ſtranger mildly claim'd 479 


His own by right; but he, with pride enflam'd, 


N 1 Diſcourteous 


* 
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Diſcourteous ſpoke—'Tis not my ſtrain (he cries) 


To part thus lightly with fo fair a prize. 
If theſe are thine, let arms thy right declare, 


'Tis baſe to waſte the time in wordy war. 


475 


* hus he; nor aught the generous youth reply'd, 


| Bur, lighting, drew the falchion from his ſide: : 
Rinaldo ſcorn'd thi advantage to purſue, 


-'Ti advantage Fortune gave, for well he knew 


No foreign hand could cer, by force or flight, 


| Bayardo lead againſt his lord to fight. 

The knight unknown, indignant to bebold 
His brave opponent, deem d him rafhly bold, 
Who durſt with him in equal combat meet, 
Wich him ſo fam'd for every hardy feat. 
Firſt with his ſword Rinaldo aim'd a blow, 
The aim made fruſtrate by his wily foe, 
Who raiſing next his ſtee}, half ſmiling, cry'd; 


| Behold whoſe hand can beſt the weapon guide! 


490 


The ſtroke reſiſtleſs cleft the ſhield in twain, 
And ſent the halves divided to the plain, 


And, thence deſcending, with continu'd courſe, | 


Againſt his thigh the weapon ſpent its force. 


Not with ſuch rage imperious Neptune glows, 


When on his ſurface ſtormy Boreas blows, 


485 
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As now Rinaldo foam'd a fluſhing red 

From mantling blood o' er all his features ſpread: 
Fire flaſh'd his eyes, and every look might make 
The ſtouteſt heart with freezing terror ſhake. 
What arm ſhall then the furious weapon ſtay 500 
Deſcending from on high with ſweepy ſway? 


. Full on the helmet came the dreadful ſtroke, 


Beneath the ſteel the helm in pieces broke. 
The ſtranger fell, but fell without a wound, 
Though ſudden ſtupor all his ſenſes bound. 509 
Then thus Rinaldo Here the conteſt ends, Z 
With me no more yon haughty knight contends. 
Fuſberta then he ſeiz d; once more regain'd 
His dear-lov'd i image, and Bayardo rein d. zog 
His courſer's back he preſsd the courſer, proud ) 


| To bear his maſter, neigh'd with joy aloud, 


And every ſign of gratulation ſhow'd. _ 
Thus oft we ſee beſide his patron ſtand 
A truſty dog beneath the fondling hand. 

In act to part, by chance Rinaldo view'd 515 

IIAis buckler | in the fight af under hew'd, 

Again he turn'd his courſer's head, and found 

1 he va nquiſh'd Knight ſtill ſenſeleſs on the ound. 

From him he bade his ſquire the buckler take, 

By Brontes forg'd, of more than mortal make! 520 

85 A damſcl 
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A damſel there by wondrous ſkill was wrought; 
Of form divine, tranſcending human thought! 
Alive ſhe ſeem'd, and in the mimic ſtrife, 
But ſpeech and motion claim'd to vie with life. 
In evil hour (ah! better far ungain'd _ 745 
Such fatal prize!) this ſhield the knight obtain d: 
With this he hop'd in fight his breaſt to guard, 
But for his heart a cruel wound prepar 'd. 
: The ſhield receiv'd, again the warrio” held 
His eager way, by goading love impell'd. 530 
No pauſe, no ſtop—while Phoebus gilds the oy,” 
Or ſheds his morning or his evening ray: 
Alone when heaven in ſtarry ſplendor glows, : 
| Awhile he reſts, yet ſcarcely fleep he knows. 
Full ſoon he ſees thoſe happy realms extend, 535 
Which here the ſeas, and there the Alps defend. 
The hills deſcending to the ſubject plain, 
He hails with joy his native ſoil again. 
And now, approaching Paris“ wall, he hears 
That Gallia's ſovereign with his warlike peers, 540 
His royal ſpouſe and dames, in tents reſide, 4 
Where in a flowery mead, with winding pride, 
A river glides; a place that ſeem'd deſign'd | 
For chace and paſtimes of the regal kind : 
Vp That 
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That there a baron for the liſt prepar'd, N 545 
Each foreign champion to the combat dar d: 
Encountering all that came, the boaſtful knight 
Before the dames diſplay'd his ſingle might. 

Now view d Rinaldo on che ſhining plain, 


| Of dames and warriors an illuſtrious train; 550 


Their nervous limbs, or ſofter beauties, dreft 
In gold, in ſteel, or vary 'd ſilken veſt: 

; Vermilion theſe, and thoſe of tincture blue, 
Theſe ſnowy white, and thoſe of verdant hue ; 


White thence the ſun reflects the mingled dyes, 5553 


And with another rainbow paints the ſkies. 


© Meanwhile by each the Paladin was ſeen, - 
On fierce Bayardo, with exalted mien: 


His looks ere& and dauntleſs front expreſs d 


The generous ardor of a knightly breaſt. 560 


Firm on his ſeat, he ſeem'd a ſtately tower 
That ſcorns the northern blaſt or wintry ſhower. 
All eyes on him with pleaſing wonder gaz'd, 
While each to each his noble ſemblance prais'd. 


But Gryphon who, 1 in height of martial pride, 5 665 


For love of Clarice the knights defy'd, 

1 mpatient of a ſtranger s honours, flew 

Swift as an arrow from the twanging yew. 

N „ Secure 
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Secure to win, he plac d his ſpear | in reſt, 


But ere they met, theſe haughty words addreſs'd : 570 | 


Swear, warrior! ſwear, whate'er thy choſen dame, 
She yields to mine in charms and ſpotleſs name. 

Long ere this day, by beauty” s power ſubdu'd, 
Had Gryphon Olivero's ſiſter wood; 


While heedleſs of his ſuit the ſcornful maid 575 5 


With cold neglect his eager warmth repaid. 

But when at length he found his boſom burn c 

With fruitleſs flame, to Clarice he turn'd 

His ſervice yow'd; nor could Rinaldo's ear 

| (Himſelf fo far remote) theſe tidings hear. 580 
For no baſe fears (Rinaldo made reply) 

The tongue which honour guides ſhall truth deny; 

And ill it ſuits a knight of noble ſtrain, 


To ſhrink at danger, or from toil refrain. 


I truſt to prove how far thy challenge wrongs 585 


The facred honour that to truth belongs. 2 
Fair 1s thy dame, but all her boaſted charms. 

Muſt yield to her whoſe love my boſom warms. 
Thus menac'd they ; and now to threats ſucceed 
The brandiſh'd weapon and the fearful deed. 590 
Each hand ſuſtains a ſpear of wondrous length, 

Long as the maſt and like the maſt in ſtrength. 
SS . 8o 
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So fierce they ruſh'd to meet, with equal ſpeed, 


That borne on pinions ſeem'd each flying ſteed, 


While to the ſhock th' affrighted air around 895 þ 


Remurmurs deep, and tremors ſhake the ground. 
But vainly Gryphon every nerve apply d, 
Through eager haſte his weapon ſwerv'd alide. 
Not ſo Rinaldo—hus, with better aim 


Full on the buckler's boſly convex came, 600 


And from the ſeat indignant Gryphon flung; 

Againſt the earth his poliſh'd armour rung. 
Now round Rinaldo all impatient preſs d, 

Fach peer and noble joining to requeſt 


The knight to looſe his helm—at length conſtrain'd 


Their ſuit he granted, nor conceal'd remain d: 606 


His vizor rais'd, he gave them to behold 
| His graceful features and his jocks of gold; 


5 Nor ſeem' d leſs fair in beauty” 8 manly charms, 


Than brave before in hardy deeds of arms. 610 


And now his face, his locks diſclos'd to ſight, 

All ſee and all confeſs the well-known knight: 

The friendly circles ſhout with loud acclaim, 

And voice to voice repeats Rinaldo's name. 
Already now his mighty deeds they hear, i G88 
Already ſounds his praiſe in every car, ls 
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In tuneful ſtrains his valour Glory ſinge, 
And, hovering round him, claps her golden wings. 
All tongues unite Rinaldo's name to raiſe, 
Each lip to him its grateful tribute pays. 620 
Some graſp his hand, ſome to their boſoms hold, 

And ſome his neck with friendly arms enfold; 
And ſome, whoſe ſouls a nearer love confeſs, 

On his young cheek the kiſs of friendſhip prels. 

Old Amon to his breaſt the warrior ſtrains, 
Paternal rapture throbbing in his veins. 
And now, his father left, the noble knight 
Appears before his mighty ſovereign's ſight, 
With Galarena near to each he Kkneels, 

On either regal hand his duty ſeals : 
With placid mien, with looks of cordial love, 
The royal pair his faithful zeal approve. 
The gentle dames i in ſoft contention vye, 
The youth to honour with a favouring eye, 
While each ſuch token of regard diſplays, 
As ſuits the modeſty of female praiſe, 
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e of Clarice. Grief of Rinaldo. Rinaldo kills An- 
ſelmo, who diſputes with him the hand of Alda at a ball, 
and is baniſhed by Charlemain from the court. After tra- 


velling ſome time he enters the valley of Deſpair: deſcrip- 
tion of that place: his lamentation, till being at laſt delivered 

from that diſmal dwelling, he arrives at the hill of Hope: 
while he 1s contemplating the beauties of the place, he ſud- 
denly hears the noiſe of arms. He engages a troop of Pa- 


gans, and delivers an unknown knight ; che battle followed 


by an intereſting diſcovery. 


T 
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0 


U T Clarice apart in anguiſh gls, 


While jealous thoughts within her boſom riſe, 
Diſpleas'd ſhe ſees how all impatient run 


To grace with honours Amon's mighty fon®, 


She feels her anger rouz'd at Gryphon's ſhame, 3 


Whoſe late defeat involv'd her injur'd name; 
At him, on whoſe depicted ſhield was ſhown 
The lively portrait of a dame unknown. 


Suffic'd it not, ah! perjur'd man (the cries) 


To break thy faith, and love like mine deſpiſe? 10 


But could'ſt thou thus the cauſe triumphant ſhow 


From which thy crime, from which my ſorrows flow : ? 


My rival abſent, yet thou ſer/ſt to view 


The form of her that could thy ſoul ſubdue, 
* RINALDO, 
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And now, the champion of another's charms, 
Againſt my glory bear'ſt thy treacherous arms. 


As under flowers the venom'd ſnake we trace, 


So by a courteous mien, and manly grace, 


Is veibd in thee a barbarous mind that turns 
From proffer'd faith, and pure affection ſpurns. 
Ah! fly, ye dames, thoſe looks enticing, fly 


„ hat modeſt air, that mildly beaming eye, 


Which promiſe life, but death, alas! beſtow 
On all who hope to theſe their bliſs to owe. 


But why, inſenſate! thus with ſighs complain, 


Shall he, when fickle and deceiving, find 
His love requited, and his miſtreſs kind? 
No- ſuch as he ſuch Clarice ſhall prove, 
The ſame for conſtancy, the ſame for love. 

She ſaid, refoly'd her features ſhould impart 
The deep reſentment brooding in her heart. 
0 Jealouly ! of love untimely born, 


Whoſe birth has often caus'd thy ſire to mourn, 


Thou mingleſt with his ſweets thy bitter j Juice, 
Thy i impious arts a parent's ills produce, 
' Depart to ſeats of puniſhment below, 


To pains, to howlings of eternal woe! 


5 nn ' Reſpect 


15 


25 


08 


Since fighs and fond complaints alike are vain ? = 


30 


35 
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Reſpect the peace of ſuch a virtuous breaſt, 


That merits not to admit ſo dire a gueſt, - 40 
The Paladin, who kept his eager * 


Ere ſince he came, on her his ſoul's delight, 

Saw in her looks the kindling anger riſe, 

Like meteors flaſhing through the troubled ſkies, 

He ſaw, but knew not yet what hidden cauſe, 49 
What crime on him the fair's reſentment draws. 


Why ſhould my preſence thus with frowns diſgrace, 


The tranquil beauties of that angel face! 

And am 1 then (he cry'd) ſuch labours paſt, 

Return d to die — and thus to die at laſt! 50 
F or, ah! I die, if ſhe, my lovely foe, 

With ſcornful pride deforms her gentle brow. 

5 Why arm'ſt thou, Love, with ſuch unkind diſdain 

Thoſe eyes where thron'd thou hold'ſt thy potent reign, 

Now tow'rds the regal walls the noble band 55 


Prepare to move at Charles's high command. 

Tent after tent is looſen'd from the plain, 

And ſoon no marks of former pomp remain; 
When every knight, whoſe boſom feels the flame 

Of faithful paſſion for ſome courtly dame, 00+ 
Firſt on her palfrey lifts with gentleſt care, 


Then by the ſilken reins conducts the blooming fair, 
Rinaldo“ 
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268 R IN AL D O. Book Xl. 


| Rinaldo's arms his Clarice embrac'd, 
And on her feat the lovely burthen plac'd : 


While 1 in her features deep diſpleafure. glow'd, _ 65 


Adown her check the tear of anguiſh flow'd, 


And though her tongue from ſorrowing ſpeech refrain'd, 


Enough her looks in mute diſtreſs complain'd. 


The knight, who knew each moment to improve, 


| Embolden 'din the hour of proſperous love, . 


When from his miſtreſs” eyes the pleaſing fires 
He firſt receiv'd, enkindling ſoft deſires, et] 


| Now cautious watch'd the time, which ſcem'd with care 


Deny'd her lover by the offended fair. 


At length, th' occaſion found, he ſilence broke, NS 


- And thus the troubles of his boſom ſpoke, 
Ah! cruel he, who from another's ſpoils 
Purloins the fruit of all his faithful toils 
And cruel he, to pity's name a foe, | 
Who comforts not the heart oppreſt with woe. 80 
To thee, my Clarice, I thus complain, 
Since every peril, every deed is vain, 
My ſole reward with-held—and midſt my grief 
No friendly tongue affords its Kind relief. 


For all my ſufferings, all my battles gain'd, 1 


And all for thee is this the prize obtain'd ? 


ö | 8 A cold 


„ „„ n i A L D a6 
A cold diſdain that clouds thoſe lovely eyes, 
To me, alas! each hope of peace denies : 


Thoſe eyes, that once could every pain control, 


And r aiſe to noble heights the drooping ſoul - 9 FY 


Ah me ! what cauſe—but here the lofty maid 

Cut ſhort his ſpeech, and thus ſeverely ſaid. 

From her thy comfort ſeek, from her whoſe charms 

Againſt my honour late inſpir'd thy arms : 

'Whoſe form not only dwells within thy breaſt, 95 

But proudly triumphs on thy ſhield impreſt. 
Thou, cruel Love, that could'ſt direct a dart, 

From every word to pierce his bleeding heart, 


Thou only canſt deſcribe a lover's pains, 


A ſubject that tranſcends the Muſes' ſtrains. 100 


| Too clearly now the conſcious knight deſcry'd 
The ſecret meaning her reproach imply'd, 

Though darkly urg'd, and trembling to his ear 

In accents breath'd himſelf alone might hear. 

Already ſtood prepar'd the noble youth & 105 
To plead, with modeſt grace, his loyal truth ; 

But Clarice prevented all reply, 7 

Sudden ſhe turn'd and with averted eye 

His converſe ſhunn'd ; Orlando from the reſt 


Apart, ſhe with a courteous mien addreſs'd ; 110 
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To him ſome ſportive cauſe of ſpeech fupply'a,. 
But to Rinaldo ſtill her ear deny'd. 
Arriv'd at Paris, from his fight ſhe fled, 


And in his mind new ſource of anguiſh bred. 


- Unhappy knight! by fortune doom'd to prove, 119 


The wrongs of fortune, and the wrongs of love; | 35 
T hy paſſion from thy grief new force acquires, 
And every moment glows with fiercer fires. 


Six times the ſun had chas'd, with cheerful light, 


The dreary darkneſs of ſurrounding night, 5 0 | 


But from Rinaldo no returning day 
Could drive affliction's fable ſhades away. 
And ſuch he ſeem'd, that Clarice confeſs'd 


No weak affection warm'd her lover's breaſt, 


| Whate'er his late offence—and now ſhe felt 12 5 


Her harſh reſolves in ſoftening pity melt : 

But this ſhe kept within herſelf conceal'd : 

Her mind was ſoften'd, but her looks reveal'd 
No gentle change; and hence the champion drew 
New cauſe of fear; for ah! he little knew 130 
What paſs'd within, where Cupid, for his ſake, 
Eſſay d again the lumbering flame to wake. 
Meanwhile the ſovereign and his queen prepare 
A {(plendid meeting for the ay and fair, 


; 2 When 


Book Xl. RI N VSV 


When thoſe, whom ſcenes of feſtive pomp delight, 1 3 5 


Already wiſh'd the ſun reſign'd to night. 

With theſe Rinaldo gladly ſees decay 

The light of heaven and hopes the finiſh'd day. 
O! fooliſh mortals, to the future blind, 


Oft ſeeking that they ſoon regret to find 1 140 


Now night already ſpread her humid ſhade, 
And heaven's eternal glittering lights diſplay'd ; 
Thoſe conſtellations, whence deſcending, flow 
The good and ill to human kind below. 


Already thro' the regal dome around I 48 


Is heard enchanting muſick's ſprightly 3 
While, ſoft and clear, thro' trembling ether floats 
The ſkilful harmony of blended notes. 

Full ſoon the palace fills on every fide, 


With gallant knights and dames in graceful pride. 155 


As midſt the leſſer ſtars, with luſtre ſeen, 
Great Jove and Venus beam in ſkies ſerene : 
So midſt the train, where nameleſs charms combine, 
Fair Clarice and her Rinaldo ſhine, 
Whoſe powerful eyes a thouſand ſweets 1 impart, 13 
And ſhed ſoft poiſon in th unguarded heart. 
Nor yet Rinaldo in his lov'd one's face, 
Could tender pity for his ſufferings trace, 


Nor 
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5 Nor meet that ſmile, accuſtom'd to diſcloſe 


To him each charm that treaſur'd love beſtows. 


Now, ill-advis'd, he deem'd that Alda fair | 
Might theſe unhappy feuds of love repair; 


And hence his partner for the dance deſign'd 
The dame, from whoſe dear aid he hop'd to find 


What only could relieve his wounded mind. 


165 


160 


Long time with friendſhip pure he lov'd the maid, 


With equal friendſhip ſhe his love repaid : 
- For when in court his carly years were e led, 
With her from infant age his youth was bred. 
Full well he knew that ſhe the rule poſſeſs d 
Of lovely Clarice's now alter'd breaſt, 
That ſhe with each perſuaſive art could bend, 
In all ſhe wiſh'd, her ever gentle friend. 
To her Rinaldo went, her hand he woo'd 
To lead the harmonious maze, nor vainly ſu'd 
Her favouring hand, but lo! that inſtant came 
Anſelmo to prefer an equal claim. 
Fair Alda, ſore perplex'd, in doubtful mind, 
Her face and golden locks to earth declin'd, 
With modeſt eyes, nor this nor that refus'd, 
But unreſoly'd in ſweet confuſion mus'd, 
The ſtern Maganzan * then his haughty head 
To Amon's offspring turn'd and furious ſaid. 
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| Hence, ſtripling, ke | reſign the lovely prize, 


Or more than words thy folly ſhall chaſtiſe. 


Thus he; nor leſs incens'd, with noble pride 


To him the knight of Clarmont * ſwift reply'd. 


Yield thou to me, unleſs thou mean'ſt to try 
Thy claim by combat, which I here defy. 
On him Anſelmo caſt a lowering look, 

And with a ſcornful ſmile, indignant ſpoke. 
How ſhould I cer this boaſting hero face, 


If like Anſelmo” s his illuſtrious race, 


273 


185 


190 


When thus he dares with mine. obtrude his name, 


Forgetful of his birth and mother's ſhame ? 

He ſaid; and inſtant like a pointed dart, 
This infult pierc'd Rinaldo' s generous heart ; 7 
And like a wounded lion, all on fire, 

No power avail'd to curb his dreadful i Ire: 
One hand Anſelmo's throat with forceful claſp | 


Compell'd, who panting ſtruggled in the graſp: 


His better hand the dagger's point addreſs'd, 
And ſheath'd it in his fierce opponent's breaſt : 
Faſt welling from the wound, the purple flood | 


' Diſtain'd the feſtive floor with ſtreaming blood, 


While with his blood the furious ſpirit fled, 
And left on earth the pale Maganzan dead, 
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Soden as his kindred ſaw Aut ü fall, 
A tumult echo'd through the ſpacious hall, | 


Ot mingled cries : as when ſome dire diſeaſe 210 


Sweeps from the crowded hive the labouring bees, 
With murmurs deep as when the wood receives 
The wind loud riſing through the ruſtling leaves. 
At once drawn forth with lightning's ſudden blaze, 


A thouſand falchions dart their flaſhing rays, OE 


lere raging Gano with Maganza's crew, 
Fierce | for revenge, | againſt Rinaldo drew ; 

And there, in his defence, with dauntleſs hand, 
His brethren ſtood and all the noble band 


: Of Clarmont s line; with theſe his houſe's pride, 220 


Tit unconquer'd knight . by whom Almontes dy'd: 
The gentle dames were ſeiz'd with chilling dread, 
F rom cach fair cheek tlie bloomy colour fled. 


So bluſhing roſes, nipt with eager froſt, 


Decline the head, and all their ſweets are loſt, 22 5 


Quick throbb'd the heart in every female breaſt, 


With features wild, with trembling knees they preſs'd 


Around their queen—As from the ſtormy main 


The ſhatter d veſſel ſeeks the port to gain. 


Imperial Charles, whoſe face with anger burn'd, 230 5 


Now thoſe with-held, now theſe rebuk'd, and turn * 


Js. ORLANDO, 
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In threats to ſome ; with ſpeech and geſture iry'd 
To calm the diſcord ſpread on every ide. 5 
With tardy ſtep, with mien erect and bold, 

Around his arm his fencing mantle roll'd, | 235 
Retreating now, the gate Rinaldo gain d. 
While yet his better hand the ſword ſuſtain'd. 

The fierce Maganzans, who with vengeful mind 

In one conſent againſt Rinaldo j Join 'd, 

But now, far other than they once beliey „ 240 

Such mighty champions in his aid perceiv d 

Repreſs'd their anger, firſt to madneſs fir d, 

And half repented, what their rage inſpir d; 

Yet ftill, with brandiſh'd arms and threatenings, bow 

The diſtant ſemblance of a gallant foe. 245 

So looks a troop of timorous dogs diſmay d 

Who raſhly dar'd the ſtately bull invade, 

But, back retreating, ſoon deſert the fray, 

And dread the terrors, and at diſtance bay. 

Unhurt, unwounded by Maganza's band, 250 

The youth had ſafely now his home regain d, 

But that his raſh and fatal warmth impreſs d 

Too deep reſentment in the monarch's breaſt; 

Who deem'd ſuch boldneſs to his ſovereign's face 
A crime e beyond the reach of royal grace, 255 
2 5 Long 
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Long time in 1 ſecret thought th' offence he weigh'd, 


At length, by Gano's impious counſel ſway d, 
Hie ſeal'd his doom, an exile thence to roam, 


| For ever from his friends and native home. 


What now remains? what further ills to prove, 


Alike rejected by his king and love? 


Ah! cruel for tune, thus thro” lengthen'd v woes 
| To lead thy knight, and thus his labours cloſe ! 


= That when in thought he graſps his promis dq joys, . 


One cruel ſtroke his every hope deſtroys ! 


And now the written tablet he prepares, 
To her, as love inſpires, his ſoul declares 5 


The tablet ſeal'd, a truſty hand receives, 
And to the fair the gentle token gives. 
But ſhe, unkind, his humble ſuit derides, 


Rejects his meſſage, and his envoy chides. 


For jealouſy once more, envenom'd peſt, 
Has ſhed dire poiſon in her tender breaſt. 
She ſaw him court the lovely Alda's hand 
(Her own neglected) to the feſtive band: 
From every dame ſhe heard his partial voice 
(O death to hear !) to her direct its choice : 
So ſteadfaſt to retain th! elected dame, 
Anſclmo's blood muſt ſeal his fatal claim. 


270 


275 


Then 
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Book ons 


Then to berſelf— Alas! with thee (he 0 280 

How humble ſpeech and prayer the truth diſguiſe ! 

Unfeeling, flattering and diſloyal knight! 

Thus—doſt thou thus my conſtant truth requite ? 

A faithful boſom, form'd like mine, deceive ?— 

Inſenſate ſhe that henceforth can believe! 285 

Vet who would diſbelieve thoſe tender ſighs, 

And the ſweet glances of thoſe conquering eyes? 

love (thou cry'it) theſe eyes my love impart— | 

Yet theſe ſometimes bur ill diſcloſe the heart ! 0 

Alas ! too true— tis Alda's beauty fires 

Thy changeful flame, and kindles new deſires. 

Meanwhile the Paladin, with anxious care, 
Awaits his envoy from th' offended fair; 

But he, returning, adds increaſing pains 

| To all his deeply-wounded heart ſuſtains. 295 

He hears the meſſage ſent ; the meſſage gives : 
New pangs, and ſcarcely now he dies or lives; 
Nor weeps, nor ſpeaks, nor utters plaintive ſighs, 

For grief itfelf to grief the paſs denies. 

As bubbling waters, Pent in narrow ſpace, 

When flames aſcending climb around the vale, 

Expand and foam, till riſing o'er the ſide 

In copious ſtreams deſcends the boiling tide. 
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1 R IN AL D Oo. Boon KI. 
So his deep anguiſh, now no more ſuppreſt, 
Burſts forth impetuous from his ſtruggling breaſt, 305 
At length, with ſeeming calm, he bends his mind 
To meet the ſentence by his king aflign'd ; 
No more delays, but arm'd aſcends his ſteed 
To take the path that chance or fate may lead, . 
As thus the knight, from every joy e 310 | 
His lonely way in ſilent anguiſh held, TD 
He came to where leſs deeply flow'd the Seine, 
And pour 'd a ſtronger current to the main, 
Awhile he here reſtrain'd his courſer's haſte, 
Then from his laden ſhoulders ſtrait unbrac'd | 315 
5 The hated ſhield ; on this an angry look 5 
The warrior fix d, and thus indignant ſpoke, 
O ruthleſs foe! from thee. my ills I date, 
O dire diſturber of my happy ſtate! 
Plung'd in this gulphy ſtream a victim go, 320 
And with thee bear Rinaldo's grief below. — 5 
But only thee this friendly ſtream ſhall hide, 
For, ah! with me muſt ever grief reſide 
| Go then—let none henceforth thy orb deſcry, 
There undiſcover'd reſt from every eye; 325 
That never, from this fatal hour, again 


May lovers, like myſelf, of thee complain. 


Rinaldo 


Book XI. R [ N A L D O. 279 


Rinaldo ſpoke, and as the words he ſaid, 
His hand the dictates of his lips obey'd; 


dus, den fnking bythe wright impelts, 12. 


Through cloſing waves its courſe the buckler held. 
Rinaldo thence a different track purſu'd, 
- Uncertain where, and while in heaven he view'd 


Eight times Aurora from her treſſes ſhed 


The morning dews and tinge the clouds with red, 33 5 


5 T he warrior rov'd: at length when Phœbus' ray 

Had brought on earth the ninth revolving day, 
A ſtraight and level path his ſteed convey d 

To reach a valley black with dreary ſhade. 


There ſate a ſhape, | that ſeem'd of human kind, 3⁴⁰ 


On his ſad arm his drooping head reclin'd. 
Squalid his mien ; tears trickled from his eyes 


With upward gaze directed to the ſkies; 


While from his lips, in chill affliction's „ 3 


He breath'd the loud complaint and mingled groan. 
Soon as the knight approach d this mournful vale, 
He felt increaſing pangs his heart aſſail: 

| Such pangs he never till that day confeſs'd, 

Such pangs as all his vital powers oppreſs'd. 


| Onward he paſs'd, and filent ftill purſu'd 350 


The e path, till nearer now he view'd 
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lo”. RINALD:O© been 
This child of woe; and, as he gaz'd, he drew 
Infectious grief, that deep and deeper grew. 


Between two hills conceal'd the valley hes, 


i Two hills that intercept the cheering { ſkies 355 


5 With horrid gloom, where ſcarce a joyleſs ray 
Through lazy vapours gives a doubtful day, 

Such as we ſee ere yet reviving light 
Reſtores the colour'd tints obſcur'd by night, 

The earth around diſplays a baleful ſcene, _ 360 
With plants and herbage of funereal green : - 
There trees, of forms unknown to mortal eye, 

From ſable leaves envenom'd juice ſupply, 
| Where black ill- omen'd birds ſecurely reſt, 


And build, in odious flocks, their frequent neſt ; 365 


Theſe, each to each, in ſhrieks their wants impart, 


In ſhrieks that pierce the ſhuddering hearer's heart! 


1 ſtretch'd on earth unbleſt Rinaldo lies, 

Tears following tears, and ſighs ſucceeding fighs : 

5 Where'er he turns, ſome object preſent breeds 370 
| New cauſe to mourn, and endleſs torture feeds. 
Afar, or near, Deſpair around him ſhows 

His ſad variety of countleſs woes ! 

Ah me! (he cry'd) in this congenial gloom, 

Here may I weep at full my wretched doom! 375 

VVV . „ 


Book XI. R E N AL D O. 281 
With me, alas! how fits this diſmal ſhade, 
This dire retreat for ſorrow's dwelling made! 
Thus let me live, for ſo my lot ordains, . 
The little ſpace of life that yet remains; 


Till here I food for hungry ravens prove, 2 380 


A victim, Clarice, to thee and love! 

All day and all the live· long night he pour'd 
His foul in anguiſh and his fate deplor'd ; _ 
While every moment ſkimm'd before his cht 


A thouſand forms of horror and affright ! . i 


But when the morn her early luſtre ſhed, 
And vapoury damps before her preſence fled, 
He view'd a knight all arm d before him ſtand, 


Who placing on Bayardo's reins his hand, 


Thus ſpoke—To me reſign thy rule (he cry'd) 390 


Thy lord deſerves not ſuch a ſteed to guide, 
Who, careleſs of a warrior's fame, remains 
A woman now in grief's enfecbling chains. 


So faid the knight unknown, and thence with ſpeed 


From forth the valley led the generous ſteecl. 39 5 


Loſt as he ſeem'd, incens'd Rinaldo view'd, 
And, ſtarting from his trance, the knight purſu'd, 
But ſuch a miſt obſcur d the cheerful ſky — 
That diſtant objects mock'd th' exploring eye. 
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Yet from the ſtranger's armour, dazzling bright, 400 
The poliſh'd ſteel diffus'd a trembling light 
That pierc'd the ſhadows of ſurrounding night. 
Strait through the path Rinaldo held his way, 

The path ilumin'd by the gleaming ray : 


- He left the vale, and with it left behind 405 


A weight that hung ſo dreadful o'er his mind. 

And now the ſhining form, that ſwiftly led 

 Bayardo thence, as ſwiftly turn'd, and faid : 

| Receive thy ſteed, but henceforth ſhun with care 
That dreary vale, the manſion of Deſpair ! _ 419 
Thy better hand will guide thee ſoon to meet 


Up yonder ſteep a late and happier feat. 


He ceas'd, and thence the path defcrib'd purſu'd, 
Till him no more the ſon of Amon * view'd. 
But as he paſs'd he mark'd the rugged way 415 


Grow ſmooth, and now with varied beauties gay. 


5 At length he reach'd a hill, whoſe airy brow _ 


With verdure crown'd o'erlook'd the plains below: 


From this a falling ſtream was ſeen to lead 


[ts lucid current through the ſmiling mead, 420 


| Midit plants and flowers, while every gazer 8 fight 
Survey'd the beauties with a fix'd delight. 


1 


Gold were the lands, and through the limpid tide 


Wich ſilver ſcales the wanton fiſhes glide, 
5 RINAL oO. 5 A thouſand 
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A thouſand colours deck'd the benka around; 425 
The gurgling waters gave a pleaſing ſound, 
And bade each conſcious heart with; Joy rebound, 


Impatient now the hill Rinaldo gain'd, 
The hill's aſcent where joy and pleaſure reign'd, 

Of emerald tint the ſpringing herbage orew, 4.30 
Diſtinct with varied flowers of dazzling hue ; 
And cloth'd with every ſylvan beauty ſtood 
| In lovely cincture round a tufted wood. 

So green the herb, ſo green the leafy ſhade, 


Compar'd with theſe all mortal colours fade. as 


The genial ſky here ſheds a gentle balm, 
The ambient air here breathes a conſtant calm. 
The painted birds, that leap from ſpray to ſpray, 


On every ſide melodious notes eſſay. 


By heavenly ſounds to bliſs extatick wrought, 449 


Rinaldo ſoon rejects each gloomy thought, 

While with ſupernal grace, from high deriv'd, 

His heart is ſtrengthen'd and his hope reviv'd. 
As thus with pleaſing forms the warrior fed 


| His eager eyes, as theſe within him bred | 445 


Delightful themes, all ſorrow to control, 
And gild with peace the dark deſponding ſoul, 
A dame he ſaw, in verdant robes array'd, 


Whoſe ſovereign rule the beauteous hill obey d: 
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On heaven ſhe ſeem'd her ſteadfaſt eyes to place, 450 
As all her good was drawn from heavenly grace. 


: Serenely mild and ſmiling was her look, 


And filent, yet her features more than ſpoke, 


Firm confidence and hope united ſhone | 

In either eye, that beam'd a radiant ſun, 
At which all care and ſadneſs paſ'd away, 
Like lowering clouds before Apollo's ray. 
On her Rinaldo gaz'd, and ſoon conſeſs'd 
Ideal tranſports kindling in his breaſt : EE 


Jready now he ſees the wilh'd-for hour, 


That bends the fair to love's reſiſtleſs power; 5 


When Clarice ſhall bleſs his longing arms, 


And recompenſe his toll with beauty s charms : 


He ſoftens every view of paſt annoy 
With future ſcenes of viſionary j Joy. 
IIis finer ſenſe appeas'd with mental food, 


As grateful fruits his hody's ſtrength renew d, 


| Such ruits as that celeſtial clime beſtow'd, 


That hung on plenteous trees their 8 load, 469 . 
While the clear ſtream, that roll'd a friendly tide, 
To quench his thirſt nectareous draughts ſupply d. 
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455 


460 


Meantime his ears are ſtruck with loud alar ms | 


Ol raging battle and reſounding arms. 
£ | > 


As 


Boo! 


As 1 
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As when a lion fierce, with teeth and e 
Undrench' d in blood, with lean and fait d. Jaws, 


By chance the lowing herd at diſtance hears, 476 


What fury in his ſavage look appears 1 
With livid fire his glaring cye-balls glow, 


He churns the foam, and ſmoke his noſtrils blow : Þ 


His ſide he laſhes, and erects his — 480 


And flies to heap with dead the crimſon plain. 
Thus at the warlike din Rinaldo ſhows, 

His pulſe beats quick, his face with ardor glows, 
And burning for the fight, he views with ſhame _ 
His days of ſloth fo loſt to arms and fame, 48 5 
Without delay he mounts his fiery ſteed 
With eager leap, and urges. all his ſpeed 
To where he hears che ſound, and gains the ſubject 


mead. 
He ſees a fingle warrior there maintain 
Unequal combat with a numerous train. 490 
Already eight his conquering hand o'erthcew, 
Of theſe he wounded ſome, and ſome he flew. 
With what a ſkill now here now there he wheel'd, 
How well he crouch'd beneath the fencing ſhield ! 


With what a force his thundering ſteel he aim'd! 495 


How fwift, in circles round, his weapon flam'd ! 
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Now with a downward ſtroke he threats the foe, 
And every mulcle ſtrains to aid the blow. 

Rinaldo fees him with admiring eyes, 

And feels within the ſeeds of friendſhip riſe: 500 
Not only friend to friend due honour pays, 


But virtue gives to foes and ſtrangers praiſe. 
At length Rinaldo, kindling at the ſight, 


Prepares with arms to aſſiſt the noble knight: 


Bayardo's flank the goring rowel ſtains, 509 


His eager neck perceives the lacken'd reins : ; 
As from a bow of ſteel the weapon flies, 

Thus o'er the plain his hoofs the courſer plies; 

Then on th' embattled foe his fury bends, 

As midſt the ſmaller birds the ravenous hawk deſcends, 
Againſt the firſt his rapid falchion ſped, Ful 
Between the brows Rinaldo parts the head, 

Cleft to the teeth; the next of life bereaves, 
: Whoſe corſelet's rim the griding ſteel receives. 
Like aged trees they fall, and falling pour 519 
A copious ſtream that dyes the ground with gore. 
Nor here Rinaldo ſtays, but paſſes by, 


Nor deigns to caſt on theſe a victor's eye. 


A ſtripling warrior with the reſt was ſeen, 
With manly hairs unfledg'd his tender chin, 520 
5 — 5 Who 
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Who when he view'd amidſt his ſocial band 

The knight of Gallia * deal his OE hand, 
A generous anger kindling in his breaſt, 

He ruſh'd againſt him with his lance in reſt, 
And ſtruck his helm beneath the lofty creſt, 525 
T he weapon broke, by temper'd ſteel oppos d, 5 


T hat ſafe the warrior's honour'd head enclos'd : 
But, though ſecur'd from wound, Rinaldo felt 
The weighty ſtroke with nervous vigour dealt. 
And hence with furious brow, with heart enflam'd, 5 30 
With vengeful arm, for certain conqueſt fram 'd, 
The pointed ſword he drove: the pointed ſword 
Through ſeven tough hides the fencing buckler bor'd, 
Through corſelet next (though arm'd againſt the ſtroke. 
With plated mail) the thundering weapon broke, 535 
And at his back its bloody paſſage found: 


Prone fell the youth beneath the mortal wound, 


And bit with bloody teeth the fatal ground. 
Meantime as grovelling pale in death he lay, 
Theſe words i in broken accents found their way. $40 
O father! help thy only ſon (he nes}: 
For here, alas! in life's firſt bloom he dies. 
He faid and ended ; as the lamp expires, 
When oil no longer feeds its paly fires. 


* RINALDO, 


Sudden 


s A NAIL BO. HorXt 
Sudden the l voice a warrior ſtruck, 545 
Who turn'd, and gazing round with furious look, 


Beheld his ſon extended on the Plain, i 
And ruſh'd with frantic grief to avenge the lain. 
Though length of years his mortal vigour drain'd, 


His ftrength of mind and courage ſtill remain'd; | _ 


At ſlaughter's name he glow'd with ſtern delight, 
And joy'd to mix in ſanguine fields of fight. 
But as the fire that ſwift on ſtubble preys, 
While winds increaſe the momentary blaze, 


Is ſoon extinct, the ſcanty fuel o'er, $65: 


And that which flam'd fo fierce, now flames no more: 


So ſeems the chief, and nought his rage avails, 
When force, unequal to his daring, fails. 
Soon on his neck the mortal wound is given, 

And life attains the bound preſcrib'd by Heaven. 560 
Fi ierce through the reſt Rinaldo forc'd his way, 
And whirl'd his ſword around with deathful [way : 
By varicus wounds the various foes were flain, 
And mangled limbs beſtrew'd the ſanguine pn. 
Nor leſs the might his noble partner ſhow'd ; $65 
Nor leſs around him wounds and death beſtow'd. 
Now daſtard fear the ſhrinking band oppreſs'd, 


And hope with courage dy'd in every breaſt : 
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Compell'd before ſuperior force to yield, 

All ſpur with ſpeed their courſers from the field ; 570 

While each brave victor from purſuit abſtains, 

For each to chace a flying foe diſdains. 

And now with wonder at his proweſs ſhown, 
On good Rinaldo oaz'd the knight unknown, TB" 
From head to foot his eager eye purſu'd $75 

i doubrful ſearch, nor long in doubt he view'd : Ls 

By every token he the warrior knew, . 

And round his neck his arms impatient threw. 

Ah! who could thus preſerve my life (he ſaid) 

But he that ever gives to juſtice aid? — 

O chief! O brother ! O my friend belov'd ! Bak 

; Of all our age the firſt in arms approv'd ! 

Behold i in me, that ever Ppriz'd thee dear, : 

Dear as himſelf! thy own Florindo here. 

Farewel to every woe my ſoul deplor'd, 585 

Since thus to thee by pitying Heaven reſtor dd! 

For thee what cruel anguiſh has poſſeſt 

The deep receſſes of my faithful breaſt ? 

He faid : awhile his noble friend amaz'd 

*Twixt wavering hope and fear in ſilence gar d. 599 

As yet uncertain if his eyes ſurvey” d 

A living ſubſtance, or an empty ſhade ; 1 

e U But 
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But when by many a certain ſign was clear d 
Each anxious doubt, and all the truth appear'd, 
Joy ſwell'd his ſoul : as charg'd with vernal rains 59 "Bp 
The rapid flood o'erflows-the thirſty plains. 
Rinaldo now his generous warmth expreſs'd, _ 

In words ſincere by friends to friends addreſt; 

_ Embrac'd the youth, while every feature ſhow d 
His inward feelings, and with tranſport glow'd; boo 

And aſk'd what guardian hand avail'd to ſave 

His lov'd Florindo from the threatening wave. 

Then thus F lorindo—When the raging ſea 
Had torn me ſtruggling from the plank and thee, | 

Long time I floated in the doubtfal ſtrife, 605 

And oft the roaring billows menac'd life; 

Till ſav d by fate in that diſtreſsful hour, 

1 gain'd by ſtrength of arms the diſtant ſhore: 

But drench'd with briny draughts and ſpent with toil, 

With limbs relax'd I preſs'd the ſlimy ſoil; 610 
Senſeleſs and pale, my vital powers decay d, 

And ſoon had periſh'd but for timely aid. 
While ſtruggling i in the arms of death I lay, 
By Heaven's high will a warrior paſs'd the way 3 ; 


Of birth illuſtrious, Rome his native „ 615 
His lineage from the old Cornelian race: 
5 e = 
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An errant knight, by martial fame enroll'd, 

And Scipio call'd, in arms ſurnam'd the BOLD. 

He rul'd ſeven cities on the Latian plain 

The ducal title grac'd his lineal reign. 620 

Pitying he viewed me, and in happy hour 

To Hoſtia took, (a town that own'd his power) 

To ſage phyſicians there his charge conſign'd 
To tend, and heal with drugs of ſovereign kind: 
Nor aught himſelf (by thoughts unknown infpir's) 6 25 
Neglected, that my feeble ſtate requir'd. 

While near my couch, (fo Heaven decreed above) 
He ſate, and watch'd me with a parent's love, 
He near the heart beheld beneath my breaſt, 

A purple flower in lively hues exprelt ; 6 30 

Clear through the ſmooth tranſparent ſkin it ſhin'd, 

Like ſome fair roſe in cryſtal caſe enſhrin'd. 

The knight was inly mov'd, this object view'd 

The dear remembrance of a ſon renew'd, 

A ſon long loſt: now o'er and o'er he gaz d 635 | 

Each feature, mark, to flattering fancy rais d 

That this might prove his child fo oft deplor d, 

An infant loſt, and now by Heaven reſtor d. 

Such hope he fed, from what a ſeer foretold, 

That when ſucceeding years their courſe had roll'd, 

2 His 
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His offspring g ſhould he find in wretched ſtate, bar 
: And, ſay'd from death, exalt to happier fate. 
Then while he mus'd, on me his earneſt look 
He fix'd, and thus at length the ſilence broke. 


Say, noble youth ! if what I fondly ſeek | 645 


Fits me to aſk, and irks not thee to ſpeak, 
Vouchſafe thy name and lineage to declare, 
And what the land that gave thee natal air. 
I not reluctant with his ſuit comply d: 


Numantia was my native ſoil (I cry'd) 659 


Given at my birth (as from the flower it came - 
5 That marks my breaſt) Florindo i is my name. 
But never yet (at full reveal'd) I knew 
The honour'd fire from whom my life I drew. 


I laſt declar'd, how from his myſtic cell, : 655 


I heard of future times the idol tell. 

No longer now his tears their ak reſtrain'd, 
No longer now his cheeks their hue retain'd; 
His joy burſt forth, with eager arms he preſs d 


A darling ſon, and claſp'd him to his breaſt, . SY 


And now he own'd me for his ſon, and told 
How, years long paſt, a band of corſairs bold, 
With arms provided, ſudden came on ſhore, | 


Anden me an infant from my parents bore: 
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That hence my mother dy'd for grief, and left 665 
Himſelf at once of wife and child bereft, 
Inſtructed by my fire, thenceforth I claim 

(No more Florindo) Lelius for my name; 


5 And now, a father's counſels to fulfil, 


Or rather urg'd by Heaven's eternal will, 5 676 


That deign'd to ſhed a ray of purer light 
To chace the ſable cloud of mental night, 
I turn'd to worſhip him with purer mind 


| Whoſe love divine in chains could Satan bind: 


Thus hallow'd waters purg'd my earthly ſlime, 67 ; 


And lav'd my ſoul from every worldly crime. 


Here paus'd the Roman knight, then told how late 


Ae left his father and paternal ſtate, 


Impell'd by fond deſire once more to view 


That lovely face whence all his griefs he drew; 680 ; 


To calm that anger, which ſo deep impreſt, 
Againſt him glow'd in fair Olinda's breaſt, 
If aught that hard that frozen heart could move, 


His truth, his ſervice, his unalter'd love. 


He added next, that ſoon as morn prevail'd — 85 


With cheering beams, the numerous band aftuld 


His ſingle force, nor yet the cauſe he knew 
(Though ſtrange it ſeem'd) why this unknightly crew 
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In ſcorn of honour's laws and courteous lore, 
On him unaided bent their treacherous power, 
Rinaldo then, of one that from the ſlain 

And routed foes lay bleeding on the plain, 

His name beſought, and now of thoſe enquir'd, 


Whoſe arms againſt Florindo's life conſpir'd. 


690 
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Tus ARGUMENT. 


Account of Mambrino's invaſion in order to carry off Clarice. 


Rinaldo and Florindo, joined by a ſtrange knight, purſue the 
Pagans, who had got poſſeſſion of her, and at laſt overtake _ 
them. Catalogue of the warriors who accompanied Mame 
| brino; their arms and devices. Rinaldo, and his two com- 
panions, attack them: the battle deſcribed. Single combat 
between Mambrino and Rinaldo: the latter has the advan- 


tage; but being attacked by their whole force, the combat is 


broken off The ſtrange knight aſſiſts Rinaldo by the power 


of enchantment. Rinaldo, by his advice, retreats with Clarice, 
and in company of him and Florindo, arrives at a ſtately 


palace, where the ſtranger diſcovers himſelf. The nuptials 


of Rinaldo and Clarice, with which the Poem concludes, 


F 


THE 
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o0N. as the proſtrate knight, half ſenſeleſs, heard 
” Rinaldo's words, his wounded head he 1 rear d 

All bath'd in blood, and reſting on the plain | 
His better hand his body to ſuſtain, 7 
Full on the warrior then his languid look = 5 
He turn'd, and thus in faltering accents Tpoke. f 

Brave knight, to anſwer what thou ſeck” ſt to know, 

My tongue the hidden cauſe of all ſhall ſhow. 

The great Mambrino, who in Aſia reigns, 


By love incited, fought the Gallic plains. 10 


He brings a thouſand veſſels to the coaſt, 

1 And, vers d in fight by land, a numerous hoſt, 
To win fair Clarice whoſe beauty's fame 
(Herſelf unſeen) has ſet his heart on flame: 


And 
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And ſoon, too ſoon, your noble ſuccour gain'd. 
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And more he ſeeks for vengeance on a knight 15 


(Rinaldo call'd) who late with daring might 
Aſſail'd his warriors on the foamy ſea, 


And ſet a noble dame, his captive, free: 


And next (from which he deeper anguiſh drew) 
With ruthleſs hand his three brave brethren ſlew. 20 


Some days elaps'd, by arms the monarch took 


The neareſt harbour, and his ſhips forſook ; 


And ſoon with numbers from his martial force 


Near Paris came with undiſcover'd courſe, 85 


And, ſuch his chance, arriv'd where fearleſs wy - 5 
The lovely Clarice 1 in flowery ſhade : 
Her thence he bore, to all that durſt oppoſe 

12 Diſpenſing death; and now ſecure he goes, 
Seis'd of his prize, prepar'd with ſpeed to fly % 
From where at hand his anchoring veſlels lie, 1 3 


But, paſſing here, yon warrior he beheld 


Whoſe mien in arms the braveſt chiefs' excell'd, 


And bade our force the ſingle knight ſurround, 


And to his ſquadron lead the captive bound : 
But bravely he our fierce aſſault ſuſtain 'd, 


So ſpoke the wounded knight, then ſtretch'd again 
His feeble members on th' enfanguin d Plain, 
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Theſe fatal tidings pierc'd Rinaldo's breaſt, 

He groan'd, with anguith and with ſhame appel; 40 

The blood retreating to his panting heart, 

A ſudden coldneſs ſeiz'd on every part: 

At once the wonted ſtrength his nerves forſook, 

His trembling knees benezch their burden ſhook. 

So heave the billows, when the placid breeze 45 

With eaſy motion curls the liquid ſeas. 

Now rous'd to dreadful wrath, with aſpect ſtern 

Fire flaſh'd his eyes, with fire his features burn; ; 

And bright 1 in flaming arms he ſeems to move, 
Reſiſtleſs as the forky bolt of Jove. 50 

F lorindo s aid he claims, and inſtant hides 

The goring rowel in Bayardo's ſides, 

And thunders tow'rds the port —not ſwifter flies, 

Or ſwims, or runs, on earth, through ſea or ſkies, 

The ſtag, the dolphin, or che Parthian reed, ce. 
Than now the warriors urg'd their eager ſpeed. 

-& length of way already paſt they view'd, 
From where they firſt th impatient chace e 
But ſlow to them, ſo warm'd each generous mind, 9 
Their ſteeds had ſeem'd, though fleeter than the wind. 
Thou would'ſt have chought, to view the noble Pair 
Now "gh now low, they hung half Pois di in air: 

The 
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-" "The fiery courſers ſmoke, and ſnorting feel 


The frequent ſtrokes of each i impatient heel, 


Sweat flows in torrents, foam the bit beſmears, 65 


And grey with duſt each rattling hoof appears. 


Nor crag, nor thorny brake, nor riſing ſteep 
Of mountain huge, nor foſſe, though large and deep, 

; Could check their pace: at length with headlong force 
A crofling flood oppos'd their further courſe: 70 

A flood that late, with unreſiſted ſway, 5 
— Had {wept its bridge and firm ſupports away. 


What can the lover iow? amidſt the wave 


To plunge inſenſate were, alas! to brave . 
A certain death ; yet rather than retreat . 
(If nought avail'd) he dares that death to meet: : 


Now here, now there he gazes round, revolves 


A thouſand thoughts, and nothing yet reſolves; ; 


Till with a warrior down the rapid tide 


Ile ſees from far a ſpacious veſſel glide. 0 


And, now approach'd, Rinaldo him implores 


To grant a paſſage to the further ſhores : 

By mien and arms he deems this knight the ſame 
That freed him from the vale of grief and ſhame. 
But he, as if unheeding, ſtill purſues 85 


Nis deſtin d way; when kearing now to loſe 
8 : All 


Boo 


Boox XIL, RINA IL D o. 307 
All hopes of ſwift purſuit, Rinaldo prays 
The knight once more, and every art eſſays 


With proffers large; at length on him his eyes 


The ſtranger turns, and courteous thus replies. ge. 


If thou, O warrior ! ſeek'ſt with me to guide 
This fated veſſel down the ſurgy tide, 

With what I aſk diſdain not to comply, 
And this confirm by every ſolemn tye. 


All, all I vow=the knight impatient a 95 


O! waft us o'er, and grant thy friendly aid! 
Thus he, when ſtrait to land the veſſel ſteers, 
And ſafe on board receives the warlike peers. 


And now the ſtranger with an earneſt look _ 


On good Rinaldo turn'd, while thus he ſpoke. 100 


Hear, generous knight, this only boon I claim, 
To ſhare with thee the danger and the fame 

Thy fearleſs breaſt revolves—and nobler arms, 

| Kept for thy fake, of ſtrongly temper'd charms, 
Diſpos'd on yonder beech from me receive, | 105 

And, in their ſtead, thy mail and cuiraſs leave. 

The Paladin then rais'd his wondering eye, 

And faw where hung the radiant arms on high, 

Of green and gold, from which in ruddy beams, 

Like kindled fire, the n luſtre ſtreams. 110 
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Rinaldo theſe for ſtrength and make admir'd, 
And ſuch as well th adventurous day requir'd. | 
Then to the ſtranger grateful thanks he paid, 
And with the gift his manly limbs array'd. 


e on Florindo next a ſteed beſtow d. 1179 


His feet of ſable hue, and ſable flow'd 
His mane and tail; his ſkin as ſilver fair, 
Diverſify'd with ſpots of ſable hair : 


He ſnorts, and prompt to obey his rider's 5 : 


With reſtleſs feet invites the rival wind; 120 


While good Florindo, ſweeping o'er the _ 

Now ples the ſpur, and now directs the rein. 

Alike his partners urge each fiery ſteed, 
Alike purſue the chace with eager ſpeed. 
Nor when the world was wrapt in dreary ſhade, 12 '5 
Or day again its welcome beams diſplay'd, 

1 hey gave to mind or body needful reſt: 

All three the live- long night their courſers preſs'd, 
While from ſurrounding clouds emerging bright, 
The friendly moon reveal'd her grateful light. 130 
At length one morn as Sol his courſe renew'd, 
Not diſtant far the hoſtile band they view '>: 
Rinaldo ſaw, and ſeen, his rage increas'd ; 


He ſpurr'd with double warmth his generous beaſt : 


\ 2 | | Far, | 
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Far, far beyond each following knight he flew, 135 
And round him ſoon beheld the Pagan crew. 
There on a palfrey rode the trembling maid, 

Whoſe looks the terrors of her ſoul betray d: 

Pity and wrath at once his breaſt inſpir'd; 

But moſt to wrath, by fudden impulſe fir'd, 140 


Dreadful he ſtorm'd, while ſhot from either eye 
The flamy darts of indignation fly! 

Amidſt the throng with reſted ſpear he ran, 
And now the deathful ſport of Mars began. 


_ Unhappy he, who firſt in evil hour 145 
Would raſhly cope with young Rinaldo's power. 
Rehearſe, O Muſe ! what chiefs of warlike fame 
(His bold defenders) with Mambrino came; 
Of whom the Paladin a numerous train 
Diſpatch'd to Pluto in his dark domain: 150 
Declare what arms were by the Pagans worn, 
And what devices on their targets borne : 
For theſe no longer envious time reveals, 
But every name and every deed conceals. 
The mighty king appear'd with giant pride, 155 
His arms enchanted in vermilion dy'd : . 
Around his brows the imperial crown he wore, 
And on his ſhield a wounded lion bore ; 
Os That 
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That thus in myſtic letters ſeem'd to ſay, 


Tux HAND I Know, AND SHALL THE WOUND REPAY, 
As the red comet from its blazing W575 161 
Shoots noxious lightnings through the troubled air, 


And, riſing, menaces th' affrighted earth 


With dire diſeaſes, burning heat, and dearth : 
The warrior thus forebodes impending harms 165 
5 With horrid ſplendor from his blazing arms. 8 
Olantes, on his right, a powerful name, 


The ſecond brother to Francardo, came; 


Of giant bulk and ſtrength, but to behold 


Of comely aſpect, grac'd with locks of gold: 170 
And on his ſhield the mighty chief he wore, 
That once the ponderous globe for Atlas bore. 
: : See proud Alcaſter on his better hand, 
Born where the Nile impregnates Egypt's land; 
At whoſe ill-omen'd birth each planet ſhin'd, 175 


That warps from virtue's lore the human mind: 


A peaſant his device, whoſe ruſtic toil 
With ploughs and harrows breaks the crumbling ſoil. 
His friend Olpeſtro next a buckler rais'd, 
Whoſe field a nymph and ſylvan god emblaz d. 180 
Aſſyria's lord was there, Altores ſage, 


In council ripe, though immature in age. 
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With lightning ſtruck upon his targe was ſeen 

A falling caſtle in a field of een. 8 
Cilicia's monarch ſhows a flowery bed, 185 
Where by the diſk lies Hyacinthus dead. 
Actæon next, than whoſe no lovelier face 


Nor lovelier form was found in human race, 
Had not the ſteel, for cruel uſage fram'd, 
Lopt ſhort his foot and left his beauty maim'd. I 90 
The ſtately bird of Juno grac'd his ſhield, 4 
That ſeem'd half penſive at his foot reveal'd, 
This motto quaint he bore, by which was ſhown, 
His hidden cauſe of grief“ Iv _Tars ALONE.” 
Wile Orimenes then, whoſe ſearching eye 195 
Could pierce the veil where Nature's ſecrets „ 
He read the ſpheres, each planetary law, 
Their motions ſtudied, their effects foreſaw ; 3 
Thunder and rain, and every wind that blows, 
When ſtorms ariſe, or when the waves repoſe. 200 
His death he long preſag d, and now reveal'd_ = 
: The fated moment on his pictur'd ſhield. 
Then Lydia's king, whoſe arms a laurel FRO 
That low on earth its leafy honours ſtrow'd : 
His brother, painted on his target, bore + ac 5 
Unthinking Danae, with her golden ſhower. 
{i A ſhield 
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A ſhield of red Oldaurus huge embrac'd, 


With ſilver rim, but no devices trac'd : 


Then Odrimartes came, not kept-in awe 


By earth or heaven—his will his only law: 21@ 


lis heart that every impious guilt id 18 d, 
Alike the true and fable gods deſpis'd ; 
; And on his ſhield was fiery Mars difplay” d 
Beneath his trampling feet in fetters laid. 
Him Corin, Pyrrhus, Ajax proudly join'd, 215 
A golden torch in every buckler ſhin'd. 


Three naked goddeſſes Almeno grace, 1 ge 
Who haughty rul'd the Cappadocian race. 


Nor thou, O F loridor, wert far removd, f 
Though oft thy new eſpous'd, thy beſt belov'd, 220 


Us'd every power of prayers and tears to make 


Thy ſoul with her the ſweets of peace partake. 


By thee forſaken now ſhe wears away 
Long tedious nights, and waſtes in ſighs the day. | 


Depicted on his verdant ſhield appear d 225 


The flower * by tears of lovely V enus rear'd. 


Wich theſe Almetus, Odriſmontes rode, 


Whoſe bucklers Cynthia and Actæon ſhow'd ; 


Both brethren, both to fighting fields inur'd, 
And both alike in gilded arms ſecur'd. 230 


i * Apoxis. 


The 


— 


Book XII. R IN A . 307 


The Parthian monarch, fierce Corſontes there 
Gives for device, with flowery bloſſoms fair, 
Three thorny trees: proud Altin preſs'd the plain, 
Whoſe targe was deck'd with Veſta's ſacred fane. 
High on a ſteed, more white than falling ſnows, 2 35 - 
In armour white the brave Filarco goes: 
Nor ſpear nor ſword he bears his foes to face, 

But fearleſs bends the bow, and wields the mace: 
His ſhield a man depreſt with years and cares, 
Whoſe reverend face time's deepeſt furrows bears. 240 
Niſus, Alcaſtus, and Orion came, | 
Bruſus, Thaumantes, chiefs of equal ſame; 

Five brethren theſe; and every buckler ſhow'd 
5 Atlas whoſe ſhoulders bore the ethereal load. 

The giant, ſtern Lurcono, graſp'd a ſhield _ 245 
| Where heaven with ſtars emblaz'd an azure feld. ak 

See! Aridaman, Caria's king, diſcloſe, 

Fair on a verdant ſtem, an opening roſe. 

Aldriſo's s targe Aurora gives to view, 
Who ſcatters flowers and ſheds her pearly dew. 250 
The field emblazon'd by Damaſcus? lord, TL 

Gives young Adonis by the ſavage gor'd. 
Olindo then and Floramano's name; 
At the ſame birth theſe brother warriors carne, 


Their ſpeech, their valour, and their looks the ſame; } 
X 2 | | A mead 
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A mead they bore with flowers of vary'd dyes, 256 
Where doz'd with fumes of wine Silenus lies. 1 8 
Alartus ſad, poſſeſt of Antioch's reign, 


Diſplays a ſtately cypreſs cleft in twain ; 


Theſe words, in wreaths, the myſtic meaning ſhow, 


My HOPE is WITHER'D, NEVER MORE 10 GROW. 261 
Midft theſe, and many a warrior ſtill untold, 
That thronging deep their mighty king enfold, 


| Rinaldo now, with generous fury preſt, 
Bayardo ſpurs, and bears his Jance in reſt. 265 


Fly, Odriſmartes ! fly the ſanguine ſtrife, 


Or this dire day muſt cloſe thy threaten'd life: 

| Thee, whom thy boaſting friends would proudly raiſe 
Ober every God, a ſingle warrior ſlays. 
Then from his bloody front the victor drew 270 
His ſmoking ſpear, and on Lurcono flew ; Do 


Deep in his cheek impreſs'd a deadly wound, 


And guſhing purple ſtain'd his arms around. 


Where Styx and Acheron tremendous roll, 


Where rigid Minos dooms each guilty ſoul, 5 1 


The haughty ſpirit fled, and fled repreſt 
The zeal late warm in many a martial breaſt. 


. The kniglit paſs d on, and proſtrate on the plain 
Deſpoil'd of honour left the warriors lain. 


POS. | ; Two 
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Two brethren next he found, whoſe kindred make 
In either parent ofc had bred miſtake, 281 
Deluſion ſweet ! behold in battle made 
A dire diſtinction by Rinaldo's blade! 
Through Floridano's arm the ſteel he guides, 
And in the midſt Olindo's front divides. 285 
Againſt Rinaldo now Aldriſo came, 1 
With brows in fury bent, with heart on nume: : 
His mother dead, he from the lifeleſs womb. 
Was freed by ſteel, and now (myſterious doom) 
That ſteel which, when a babe, his life ſecur d, 290 
15 Cuts ſhort his days, to manly ſtate matur'd ! I 55 
Nor force, nor {kill avail'd, nor Delos” God, 
To whom his ſire the fared infant vow'd. 
Five brethren next the knight of life ie d 
By five dire wounds, their former hopes deceiv'd 29 5 
By fortune, friendly once - with equal mind 
Inform'd when living, nor in death disjoin d: 
Since Pluto theſe together x now detains, 
Where groan the proud with his inflicted pains, 
While, like ſome ſwain, that o'er the verdant fields, 
The crooked ſcythe in ſpacious circuit wields, | 301 
Rinaldo whirl'd his angry falchion round, 
And midſt his foes a bloody harveſt found ;- * 
. His 
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His brave compeers a different part aſſail, 


And, fierce in arms, with rival force prevail; 305 


Like two gaunt tigers that with famiſh'd rage 
On herds of bulls their thirſt of blood aſſuage: 
This knew the valiant warriors to their coſt, 
Whoſe figur'd ſhields the golden torch emboſs' d. 


One, ſtretch'd on earth, a headleſs carcaſe lay, 310 


For ever loſt the cheerful beams of day ! 


: Pierc'd through his heart the ſecond ſpeechleſs fell, 
Yet death could ſcarcely from his thoughts _ 


His native ſoil, and leſs his dearer bride 


Left to Lucina's pains, till then untry'd. | „ 


The third remaiu'd; when now the Roman knight * 
With brandiſh'd falchion dreadful ruſh'd to fight. 


Ah wretch! what vigour, or what {kill avails 


Againſt that force which ne'er in combat fails ! 
Already Death his ruthleſs hand extends, 11 320 
Already now the work of Nature rends: 

The ſpirit, freed from every mortal care, 

Like duſt or ſmoke is mix'd with common air. 
Actzon who beheld the dreadfi] ſtroke 


In chill amazement, with a furious look EP - 


On good Florindo urg'd his fiery ſteed, 
| Refolv'd that death ſhould pay the fatal deed: 


* FLORINDO, - 
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He firſt the knight with inſult vain defy'd : 
Hope not to part unqueſtion'd hence (he cry 'd) 


But learn what puniſhment to thee we owe, 


| What righteous vengeance to the dead below. 
Here on theſe plains ſhalt thou neglected lie, 
No parents near to meet thy ſwimming eye ; 


Nor they, who long ere this in death repoſe, 


With pious hands thy heavy lids ſhall cloſe; 335 
While beat by ſtorms, thy members here W | 
To ravenous wolves and hungry dogs a prey. 

He faid ; then ſpurr'd his ſteed, the weapon came 
Againſt Florindo s ſhield with fearful aim: 
Through plated ſhield the cruel weapon preſs d, 340 
is corſelet pierc'd, and reach'd the tender breaſt. 

Lelius *, who ſaw the vital moiſture ſhed, 
And all his ſhining armour ſtain'd with red, 

Inflam'd with anger rais'd his arm on high, 
And at the helmet let his falchion fi: 34 
Sheer through the ſkull the edge a paſſage found, 


The dying warrior tumbled to the ground, 


And with his ſtreaming blood life ifſu'd thro tlie wound, 
Meantime by Amon's ſon + the Pagan crew 
Or ſlain or routed mighty numbers view : 350 
While he, ſecure, each weapon 5 force receives, 3 
Nor point nor edge his armour rends or cleaves: ' 
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Vet, though unwounded, not exempt from pain, 
His ſmarting limbs unnumber'd ſtrokes ſuſtain : 


But fearleſs ſtill, unconquer'd might he ſhows, 355 


| Now guards himſelf, and now affails the foes. 

Mambrino, preſent, with a ſtern ſuryey 
Beheld, but ſcorn'd to mingle i in the fray, 

Apart he ſtay'd, the furious battle view'd, 


Vet ſtill ſuppreſs d his i impious thirſt of blood : 360 


At length advancing, with a dreadful look; 
And threatening eye, he thus his knights beſpoke. 
Let each retire to me the field reſigg: 
The taſk of great revenge be only mine. 


This ſingle arm his folly ſhall chaſtiſe 365 


Who thus to certain death 1 impatient flies. 


But you, ye wretched tribe ! degenerate train! i 


Whom I—but now my anger I reſtrain, 
Or rather haſte where moſt reſentment needs 
Stand all apart and mark Mambrino's deeds. 370 
_ Havghty he ſpoke, and at his ſtern commands 
On every ſide retreat th' obedient bands. 
un ample ſpace is leſt, his ſpeech, his eyes 


He on Rinaldo turns, and proudly cries. 


O would that Charles with thee in arms were . 5 


Now join'd with Charles, his Paladins renown'd; 376 
18 = With 
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With all the ſons of Italy ad Frs rance, 

To prove the fury of my vengeful lance. 

But yet thy friends, without a power to aid, 

Shall witneſs to thy fate, when proſtrate laid. 380 

Here ſhalt thou dying ſee me rend away 5 

Thy ſplendid arms, the victor's glorious prey. 
Rinaldo then If, fo decreed on high, 

Thy boaſt ſucceeds, at leaſt I'll bravely die: 

Or, will'd by Jove, ſhould'ſt thou in fight be lain, 

Thy conquer'd trophies ſhall with me remain. 386 

While thus he ſpoke, the furious king in reſt | 

His maſly weapon plac'd, his courſer preſs d 

| With armed heel, and at the helmet bent 

His pointed lance, but miſsd his fierce 1 intent : 2 3900 

With winged ſpeed aſide Bayardo flew, | 7 
And, as he pals' d, Rinaldo cleft in two 

Mambrino's ſpear, then ſtruck with eager might 

Full on the vizor of the Pagan knight, 


The double paſſage of the breath and fight. 39 c 1 

The helmet, forg'd where buried deep is laid 

Enceladus, withitood the trenchant blade: 

Vet with the ſtroke the furious Pagan bow d 

Hlis head, and cry'd for rage and pain aloud. 

Not fo the maddening bull indignant raves; 400 

Nor groans the ſea when winds excite its waves; 
Nor 


—— — 
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Nor roars the lion with a mortal wound; 
Nor heaven re- echoes with the thunder's ſound. 
Scar'd at the noiſe, all nature ſhrinks diſmay” d, 
The feather'd race and tenants of the ſhade; 
Theſe to their ſavage caves in numbers fly, 
And backward thoſe their trembling pinions ply. 

Fierce for revenge, the king his falchion dealt 

In flaming circles; air the fury felt, 
And loudly hiſſing to each ſtroke reply'd, 


As when the bolts of Jove the clouds divide: 


Whene' er his arm a downward aim would take, 


Earth ſcem'd around with ſudden fear to ſhake; 


As when oft-times, confin'd in narrow room, 


Fierce winds and vapours rend her tortur'd womb. 
The cautious P aladin, who ſaw the .. e6 
With rage increas'd at every fruſtrate blow, 


As one in ſuch a field of combat try'd, 


Watch' d every turn, and each advantage ey d; 


While ſafe deſended from 1mpending harms, 420 


He fought collected in impaſſive arms; 

And met, or warded, with his ſhield or ſword, 
The weapon aim'd by Aſta's potent lord“. 

Sometimes aſide he makes his courſer y 


To ciude the hoſtile Mars“; now low, now high 425 
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He ſtrikes, and while the vantage oft he gains 

To reach the foe, himſelf unhurt remains. 

As when on Afric's ſands, with dreadful rage, 

The lion and the elephant engage, 5 
The lordly i; ſavage, glaring, circles round 430 
Th' unwieldy bulk, and wary ſhifts his ground: 15 
So OT: d Mambrino and Albano's knight, 

So pair'd they cmd in this tremendous fight. 

is "EP one ſtroke, an HI 2 a thouſo nd e 


Wh! ic he his courſer Sad d, bl 800 confeſs ; 
The thu dering weight „like that which once opprels'd 
Typhœus huge—as finls the world | in night, 
A ſudden darkneſs hover'd o'er his fight; 
But ſoon his eyes the beams of day review d., 40 
As ſoon his limbs their wonted ſtrength renew'd; 
Again his courage glow'd, while generous ſname 
And brave reſentment rous'd the noble flame. 
He ſaw fair Clarice's reſplendent eye 
With miſts obſcur'd, he law tae roſes die; 445 
Then, thirſting for revenge, kis ſword ld d, 
15 And though the plated mail its texture held 
Againſt the ſtroke, the ſtroke's inflicted pain 
Pierc d to the Pagan s bone, ad thrill d in every vein. 
5 With 


Beholds her knight, the partner of her breaſt: 
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With double anguiſh Clarice oppreſt, 450 


His death for ever in her thought appears, 
Her own diſhonour for herſelf ſhe fears. 


Now ofer her cheeks a livid pale is ſpread, 
And ſudden now they fluſh with deepening red; 455 
So when the ſpring exerts a doubtful ſway, 


Sunſhine or gloom revives or clouds the day. 


_ Meantime the warriors, front to front engag d, 


5 Wich rival force the dreadful combat wag'd. 

Their brandiſh d falchions ſeem'd the fiery blaze, 460 
That midſt the ſkies in volly'd thunder plays. | 
As now they thruſt, now whirÞ'd their weapons round, 
The tortur'd air return'd a vary'd ſound, 

With thouſand blows their batter'd vizors rung, 
: With thouſand blows their hollow temples ſung. 465 
Leſs frequent fall the drops, when Juno pours : 


From watery clouds the congregated ſhowers, 


Thick and more thick the plate and mail they ply, 


That flaſh in burning ſparks againſt the ſky : 
The ſteel had enter'd, but the ſpelful charms 470 
On either ſide ſecur'd the warriors' arms. | 


Lo! fierce Mambrino, lightning in his look, 


Rais'd in his ſtirrup, aim'd a downward ſtroke 


| 8 With 
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With every nerve; nor flept the Chriſtian knight, 
Who watch'd th' impending ſteel with ſharpen'd ſight: 
He heard the hiſs, ſwift turn'd his courſer's rein, me 
And made the Pagan's impious fury vain. 
Its force in empty air the weapon ſpent : be: 
Balk ' d of his aim the ſtern Mambrino bent 
His ponderous bulk againſt the ſaddle-bow, 480 
And on a ſtone diſcharg'd the uſeleſs blow. 
Him, with his weight o'erborne, Rinaldo view'd, 
And, whirling round his eager ſword, purſu'd | 
Th' advantage given, till now the Pagan knight 
Seem'd loſt to ſenſe, and all his wonted might. 485 
Thus aims a ſturdy ſwain, with frequent ſtroke 
Of ponderous axe to fell the ſtubborn oak. 
At length he cry'd; in vain with ſteel I try 
| To cleave thoſe arms that edge of ſteel defy. 
One way remains—while ſtrength and ſenſe are fled, 
Firſt looſe the helm, then lop the impious head. 491 
Thus he ; nor had his purpoſe prov'd in vain, 
That hour had ſeen the haughty giant ſlain, 
But lo! he ſaw the numerous band advance 
To avenge their ſovereign lord's difaſtrous chance: 
When better thoughts revolving i in his breaſt, 4.96 


. Rinaldo now his eager wrath ſuppreſs'd; 
For 
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For while his deeds to nobleſt fame aſpire, 


Even then his prudence tempers valour's fire. 


To Clarice he turn'd, whoſe tender book Foo 
The ſecret feeling of her boſom ſpoke : 


When firſt Rinaldo met her nearer view, 


Him by his voice and pallant ſteed ſhe knew. 


Then on Bayardo's ſeat the lovely maid, 


Behind he plac'd, and gently thus he faid. og 


Queen of my choice, and goddeſs of my vows ! 


From him receive that ſucccur heaven allows; 
From him, that ever thy defence ſhall claim, 


And dearer than his life eſteem thy fame. 


So ſpoke the knight, i in thought reſolv'd to bear 


Thence to ſome ſafe retreat th' affrighted fair: 511 
But now, with fierce affault, againſt him flies 1 
The hoſtile band, as round a veſſel riſe. 

The ſtormy waves: at this amidft the foes 


The ſtranger-knight a powerful liquid throws, 515 


2 


And mutters, while the ſpell is ſcatter'd round, 
Low murmuring wah 7 in undiſtinguiſh' d found. 


Shall I proceed or pauſe 10 thoſe who late 


Aſſail'd the Paladin with vengeful hate, 


Againſt each other now with tory. burn 9d. 280 


And each on each their madden; ing weapons turn'd ; 


N „„ While 


B. 


Ir 
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While (paſſing all belief) Rinaldo view'd 
In civil broil the earth with gore bedew'd. 
And now, ſuch ſtrange effects by magie wrought, 


Recall'd his Kinſman to his ſecret thought; 525 


Intently then he mark'd the ITS CURE, 

And all he ſaw confirm'd his firſt belief: | 
Then pondering with himſelf, he mildly ſues 
This powerful friend the wondrous ſpell to looſe; 


For great their blame, if thus in diſcord ſlain, 8 


Such noble knights ſhould preſs th' inglorious plain. 
The boon thou alk” ſt, receive—he courteous ſaid, 
And check'd his reins—the willing ſteed obey” d. 
Thrice to the regions of Aurora's light, 
Thrice to the weſtern ſkies he turns his fight ; 535 
As oft to heaven above, and hell beneath, 
His hallow'd lips in murmuring accents breathe ; 
And thrice he ſcatter'd potent herbs that grew | 
In cavern'd dells remote from mortal view, = 
At once the Saracens abſtain from ſtrife, 540 
In which was friend by friend depriv'd of life: 

Each knows his error now, in deep ſurpriſe, 
And each with fury on Rinaldo flies; » 
When (ſtrange to tell) portentous they ſurvey 


A magic fire that burſt acroſs their way: 545 


A fire 
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A fire like that which once Scamander burn'd, 
And Ilion's ſtately towers to aſhes turn'd. : 

No ſtar that ſhines by Sol's meridian beams, 

Or ſhoots through duſky night 1 in ſanguine ſtreams z 
Nor heaven that brings at once three ſuns to view, 
Nor falling dews when chang'd to bloody hue; 551 
Nor that bright orb eclips'd, whoſe light reveal'd 
Reſtores the colour'd tints by night conceal'd ; 

Such wonder raiſe, as now the dreadful ſight 

Of this enchantment rais'd in every Knight. 555 


1 Here ſtorm the Pagans, eager to engage, 


And threat the noble youth with fruitleſs rage; ; 
: While he, on foot, would tempt the direful flame, 5 
The Saracen's o erbearing pride to tame: | 
But him the ſtranger by the hand reſtrains 5669 5 
And from forbidden paths of fate detains 
He warns him that the flame's conſuming power 
Woold veſt and limbs and plated mail devour; 
And bids the warrior hope in bloody field 
Ere long his weapons uncontroll'd to wield; 565 

Then fair entreats him and his noble friend 
And courtly dame with him their courſe to bend, 
And by their preſence grace his near abode, 

K hat from a verdant hill its grateful aſpect ſhow'd. 
8 0 . Rinaldo | 
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Rinaldo yields when parting, ſide by ide $79 


The magic warrior and Florindo ride, 

And leave, to converſe free, the faithful pair, 
The noble Paladin and gentle fair. 

And now the baron * to the liſtening maid 


His loyal heart and conſtant flame diſplay d; 57 5 | 


And ſoon with love's perſuaſive words remov'd 

The fears that late her tender boſom prov d. 
Remote th rough rocky paths their journey lay, 

But pleaſing love beguil'd and ſmooth'd the way. 


At length a light they view'd, like Phoebus beam 580 


That gilds the world from Ganges” ancient ſtream: 
And now reveal'd, the ſtately palace blaz d, 5 
That ſeem'd by more than mortal artiſt rais'd; 
The ſtructure ſquare, of eaſtern jaſpers fram'd, 


That, ſhap'd with various art, refulgent gam'd. 58 . 


Beneath this roof, with regal ſplendor crown'd, 

The knights and dame a princely welcome found 1 
When every care the Roman knight + receiv'd, 

His wounds were tended and his hurts reliev d: 
The fplendid banquet ſuch as once was ſeen ge 
To fam'd Lucullus given by Egypt's t queen. 
No more conceal'd, the courteous hoſt confeſs'd | 

His name and race to every honour'd gueſt , 

„ Rinatpo. f Froninnro, f CxkorATRA. 
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And now in him they Malagigi found, 
The ſage for arts of myſtic lore renown d. 5956 


With ſuch a ſenſe as ſpeech could ne'er impart, 


Rinaldo claſp'd his kinſman to his heart: 
With filent joy how every feature glow'd! 
How down his cheek the tear of friendſhip flow'd! | 
Nor leſs was Malagigi's love deſcry'd; 600 
For long, ah! long their kindred ſouls ally'd hol 
: By ſacred ties, no fortune could divide. 


Now with her lover * Malagigi took. 


Fair Clarice apart, and mild beſpoke: 
But when the ſage, with reaſon's piercing ray, 605 
Had chas'd each ſhade of lingering doubt aways. 
With every care that anxious lovers know, 
So long to both the cruel ſource of wo, 
lis friendly lips, all ſorrow to diſmiſs, 
Thus rais'd their hopes of near approaching bun 610 


Moſt juſtly merits he the name of wiſe 


Whole eye th' events of diſtant time deſcries; ; 
Who can the preſent with the paſt ſurvey, 
And haply judge from theſe the future day: 
To him her proſperous lock when Fortune gives, 61 5 

His ready hand the proffer'd boon receives; ; 
His choice, from error free, he eyer takes 


The better part, and ſtill the worſe forſakes, 


* _RiNALDo. 


Then 
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Then thus I ſpeak and oh ! ye lovers, hear 


The voice of friendſhip with a willing ear, 620 


Lo! now the hour (my warning words attend) 
That all your ſufferings, all your griefs muſt end. 
Ah ! think what further trials each may feel, 


Reflect on giddy Fortune's changing wheel ; 


: T he wars, the ſlaughters Gallia mull muſt know, 62 . 


For which her tears ſhall ceaſe not yet to flow : 
And though her arms at length victorious prove, 
| Yet ſtrife and tumult ill accord with love; 


When rage and hatred every hour employ, 


The luſt of death, the victor's ſavage } joy; 639 


| Whate'er muſt baniſh from the human breaſt 

Thoſe gentle thoughts where Love alone can reſt. 
But now, ſince time invites, your plighted hands 
Together] join in ſacred nuptial bands; 
Nor pauſe to think your parents, hence remov'd, 6 35 
Have ne'er the vows of mutual faith approy' d: 
Vain ſcruples theſe ! and only rais'd to bind 
The feeble paſſions of a vulgar mind! 

That Power, who all creation's want ſupplies, 


Who forn!'d the elements and ſpangled ſkies, 640 


Exacts but this, that in the nuprial life 
One will ſhould 1 the huſband and the wife. 
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The flichful lovers, by his words impreſt, 


And urg'd by warm deſires in either breaſt, 
In public celebrate the nuptial tye, - 645. 
While love and chaſtity their hearts ally. 


Jove ſmiling views, and thundering to the right, 


From purple clouds emits a golden light. 

Now Cynthia comes, with ſilver luſtre crown'd, 
And ſheds like pearl her dewy vapours round; 650 
While Night deſcends, in lighter robes array'd, ' 


Without her wonted glooms of dreary ſhade ; 


And Hymen, join'd with every ſportive Love, 
Drops flowery wreaths and odours from above : 
Celeſtial notes are heard, and Venus fair, Bid 
: Joins with her own bleſt hand th' illuſtrious vale. 


And now, fince Heaven confirms your mutual VOWS, 


Ye happy pair! enjoy what Heaven allows; 
Enjoy the good, which love like yours inſpires, 1 
The hallow'd tranſports bred from pure deſires: 66 
'You reach the bliſs your hopes aſpir d to gain, 


And here my lyre concludes her weary ſtrain. 
Thus have I ſung, in youth's fair opening days, 


' Rinaldo's pleaſing pains and martial praiſe, . 
While other ſtudies ſlowly 1 purſu'd, ; 665 
Ere twice revoly'd ten annual ſuns I view'd ; 


\ 
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Ungrateful ſtudies ! whence oppreſt 1 groan, 

A burden to myſelf, and to the world unknown! 
If Heaven ſhould leiſure grant for happier lore, 


And me, indulgent, to myſelf reſtore, — 


In peaceful ſhades ſequeſter'd to remain, 

A voted bard of Phoebus” tuneful train; 
Then, facred Lewis ! may I ſpread thy name, 
Where'er the ſun reſplendent darts his lame, 


With all the warmth thy glory can infuſe, 67 5 : 


Or waken to the theme ſome nobler Muſe. 
Thou, earlieſt fruit of my creative powers, 
| Dear produce of a few ſhort ſtudious hours, 
Thou, lender volume! child of fancy, born 


| Where Brenta's waves the ſunny meads adorn ; 680 


To thee may friendly ſtars protection give, 
And grant thee life when I ſhall ceaſe to live; 


And may'ſtthou, rank'd withlearning's favourites, know | 
| Thoſe honours which the learn'd alone beſtow. 
; Ere him thou ſeeſt, whoſe name, the boaſt of years, _ 
Dwells in my heart, and in thy front appears, 686 


Whoſe honour'd name with thee vouchſafes to reſt, 
(Too poor a manſion ſor ſo great a gueſt! ) 

Go firſt to him, from whom my birth I drew, 
(Whate'er my gifts, to him thoſe gifts are due) 690 
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He, with a glance, that Nature 8 depth explores, 
And ſearches all Creation's hidden ſtores, 

Surveys thy faults that undiſcover' d lye 

To the ſhort viſion of this feeble eye; I 

And with that hand, which to the meaſur'd cloſe os 5 
Of fabling verſe, can join the truth of proſe, 
Shall add thoſe charms that grace the Poet $ rhymes, 


And ſend thy fame to fl ar-ſucceeding times, 


END OF THE TW&LFTH AND LAST BOOK, 
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The Letters denote the Book, the Figures the V. erſe. 


Ar BA, a queen, founds the 
palace of Courteſy, vii. 558. 


Alda, ſiſter to Olivero, a lady of 


the court of Galarena, in the 
chariot with the empreſs, iv. 

129. 

— her picture o on a ſhield y won 
by Rinaldo, x. 519. 


dance, 161. 

Alguife, a famous 3 ac- 
count of his enchanting the 
horſe Bayardo, formerly be- 


longing to Amadis de Gaul, 


1. 281. 

Amadis de Gaul, account of that 
knight, his conquelt of Bay- 
- ardo; i. 281. 


Anacro, a magician, builds the 


palace of Beauty, and places 
there the pictures of all virgins 
celebrated for beauty, iii. 248. 
Anſelmo, of Maganza, quarrels 
with Rinaldo for Alda's hand 


at the dance, xi. 174. Is killed 


by Rinaldo, 200. 


Arden, foreſt of, Rinaldo's ad- 
ventures there, i. 211 to the 


end. 


— ii. 1 throughout. 


the Pagan and Chriſ 


excites the jealouſy of Cla- | 
rice, xi. 1. Is choſen by Ri- 
naldo for his partner in the 


=o forces ſtationed there, | i. 


1 vi. 47. 
Atlas, a giant, a great champion 
of the Pagans, 111. 183. 


—— oppoſes Rinaldo, who with | 
Florindo unknown had chal- 
lenged all the knights of both 
armies, vi. 195. Their fight; 


is killed by him, 269. 
Auriſtella, a queen in Arabia, 

delivered by Rinaldo and Flo- 

rindo from captivity, viii. 


319. 
B. 


Bank, magnificent one, with a 


train of virgins deſcribed, 


iv. 1. 
Bark, enchanted, made by Alba, 
the queen of Courteſy, for 


the uſe of knights errant, vii. 


— carries Rinaldo and Flo- 
rindo to atchieve an adven- 
ture, viii. 163. 


BATTLE, 1 Jousrs. 


Bayardo, a famous horſe, for- 
merly the property of Amadis 


de Gaul, account of his en- 
chantment by Alquife, i. 229. 


Rinaldo inſtructed how to tame 
him, 274 
— deſcription of him ; ; is at- 
tempted by Iſolero, who is 
4 -. : early 
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nearly killed by him, ii. 212. 
Aſſailed by Rinaldo, dreadful 


marriage for Francardo, king 
of Armenia, 311, | 


battle between them—he is Charlemain, the exact diſcipline 


tamed, 269 70 325, 


Bayard, his fury in the fi ht be- 


| tween Rinaldo and the knight 


of the Syren, iii. 44. | 
—— rendered incapable of pur- 
_ ſuit by Malagigi's ſpells, iv, 
$77 10100 end... | 
— new trappings furniſhed 
him by the ladies of the 
palace of Courteſy, viit, 

111. | f 5 


| —— loſt by Rinaldo, x. 360, Re- 
: covered again from a knight, 


0 taken from him by Mala- 
15 iti in the valley of Deſpair, 
An 

Baur, palace of, built by 


Anacro the magician, deſcrib- 


iii. 236. Entered by Francardo, 
who is enamouredof the pic- 
ture of Clarice, 258. | 


C 


Came of Charlesaia entered 


by Rinaldo and Florindo, vi. 
34. Diſcipline obſerved there 
—commended, 63 to 102. 
CHALLENGE given by Florindo, 
in behalf of himſelf and Ri- 
naldo, to all che knights of the 


Chriſtian and Pagan armies, 


vi. 127. Accepted, 141. 


CrarioT deſcribed, in which 


Galarena, theemprefs of Char- 
lemain, is riding with the la- 
dies of her court, iv. 17. 


Cnae lor, enchanted, comes out 
of the earth to carry ff Clarice 


fro Rinaldo, iv. 39. 

Charlcmair, his forces eucamped 
in A'pr2mont, i. 39. 

— ſtate of bem, ili. 174. 

ave of the haſſidor 

He hears of the amhaſſicor 


ſent io demand Clarice in 


returned to him, xi. 388. 


obſerved in his camp, vi. 63, He 


receives Florindo, and confers 


on him the honour of knight» 
hood, 103, Accepts his chal- 


lenge of all the Chriſtian and 
Pagan knights, 143. Is ſpec- 


tator of the great actions per- 


formed by him and Rinaldo, 


153. His grief for the death 
He incites 


of Hugo, 298. | 
Orlando to revenge him, 306, 
Parts the combatants, 473. 
He requeſts Rinaldo to diſco- 


ver himſelf, which the knight 
declining, he ſuffers him to 
depart with Florindo, 481 70 


the end. _ | 


— with his court, encamped 
near Paris, receives Rinaldo, 
who makes himſelf known to 


him, x. 539, 603 70 the end. 


—— removes to Paris, xi. 55. 
With his queen makes an en- 
tertainment for the lords and 
ladies of the court, 130. In- 


cenſed at Rinaldo for Anſel- 


mo's death, baniſhes him the 


court, 250. 


CuA SHT, breach of chaſlity 


puniſhed at the palace of Cour- 
teſy, vii, 601. . 


Clarice, a lady of the court of 


Galarena,. hunts in the fo- 
reſt of Arden, i. 369. Is ſeen 


by Rinaldo, and captivates 
him with her beauty, 381, Her 
She in- 


ſpeech to him, 435. 
cites him toengage in combat 
with herknights, 489. Admires 

his val our, and is conducted by 
him to her caltle, 568, 603 fe 
the end. 5 | 


— her love and ſoliloquy af- 
ter his departure, ti, 1 44. 
—— her picture in the palace 


of 
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of Beauty ſeen by Fran- 
cardo, iii. 281. She is de- 

manded in marriage for Fran- 
cardo of her brother Ivo, 311 
10 370. 

Clarice accompanies the empreſs 

Galarena in her chariot, iv. 


15. Met by Rinaldo, who 


attacks the knights that guard 
the chariot, 63. Is carried off 


by him, 294. Taken from him 
afterwards by a magician, and 
carried away in a wonderful 


5 chariot, 356 fo the end. 
— is purſned in vain by Ri- 
- naldd; v. 1 


—— her image placed on a 


pillar in the pavilion of Fran- 
cardo, and divine honours paid 
__ tO it, viii. 344. Conteſt for it 
between Rinaldo and Fran- 
cardo, 374. Carried off by 
Rinaldo, 543. 


 —— ſhe appears in a dream to 


Rinaldo, and warns him to 


leave the queen of Media, 1 ix. 


620. 
— — offended with Rinaldo for 


his encounter with Gryphon, 
and jealous of him for the 
| figure of a lady on his ſhield, 


xi, 1. Her complaints. Is 


jealous of Alda at the dance, 


9, 280, 5 
— is carried off by Mam- 
brino, xii, 25-137. Deli /ered 


by Rinaldo with the aſſiſtance 


of Malagigi and Florindo, 
500. She accompanies them 
_ to the caſtle of Malagigi, 570. 


Her marriage with Rinaldo, 


643. 
Clarinea, princeſs of Aſſyria, 


beloved by Francardo, king 


of Armenia, iii. 20 

Clytia, her ſtory, beloved by the 
knight of the Tomb, vii. 195. 
Her jealouſy and death, 209. 


CompaT of Rinaldo and the 
knights of Clarice, i. 5 10 10 
602. 

ts Of Rinaldo and Iſolero, ii. 
106. 


— of Iſolero and Ranſaldo, 


ii. 379 to the end. 


— of Rinaldo and the knight 


of the Syren, iii. 1. 

— of Rinaldo and Tolers, 
with the knights attending 
the chariot of Galarena, iv. 
123 10 265. 

— of Rinaldo and Atlas, vi. 


195 to 274». 


— of Orlando and Rinaldo: 


before the Chriſtian and Pa- 
gan armies, vi. 340 70 492. 


— of Rinaldo and Florindo 
with the crew of Mambrino's 


veſſel, viii. 196 zo 264. 


— af Rinaldo and Plocinds 


with Francardo, Clarillo and 


the knights of the Pavilion, 


viii. 408 7o the end. 


ſword, and image, x. 476. 
of Rinaldo and Florindo 
with a band of Mambrino's 
knights, xi. 472 70 570. 


—— of Rinaldo, Florindo, and 
Malagigi, with all the knighis 
of Manbrino who had carried | 


off Clarice, xii. 262 70 356. 
— between Rinaldo aud 
Mambrino, xii. 387 70 485. 
CourTEsy, PALACE OF, de- 


ſcribed, vii. 485. 


Conrteys her Rare. wil. 497- 
Db. 


Dauser in a tomb, her beauty 


preſerved after death by the 
power of magic, vii. 133, 343. 

DisciPLINE in the Cartivan 
camp deſcribed, vi. 63. 


Devices on the ſhields of the 
knights | 


| of Rinaldo with the knight | 
V bo had poſſe ſſibn of his horſe, 
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Knights that accompany Mam- 


brino, X11. 1 55 70 261. 


E. 


Ex CHAN TED WATER, its effects 


to cauſe grief; drank by the 


Enigghts of the Tomb, vii. 103 


7 155. 


EncHanTED FLAME ; prevents 


Mambrino's knights from at- 
tacking Rinaldo while he car- 


ries off Clarice, xii. 544. 
27 knight, found by Rinaldo 
with Iſolero, ii. 76. Account 

of his fruitleſs attempt to 
tame Bayardo, 110. Parts 
the combat between Rinaldo 


and Iſolero, 166. Accompa- 


nies them to the cave of Bay- 
ardo, and leaves them, 190. 
EqQuesTRIAN STATUES,two, of 


Sir Triſtram and Sir Launce- 


lot, found by Rinaldo and 
| Holero in a wood. Inſcription 
relative to them; the work 


of Merlin, the Britiſh en- 


chanter, iii. 391 7% the end. 


Earp, preſides in the palace EY 


of Courteſy. Welcomes Ri- 
naldo and Florindo to the 


place. Her account of the 


foundreſs, and of the enchant- 

ed bark, vii. 481 to the end. 
—— deſcribes the pictures in 

the palace, vii. 23 70 102. 


Gifts of the ladies of the pa- 


| lace to the knights, 111 7 


162. She * them, 163. 


F. 


Father of Hugo, his 8 
of his ſon, 


over the body 
heard by Rinaldo and Flo- 
rindo, vii. 9 zo 


Fleriana, queen of M Media, deſires 


Rinaldo and Florindo to jouſt 
with her knights, ix. 9. Is 


enamoured with the perſon 


and valour of Rinaldo, 77. 


Invites the two knights to her 


palace, where they are royally 
entertained, 135 zo 226, Re. 
_ queſts Rinaldo to relate how 
when a youth he defended his 
mother's honour, 227. Pro. 
greſs of her paſſion for Ri- 
naldo, 420 7o 499. Intruſts 
the ſecret of her love to her 
nurſe Helidonia, 500. Is com. 
forted and encouraged by her, 
524. She uſes every art to 
enſnare Rinaldo, 560. | 
Floriana, her grief at his depar- 
ture, x. 1. Sends ſome of 
her knights to recall him to the 
court. Hears the account given 
of their repulſe and defeat by 
Rinaldo, 27. Her deſpair at 
the news. Her complaints. 
She attempts to kill herſelf, 


84. Is prevented by Medea, 


a female magician, and car- 

ried by her in a flying chariot 

to an iſland called the Iſle of 

Pleaſure, where the leaves 

her in a ſlate of tranquillity, 
172 to 239. 


Florinds, found by Rinaldo in 


the dreſs of a ſhepherd, v. 63. 
His complaint, 99. Relates 
his ſtory to Rinaldo. His love 
for the princeſs Olinda, Wins 


the prize in the games before 


her, 161, Diſguiſes himſelf in 
female apparel, and mixes with 
the virgins, 295. Is diſcover- 
ed by the princeſs, and baniſh- 


ed from her preſence, 329. 


Having finiſhed his ſtory, he 


perſuades Rinaldo to accom- 


pany him to the cave of Love, 
In order to conſult the oracle, 


357. With Rinaldo enters the 
cave through the enchanted 


fire, and hears the oracle, 374. 
Leaves the cavern of Love, and 
| arrives 


Chriſtian camp, vi. 
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arrives with wb at the 
Sees the 
| diſcipline obſerved i in Charle- 
main's army, 63. Is intro- 
duced unknon to the empe- 
ror's preſence, and receives 
from him the rank of knight- 
hood, 103. For himſelf and 


Rinaldo challenges the knights 


of both armies, 127. He un- 


| horſes Gryphon, and other 


knights; departs with Rinal- 
do, 527 70 the end. 


Flirindo with Rinaldo hears the 


lamentation of Hugo over the 


body of his ſon, vii. 9. Ar- 


rives with Rinaldo in the 
mournful wood, and ſees the 


knights of the Tomb, 95. That 
adventure finiſhed by Rinaldo, 


he departs with him, 375. 


Meets two damſels belonging 


to the palace of Coutteſy, in- 


vited by them to the palace, 


419. Welcomed there by the 


lady who preſided over them; 


the palace deſcribed, 485. 
Feaſted there; account of the 
foundreis, 533 to the end. 


— — hears, with Rinaldo, the 
names and characters of the 


perſons repreſented in the pic- 


tures of the palace, viii. 9 7 


102. Mantle preſented him 


by the ladies deſcribed, 119 7% 
162. Enters the enchanted 
bark with Rinaldo, and comes 


up with a veſſel belonging 
to Mambrino, that had juſt 


taken another, 163. With 


Rinaldo engages the crew, 
and delivers the captives, 190, 
Departs with Rinaldo; lands 
and quits the bark, 326. Ar- 


rives at the pavilion of the 


knights; ſees the ſacrifice 


made before the image of Cla- 


rice, 344. Ile kills Francar- 


do, 429. With Rinaldo he 
engages all the knights of the 
pavilion; his valour, 465. 


Departs in ttinmph with Ri- 


Naito, 55 3 t the end. 
Flo indo meets with Floriana, 


queen of Media, and with Ri- 

naldo encounters and unhorſes 
her knights, ix. 9. Is welcomed 
with Rinaldo to her court, 165. 4 


Departs with him, 684. 


— travelling from the court 

of Media with Rinaldo, is 
Floriana's 
_ Continues 


overtaken by 

knights, x. 43. 

his way; embarks on a veſſel 

with Rinaldo, 240. Is over- 

taken by a terrible ſtorm, and 

— oP from Rinaldo, 204 70 
0 


4 | 
— is aſſiſted by Rinaldo, when 


fighting with a number of 


Pagans, but not known to each 
other, xi. 489 to 572. Diſ- 


covered by Rinaldo; joy at 
their meeting, 573. 
his preſervation from the ſhip- 
wreck, and the diſcovery of 
his birth, 603 zo the enl. 


— 1 with Rinaldo of 


Mambrino's carrying off Cla- 
rice, and accompinies him in 


purſuit of the Pagans, xii. 1 


to 132. His valour againſt 


the Pagans, 304. Accompa- 


nies Rinaido, Clarice and 
Malagigi, to the palace of the 
latter, 570. 


e king of Armenia, 


account of him; his love for 
Clarinea, iii. 194. Enters by 


force the TEMPLE of Brave 
TY, and is enamoured with 


the picture of Clarice, 236. 


Sends an envoy to Charlemain 


to ene her in marriage, 
30 


before 


Relates 


Qs ; 
—— makes a ſolemn ſacrifice : 


„ 
2 ae rr a» —_ « PE — : 5 a F 
* ork — — ; : 
l © 8 — - - ——— - - Ben > ng rig 


1 N DE . 


before her 1 image ; J His conteſt 
with Rinaldo, who enters the 
pavilion, viii. 344. Inſults 


and attacks him, 374, Is 


killed by Florindo, 429. 
Faſterta, the ſword of Atlas, 
won hes Rinaldo, vi. 277. 


G. 


bh Galarera, empreſs of 8 


main, in a magnificent cha- 
riot, with the ladies of her 


court, iv. 14 70 74. Is ſtopt 
dy Rinaldo, and in vain en- 


deavours to prevent his carry- 
ing off Clarice, 123, 294. 


— with Charlemain and his 


court encamped near Paris, x. 


539. 


tainment for the lords and la- 
dies of the court, xi. 55, 133. 


Games, account of, celebrated 
princeſs of 


before Olinda, 
Numantia, by the young men 
 —by the virgins of diftinftion, 

17 „ 

Gan, ef Maganza, an enemy 

to the houſe of Amon, ix. 
287. Adviſes Charlemain to 


baniſh Rinaldo for killing 


Anſelmo, xi. 256. 
Ginamo, of Maganza, rival to 
Ammon in the love of Beatrice, 
ix. 251. 
and fraud to make him ſuſ- 
pect the chaſtity of his wife, 
, - 26 challenged by Ri- 
naldo, Amon's fon, who kills 
him, and vindicates his mo- 
ther's honour, 398. 
_ Gryphon, of Maganza, unhorſed 
by Florindo, vi. 527. 
— — formerly the lover of Alde 0 
afterwards of Clarice, aſſerts 


her beauty before the court of 


Charlemain againſt all oppo- 


Receives Rinaldo, 627. 
—— With Charlemain removes 
to Paris, and makes an enter- 


His envy of Amon, 


nents; encounters and is un. 
=” by Rinaldo, x. 565 70 
8 


3 
Helidonia, the nurſe of F loriana, 
is made the confidante of the 
queen's love for Rinaldo, 1 ix. 
500. Her eech! in anſwer, 
539. 
HILL of Hor, aſcended by 
Rinaldo after he had left Fg 
valley of Deſpair ; the beauty 
of the place, xi. 415. The 


_ perſon of Hope eee 


444. 


Hugo, a young Chriftian warri- 


or, killed by Rinaldo in the 
jouſt, vi. 288. Lamented by 
Charlemain, 298. 
— lamentation of his father 


over his dead body, vii. 9. 


. . I. : | 7 
IDor of Love, account of it, 
v. 357. The entrance of the 
cave defended by a magical 
flame, 375. Sacrifice made 
| there, and the oracle delivered, 
429 to the end. 
Iuack of Clarice, divine ho- 
nours paid to it by Francardo 
and other knights, in a pavi- 


lion, viii. 344. Is known by 


Rinaldo, and occaſions a con- 
teſt between him and Fran- 


cardo, 366. Taken Wer by 


Rinaldo, 543. 


. awakens in him a ſenſe of 


his infidelity to Clarice, ix. 
668. 


— 1s ſtolen from Rinaldo by 


the ſeaman to whom it was 
entruſted in the ſtorm, 354. 

— recovered again from a 
knight, whom Rinaldo over- 
comes in battle, 456. 


InscnreTION on a pillar by the 
| equeſtrian 


I 


1 


equeſtrian ſtatues of Triftram 
and Launcelot, 111. 419. 
ſnsCR1PTION on a pillar of ſteel 


before the cave of Love, v. 


381. 
Jous r between Rinaldo and 
Ranſaldo, ii. 350. 


—— between Rinaldo and Flo- 
rindo, and the knights of the 
Chriſtian and Pagan armies, 


Vi. 153 throughout. 


—— of Rinaldo with Gryphon, | 


X. 589. 
IsLE of PLEASURE deſcribed, 
x. 208. Floriana carried 
thither by the enchantreſs 
Medea, after Rinaldo's flight, 
22 


„ 5 
I/olero, a Spaniſh knight, with 
an Engliſh wr is joined 


by Rinaldo, 11. 78. They 


| diſpute about hs ad venture 


of the horſe Bayardo, 94. 
They fight, and Iſolero is 
worſted, 128. He agrees to 

the advice of the Engliſh 


knight, and all three go in 


ſearch of the horſe Bayardo, 
186. Iſolero's fruitleſs bat- 


adventure of the horſe, and 
engages a knight, who diſ- 


puted the way with tate 326 


to the end. 


— With Rinaldo meets the 


knight of the Syren, iii. 1. 
Sees two beautiful equeſtrian 
ſtatues of Sir Triſtram and Sir 


Launcelot, 391. Attemprs to 
achieve the enchanted lance of 


Triſtram, but is foiled, 441. 


1 Rinaldo travelling 


along the banks of the Seine, 
ſees a bark with damſels, and 
the empreſs Galarena in a 
chariot, with the ladies of her 
court, iv. 1 7 74. Seconds 


t- Knight o 
tle with Bayardo, 236. He 
a accompanies Rinaldo after the 


Rinaldo in his attack of the 
knights that guarded the cha- 
riot; his valour, 177. Un- 
horſed by Malagigi under tbe 
form of a ſtrange knight, 370. 
Prepares to aſſiſt him after the 
loſs of Clarice, 409. 


Too, the brother of Clarice, ap- 


- | 0" to reſpecting the em- 
aſſy from Francardo to de- 
mand his ſiſter in marriage, 
ili 315, 341. 5 | | 


K. 
Knight of the Syren meets and 
attacks Rinaldo, miſtaking 
him for another; is worſt= 
ed by Rinaldo, and the truth 
cleared up, iii. 11. 
— relates to Rinaldo the in- 
jury he had ſuffered from the 
other knight, 108. The ſtate of 
Charlemain's camp, 170. He 
relates the loves and exploits 
of Francardo, king of Arme- 
nia, his pretenſions to Clarice, 
and embaſſy to Oe her in 
aries . 194 fo 3 5 
the Tomb? "and by 
Rinaldo and Florindo weeping 
over a dead lady in the moura - 
ful wood, vii. 119. He chal- 
lenges the two knights, and is 
overcome by Rinaldo, 143. 
Relates the ſtory of his love tor 


Clytia, 187 zo 346. Dies of 
his wound, 347. 


Knights his companions, the 


charm being diſſolved by which 
they were compelled to weep 
round the tomb of Clytia, they 

recover their former ſlate, vii. 

1845 45%; 

Knight of the - caſtle entertains 
Rinaldo after his ſhipwreck, 
and ſupplies him with horſe, 
arms, and ſquire, x. 440, 

! in poſſeſſion of Rinaldo's 

horſe 
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| Horſe Bayardo, his ſword Fuſ- 


| berta, and the image of Cla- 
rice, x. 452. Theſe being 


_ Challenged by Rinaldo, he re- 


_ fuſes to reſtore them, 470. Is 
däefeated by Rinaldo, 476. 

Knights attending on Clarice 
overcome by Rinaldo, i. 5 11. 


Knights atiending the chariot of 


the empreſs Galarena, attack- 
ed and routed by Rinaldo and 
Iſolero, iv. 123. 


Knights of the Chiiſtian and Pa- 
gan armies challenged to jouſt 


by Rinaldo and Florindo, un- 
known, vi. 127 
Knights of the pavilion met to 


pay divine honours to the 


image of Clarice, are over- 
come by the united valour of 
Rinaldo and Fiorindo, viii. 
344 to the end. 5 
Knights attending on Floriana, 


queen of Media, unhorſed by 
Rinaldo and Florindo, ix. 43. 


— fix of theſe, ſent by their 


mittreis in purſuit of the two 
_ fugitive knights, are defeated, 


and return to the court with 


an account of their ill ſucceſs, 


"Mo" 7. 3 ; 
Kainke: belon ging to Mambrino, 
a party of them attacks Flo- 
rindo, and defeated with the 
aſſiſtance of Rinaldo, xi. 472 
to 572. | L 
night, wounded, gives an ac- 
count to Rinaldo of the carry- 


ing off Clarice by Mambrino, | 


Knights attending on Mambrino, 


their names, arms and devices, 
xij. 147 to 261. Dreadfully 


| Navghtered by Rinaldo, Flo- 


rindo, and Malagigi, 262 70 


356. Go to the aſſiſtance of 
their king, and by the magic 


ſpell of Malagigi attack each 


other, 512. Are terrified by x 
ſupernatural fire that burſts 
out of the earth, and com- 
3 to deſiſt from further 


oſtility, 544. 
„ 


Lance of Sir Triſtram won by 


Rinaldo, iii. 391 to the end. 
Launcelot and Triſtram, two 
famous knights, their equeſ. 
trian ſtatues made by Merlin, 
and their enchanted lances 
deſtined for the braveſt knights, 
iii. 391 70 the end. | 
Lelius, a young Roman, under 
the name of Florindo (fee 
Florindo). . . 


Lion accompanies Clarillo in 
battle, viii. 470. Killed by 
FEVECVVV 


M. 8 
Malagigi appears to Rinaldo in 


the foreſt of Arden, under the 
form of a pilgrim, i. 215. 
Gives him an account of the 
wonderful horſe Bayardo, and 
of his enchantment by Alquife, 
inſtructing the knight how to 
conquer him, 261 7 326. 
oppoſes Rinaldo under the 
form of a ſtrange knight in 


his flight with Clarice, 356. 


Unhorſes Iſolero, 370. En- 
chants the horſe Bayardo, and 
raiſes a wonderful chariot out 
of the earth, in which he cars 

_ ries off Clarice, 389 zo the end. 
-— comes unknown 1n the ap- 
pearance of a knight to Ri- 
naldo in the valley of Deſpair, 
and takes away his horſe, af- 
_ terwards reſtores it, delivers 


him from the valley, and di- 


rects him to the hill of Hope, 
TE Say | | 
— appears again under the 
. | | ie {ame 


ah OE 1 1 wth 
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ſame form in a boat to Ri- 
naldo, and receives him and 
Florindo on board, xii. 79. 
Gives him a ſuit of enchanted 
armour, and Florindo a horſe, 


and accompanies them in their 


purſuit of Mambrino, 99. Aſ- 
fiſts their fight with the Pa- 
gans, 304. By his ſkill in 
magic he ſows diſcord amongſt 
the Pagans, and makes them 


turn their arms _ each 


other, 514. Raiſes an en- 


chanted fire, that prevents 


them from annoying Rinaldo, 


544. Invites the knights and 
lady to his dwelling, where 


he welcomes them, and makes 
himſelf known, 566. His 
ſpeech to Rinaldo and Clarice 


their nuptials, 603, 


Mambrino, a king of Aſia, ſends 


his veſſels to ſcour the ſeas, 


and procure him female cap- 


tives; one of them met with 
by Rinaldo and Florindo in the 


enchanted bark, who ſlay his 

men, and deliver the captives 

they had juſt taken, viii. 180 
10 325. | vg 


—— {ome of his knights attack 
Florindo, but are defeated by 
him and Rinaldo, xi. 489 70 


—— account given Rinaldo of 


his having landed, and car- 


Tried off Clarice, xii. 1. He is 
overtaken by Rinaldo and his 
companions, 131. His arms 


and appearance in the field, 
155. Commands his knights 
to ceaſe from fighting, and 
addreſſes Rinaldo, 337. His 
combat with Rinaldo, worſted 
by Rinaldo, and left ſenſe- 
leſs, 387 10 497. | g 


Veadca, an enchantrefs, related to 


Floriana, prevents the queen 
from killing herſelf, x. 172. 
Carries her away in a flying 
Chariot, and leaves her on 
an iſland called the IsLs of 
PLEASURE, having cured her 
of her former paſſion, 208 f 
238. | | 


Mikes, ine Beide enchant; 
four fountains made by him 


in the foreſt of Arden, i. 359. 
—— places two equeſtrian ita- 
tues in the wood, repreſenting 
the two famous knights, Sir 
Triſtram and Sir Launcelot, 
with two magic ſpears, and a 
pillar with an inſcription, de- 
creeing the ſpears to the braveſt 
knights, iii. 391 20 the end. 


|  Muſzus, poet and muſician, his 
perſuading them to celebrate 


ſong at the feaſt prepared by 
Floriana for the reception of 


Rinaldo and Florindo, ix. 188 


to 226. . 


N. 


Namus, his ſtation in the Chriſ- 


tian army, vi. 47. 


Niobe, her ſtory worked on the 


mantle of Florindo, viii. 119. 
N 
Olinda, princeſs of Numantia, 
games inſtituted in that coun- 
try, and celebrated in her 
preſence, v. 171. Beloved by 
Florindo, 201. Offended at 
his boldneſs, in having, under 
a female garb, introduced 
himſelf among the virgins, 
ſhe baniſhes him from her 
Preſence, 329. 1 8 
ORACLE or Lovx conſulted by 
Rinaido and Florindo, v. 375 
ro the end. : 0 
Orlando, his character and repu- 
tation in arms, i. 39. Ex- 
| cites 


1 N D E x. 


cites the jealouſy of young 


Rinaldo, 75. | 
Orlando in the camp with Char- 
lemain, when Rinaldo and 

Florindo, unknown, chal. 
lenge and engage the Chriſ- 

tian and Pagan 


nights. He 


the poem, Hears in France 


à horſe 


of the great exploits of his 


couſin Orlando, x. 81. Re. 
tires to a ſolitary place, and 
laments his ſi tuation, 99. See 
and armour, army 


himſelf, and ſets forth in 


is incited by Charlemain to 


enter the liſts with Rinaldo, 
in order to avenge the death 


of Hugo, vi. 304 Meets Ri- 
naldo. Their battle deſcribed, 
The emperor 
His 


340 te 452. 
puts an end to it, 453. 
preſent to Rinaldo, 495. 


Maganza, xi. 220. 


PaLact or 
Mount Pauſilippo. 
of the place and the ſur- 


rounding country deſcribed, 


vii. 387 70 518. 


Pavitlox, magnificent, in which 


Francardo aud other knights 


offer ſacrifice to the image of 


Clarice, viii. 344. 
Paufilippo, mount (ſee PALACE 
or COURTESY.) | 


R 


RNanſaldo, named the FIERCE, a 


knight, bearing on his ſhield 
the picture of Love, meets 
and is challenged by Rinaldo, 
ii. 340. Is overthrown, and 


reſigns his ſhield co the victor, 


362. Then fights with Liolero 
to diſpute the way, but 1s 
obliged to yield, 379 7o Ve 
end. Ts „ 
— account of his diſ- 
courteous uſage of the knight 
of the Syren and a lady, iii. 


91. 
Rinaldo, his firſt appearance 1 


| appears on the fide of 
Rinaldo againſt the knights of 


COURTESY ou 
Beauties 


ſearch of adventures, 141, 
Enters the foreſt of Arden, and 
meets his couſin Malagigi in 


the form of a pilgrim, from 


whom he hears an account of 
the famous horſe Bayardo, and 


is inſtructed how to tame him, 
207. 


He purſues his jour- 
ney, and meets with Clarice 


in the garb of a huntrels, 351, 
Is enamoured of her beauty, 


inſtigation 


and accoſts her, 401. At her 
he encounters 


and defeats all her knights, 
481 1% 602. Clarice in ad- 


miration of his valour ; he 
accompanies her to her caſtle, 


and takes his leave, 603 to 


the end. | ” 

inaldo departs from Cla- 
rice. His complaint, ii. 1, 
Meets with Iſolero, a Spaniſh 
knight, and with an Engliſh 


knight. Quarrels with Iſolero 


about the adventure of Bay- 
ardo, and fights with him, 78. 
A truce 1s made between them 
by the Britiſh knight, 166. 
Goes with the other two in or- 
der to find the cave of Bayardo, 
188. Iſolero being worſted in 


the attack of the horie, Ri- 
naldo piepares next to en- 
counter him; the battle de- 


ſcribed, 269. He tames 
the horſe, 310. Continues 
his way with Ifolero, and 


meets a knight bearing the 
ſhield of Love. He challenges 
him, and conquers the ſhield, 


334. 


: Rinaldi 


inte 
his 
Re. 


INDEX 


Rinaldo is attacked by the 


knight of the Syren, who 
miſtakes him for another, iii. 


1. Defeats him, and hears of 
the ſtate of the Chriſtian camp, 


and the account of the loves of 
Francardo, and his embaſſy to 
demand Clarice in marriage, 
26 to 370. Sees the equeſtrian 


ſtatues of Sir Triſtram and Sir 


Launcelot. He achieves the 


enchanted lance of Sir i 
tram, 391 70 the end. | 
—— vc with Ifolero 
along the banks of the Seine, 
he ſees a 


bark with damſels 
ſailing Jew the river, and a 


magnificent charwt on the 
ſhore with Galarena, Clarice, 
and the other ladies of her 


court, iv. 1 70 86. His com- 


plaint and jealouſy, 87. With 
the aſſiſtance of Iſolero, at- 


tacks and diſperſes the knights 


that guard the chariot, 123. 


Addreſſes Galarena, and car- 
ries off Clarice by force, 266. 
Endeavours to make her ſen- 
fible of his love, 310. 


gigi under the form of a 


| ftrange warrior, who lays a 


ſpell on his horſe, and carries 


off Clarice in a wonderful 
manner, Rinaldo in vain at- 


tempting to purſue him, 356 
to the end. 


— the ſpell being remov- 
ed from Bayardo, Rinaldo 
purſues the chariot, but with- 
out ſuccels, v. 1. 


He meets 
with a beautiful young ſhep- 


herd, and liftens to his com- 
plaint, 65. 
and learns the ſtory of his 
| misfortunes, 127 7 348. Ac- 


He accoſts him, 


companies him | to the « cave of 


of knighthood, 61. 
counters and overcomes many 
of the knights of each army, 


Is op- 
poſed in his flight by Mala- 


the knight, 165, 
ſtory gr his misfortunes, 195 


Love, in order to conſult the 


oracle, 373 zo the end. | 
Rinaldo, in company of Florin. 


do, paiſes the Alps, in or- 
der to go to the camp of 
Charlemain, and arrives in 
the plains of Aſpramont, vi. 1. 
Remains behind, while Flo- 
rindo goes to the tent of the 
emperor to requeſt the order 
He en- 


157. Kills Atlas the giant, 
and wins from him the ſword 


Fuſberta, 193 7% 283. Kills 


Hugo, a young Chriſtian 


knight, beloved by Charle- 
main, 288. 
vering himſelf, he meets Or- 


Without diſco- 


lando, whom Charlemain had 
incited to revenge the death 


of Hugo, 336. Terrible com- 
bat between them, 348 70 45 2. 


Addreſſed by the emperor to 
ſtay the fight, and requeſted 


to diſcover his name, 473. 
Excuſes himſelf. His preſent 


to Orlando, 517. Departs 


from the camp with Florindo, 
without diſcovering himſelf, 


553 1 the end. 


— hears, with regret, the 


lamentation of Hugo's father 


over the body of his ſon, 


vii. 1 70 94. Arrives in the 
mournful wood, where he ſees 


ſeveral knights weeping over 


the tomb of a dead lady, g 
70 142. He and Florindo are 


_ Challenged by the chief of the 
knights, who would compel. 


them to drink of the magic 
waters, 143. Rinaldo en- 
gages and mortally wounds 
Hears the 


** 8B 


16 * Sees the body of 
the dead knight miraculouſly 
 Incloſed in a tomb, and the 
enchantment being now wholly 
diſſolved, he and his compa-— 


nion take leave of the other 


knights, 351 % 378. Conti- 
nues his way withFlorindo, and 


arrives in a beautiful meadow, 


ls accoſted by two damſels, and 


invited to the 5 1lace of Cour- 


He ar- 


teſy, 379 70 450. 
Pauiilippo, 


rives at DENT 


and is received by the ladies 


of the palace, 457 70 557. 
. Hears an account of the foun- 


dreſs, and laws of the palace, 


| 558 to the end. 


— hears an exp! anation of 


the pictures in the palace, 
viii. 9 7 102. 


the palace, 111. Enters the 


_ enchanted bark with Florindo, 


163. Aſſails, with him, the 
crew of a veſlel belonging to 
Mambrino, and delivers many 


knights and ladies from cap- 
Takes leave of 


tivity, 186. 
theſe, and returns to the bark. 
Lands with Florindo, and ſees 
a magnificent pavilion erected, 
where a ſacrifice is offered to 
the image of Clarice, 326. 
Rinaldo knows the image. 
His conteſt with Franca rdo. 
Refuſes his challenge, 366. 
With Florindo engages the 


knights of the pavilion. Kills 


Clarillo, and the lion, 483. 
All the knights are defeated, 
and Rinaldo carries off the 


image in triumph, 533 c theend. 
— meets with Floriana, queen 
At her deſire 
he and Florinda jouſt with 


of Media. 


her knights, 1x, 9 70 76, The 


Receives a 
preſent from the ladies of 


po, ni” they 


- wrecked, 


queen, ed of his va- 


lour, invites him and Florindo 
to her court, 77. His reception 


there, 141. Hears the ſong of 
Muſzus at the banquet, 187. 
At the requelt of the queen 


he relates to her the ſtory of 
the treachery uſed by Gina- 
mo to make Amon believe the 
infidelity of Beatrice; and the 
| manner how he, yet but a 
youth, aſſerted her honour, and 
puniſhed the traitor, 235 76 
419. He is ſeduced by the 


aliurements of the queen, and 
torgets his love for Clarice, 


480 to 588. ls warned in a 
dream to quit the court of 
Media, 620. His remorſe at 


the ſignt of Clarice's image, 


668. Departs with F lorindo, 


684 to the end. 


— 15 purſued by fix knights, 
: 008 after bim by PFloria- 


He unhorſes them all, 
return without 
ſucceſs to the queen, x. 27. 


Purſues his way with Florindo 


through various laads, 240. 
Embarks in a veſſel, and is 


overtaken by a dreadful ſtorm, 


254 70 353. 
1ave himſelf e. Florindo in 


 Endeavours to 


the boat, with his horſe, ſword, 


and 5 image of Clarice. | 


Loſes: theſe, The ſhip is 


are parted, 35470 418. Swims 
to ſhore, and arrives at a 


caltle, where he is furniſhed _ 
with horſe and arms, 419. 
Finds a knight in poſſeſſion of 


his horſe, ſword, and image; 


fights with him, and recovers 


them, 452. Purſues his jour- 

ney, and arrives at lait in the 

plain near Parts, where Char- 
lemain 


He and Florindo 


Court. 


INDE X. 


lemain and his court are en- 


camped, 529. Jouſts with, 
and unhorſes Gryphon, who 


had challenged every knight, 
565. He diſcovers himſelf to 


all the lords and ladies of the 


the end. 


' Rinaldo, his diſtreſs at Clarice's | 


unkindneſs. Endeavours in 
_ vain to appeaſe her, xi. 41 70 
132. Thinks to employ Al- 


da's intereſt with her in his 


favour, and engages Alda for 
his partner in the dance at a 
feſtival given by the emperor 
and empreſs, 133 to 173. 


_ Conteit between him and An- 


ſelmo the Maganzan, for her 
hand. He kills Anſelmo. 


Confafion thereupon, 174 70 
249. He is baniſhed by Char- 


lemain from the court. Again 
endeavours in vain to appeaſe 
Clarice by letter, 250 7 305. 
Leaves. the court, and caſts 


his ſhield into the Seine, 306. 


at the valley of De- 
The place deſeribed. 


Arrives 
ſpair. 


Rinaldo's miſery there, 332 zo 


383. IS delivered from the 


| * 188 by Malagigi, under the 
form of a ſtrange knight, 386. 
Aſcends the hill of Hope. 
Beauty of the place, Sees the 
perſon of Hope, His mind 
relieved, 417 70 471. Sees a 
_ troop of Pagans attacking a 
ſingle knight. 
aſliſtance. The aſſailants are 
defeated, 472 70 572. He 
finds the ſtrange knight to be 
his friend Florindo. 
Joy at meeting, 573, Hears 
from Florindo how he was 


ſaved from ſhipwreck, and 


| Clarice; 
His reception, 603 4 


Goes to his 


Their 


diſcovers his parentage, 6oz 60 
the end. 


Rinaldo hears from one of the 
wounded Pagans the account 


of Mambrino's carrying off 
with Florindo goes 
in purſuit of him; is ferried 
over a river by Malagigi in 


the ſame form he appeared 


to him in the valley of De- 


ſpair, xii. 1 70100. Receives 
from him a ſuit of enchanted 
armour, and all three conti- 
nue the purſuit of Mambrino, 


He comes up with the Pagans, 
and ſees Clarice in the midſt 


of them, 99 zo 146. Attacks 


the Pagans with great fury, 


and kills numbers, 262 70 
356. Is addreſſed by Mam- 


es brino z 


their fight deſcribed, 
357 to 485. Has the ads 


tage of the Pagan, but is at- 


tacked by the Whole force of 


the enemies, and preſerved by 
the interpoſition of Malagigi, 


who ſows diſcord amongſt 


them. He addreſſes Clarice, 
and prepares to carry her off; 
Sees the perſon of Deſpair. 


is again ſeconded by Mala- 
gigi, who prevents the Pagans 


from attacking him, by raiſing 


a miraculous fire from the 


earth, 486 70 555. Proceeds 


with Clarice and Florindo to 
the caſtle of Malagigi, where 
the latter diſcovers himſelf, 


570. By the advice of Mala- 
gigi he eſpouſes ns 603 
10 the end. | 


S. 


SACRIFICE to the idol of Love, 
. 9. : 


to the image of Clarice, 
by the 1 of the pavilion, 


"Vl: 34% 5 
HSͤcipio, 


I ND E X. 


Seipio, a Roman knight, finds 
Florindo, after he had been 
| ſhipwrecked, and takes care of 
him, 611. Diſcovers him to 

de his ſon, named Lelius, who 
had been loſt in his infancy, 
627. | 


 SprfLD of Love deſcribed, won 


by Rinaldo from Ranſaldo, 11. 
344 * "Bs SIE | 
SuirwRECR of Rinaldo and 
| Florindo, x. 397. 


STORM at FP deſcribed,” x. 
ep to 384. 


T. 

Tous, watched * kaights 
weeping over a dead nad, 
vii. 119. | 

Triftram and Lankan: their | 
equeſtrian ſtatues made by 

Merlin, and their enchanted 
lances, deſſined for the braveſt 

knights, iii. 391 to the end. 


